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Israel trying to isolate 
Jerusalem — secret report 

MADRID I.Wk Israel wants lo “isolate* the P.ile.siim- 
in A ™. easl Jwusabm to enhance its control over the 
city, ai^eordina to the El Pais daily which cited ElJ 
M^rt- Ambassadors and consuls front the IS European 
L -nion countries (EUj concluded in the repon wrmenJan 

- S ** ,srJcl s . in,L ' nll0n to “modify Ilk.* status" of 
Jerusalem in order io "reinforce iLs sovereignty." According 

w b . ^ lhe K V° n eniilled Jerusalem Watch branded 
| ir .tcl s ^oas as "unacceptable.” Publication of the ,epun 
vetoed by Germany wiiich, "because oi iLs had eon- 
^cnce hiMoncally. tries to soft-pedal criticism of the 
Netanyahu government. EJ Pais reported. Israel’s Micv of 
n ;-.v settlements inside Jerusalem and in the i.uinediare 
vicinity is - aimed at surrounding the Palestinian population 
iocui tt oil and isolate u, the repon was quoted as uyine. 


Volume 23 Number 6772 



An indepen 

JLjjjVt 


Press Foundation 


Turkey welcomes Iraq deal, 
Cem to visit this week 

ANKARA (R» — Turkish Foreign Minister^ smail Cent 
on Monday welcomed the U.N -Iraq deal over weapons 
inspections and said he would visit Jordan this week to 
propose regional cooperation for a permanent solution. 
"Turkey welcomes... the agreement between Iraq and 
LA’. Secretary- General Kofi Annan.” MR. Cenr said in a 
statement, 'if a A*.-il had not been cached. Turkey in par- 
ticular would have been damaged economically, Nlr. 
Cem said later at a news conference. Mr. Cem also said 
he would travel to Amman on Thursday to discuss the 
Middle East with King Hussein and other Jordanian offi- 
cials. He gave no further details. 
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King welcomes U.N.-Iraqi 
accord, hopes next stage 
would end sanctions 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special /«* the Jordan Hint's 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein w elctuncd 
the U.N.-Iraqi agreement 
which was signed in Bagh- 
J.iJ Monday by U.N. seerc- 
un general Kofi Annan 
and Iraqi Deputy Prune 
Minister Tareq Aziz. 

expressing hope that the 
agreement will contribute 
to a permanent solution fur 
ending the Iraqi people's 
suffering. 

In an interview with Jor- 
don Television. King Hus- 
sein said: "Thank God. 1 
was optimistie and my opti- 
mism proved to be right. 
We have followed up on 
this issue since the begin- 
ning and we have exerted 
efforts with all the con- 
cerned parties, including 
our brothers in Iraq. Today 
: the U.N. secretary general 
called me after his press 
• conlcrence in Baghdad and 
thanked Jordan and 
expressed his appreciation 
of our stand. 


"He gave me the impres- 
sion that everything was 
moving in the right "direc- 
tion. I hope that this will he 
the end uf the tense atmos- 
phere in which we have 
lived. I think we have to 
further pursue efforts and 
make contacts with the par- 
ties directly involved in (his 
case si? that we can move 
on front this stage tu the 
next, when everything 

agreed on has been imple- 
mented. Then the focus 
should be on ending the 
sanctions." the King said. 

"I hope the agreement 
will get | Iraqis) out of the 
dark tunnel into a new 
dawn in which they will 
live free in their homeland." 

His Royal Highness 

Crown Prince Hassun also 
welcomed die agreement. 
The Crown Prince met Mr. 
Kofi Annan, who yesterday 
Mopped in Amman on his 
way to Paris from Baghdad, 
where he signed the agree- 
ment with the Iraqi govern- 
ment. 


In statements to Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, and 
Jordan Television alter the 
meeting, which was attend- 
ed by Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and f-'oreign Minister 
Jaw ad A nuiii. Prince Was- 
sail said: “The purpose of 
my coming to the airport 
(to receive Mr. Annan ( was 
to reiterate what His 
Majesty said by the phone 
to the secretary general, 
[which is] our appreciation 
of, and admiration for his 
efforts" 

"1 would like to say how- 
much we appreciate this 
very timely initiative at this 
very critical moment," 
Prince Hassan said. 

"The efforts of Mr. Annan 
enjoy the appreciation of 
His Majesty" whom Mr. 
Annan called this morning 
after signing the agreement 
with the Iraqi government, 
ihe Crown Prince said. 

The Crown Prince 
expressed hope that the 
spirit and the letter of the 
agreement signed between 


Mr, Annan and the Iraqi 
government will be 
observed and that there will 
not be a new crisis in the 
future. 

* Prince Hassan said Mr. 
Annan did not inform him 
of the details of the agree- 
ment. which are “a direct 
issue of direct concent" 
between the secretary gen- 
eral and the Securitv Coun- 
cil. 

"Our hope is that... we 
will be Talking in terms of 
not only the medium term, 
but file long lent) of a grad- 
ual ending of the suffering 
of the Iraqi people and, 
indeed, a conimiuncnt to a 
state system based on inter- 
national legality in this 
broader Middle East 
region," the Cruwn Prince 
said. 

Prince Hassan expressed 
hopes for breakthroughs in 
other issues in the region 
because "we are talking 
about the stability and 

(Continued on page 3) 


Majali defends decision 

* , 1 ^ # plan for expanded 

i to ban pro-Iraqi rallies on deal 


j By Fairouz Abu-Chazaleh 

j Sfhriid to the J> •nlan Times 

j AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali on Mon- 
day defended his govern- 
ment's controversial ban on 
j pro-Iraqi rallies saying Jordan 

• was rbrcxaJ to take tough deci- 
j sions in order to maintain sui- 
i hility and prevent possible out- 
bursts of violence. 

At least one Jordanian was 
killed and over 20 injured dur- 
ing two days of riots, which 
Hared after Friday's noon 
! prayers, in the southern town 
[ of Ma'an. Officials stud the 

• army and police had seized a 
i substantial number of 

weaporas in the city, which has 
been placed under curfew 
, since die early hours of Sun- 
i day. 

■ "We afe extremely fearful 
: that demonstrations could be 
infiltrated bv enemies of Jor- 
dan.” the premier told the 
Upper House [.Senate] dunng 
ib session yesterday. “There 
are enemies of this country, ol 
ils unity, its freedom and its 
UenKx:nicy." 

He said such '•enemies” 
cnuld take advantage of public 
demonstrations to serve their 
ill intentions. Dr. Majali said 
lib government had inlorma- 
tion about these infiltrators and 
had reeently arrested a man 
who planned to throw a bomb 
durinc one of the rallies in 
order to turn demonstrators 


By Runa Hussein! 

Jordan Times Staff Reptrnvr 

AMMAN — A seven-year- 
old child, whose male organ 
was severed in a grisly crime 

in Bayader Wadi Seer on Feb. 

15, told interrogators Monday 
that his mother was the culprit, 
police said. 

The mother ol Mu tasseni 
Yasser Abbadt "confessed that 
she cut off - her son’s male 
organ to avenge a bad relation- 
ship with her husband." an 
official statement released by 
the police said. 

Other sources said the 
woman was acting ottf of jeal- 
ousy because the child was be 
husband's fltvouriie son. 


and police against each other. 

"We know uf underground 
parties that call for the over- 
throw of the regime." the 
prime minister said without 
elaborating. 

The government blamed the 
president of the Jordan Engi- 
neers Assisciatiivn. Leith 
ShbeilaL for insiiguiing the 
riots. He was arreMed in the 
curly hours of Friday while 
returning from Ma’an, after 
delivering a night semion. 

"After failing to incite peo- 
ple in Tafileh? |Mr. Shlx-ilai] 
went to Ma’an. perfonned the 
evening prayer, gave a sermon 
that instigated the people and 
asked them to combat the 
Zionist government and 
regime, anid then ran away" 
Dr. Majali mid the House. 

In a statement issued on Feh. 
10, the government banned ail 
publie demonstrations and 
wumed the Islamist-led oppo- 
sition parties, which include 
pan- Arabists and leftists, that it 
was ready ui take measures in 
order to ensure the decision 
was enforced. 

Two days after the statement 
was issued, the prime minister 
met with opposition party 
leaders, who w'erc planning a 
pro-Iraq rally in downtown 
Amman for the following day 
i Friday l. Dr- Majali told the 
Senate licit he "was saddened 
bv ihe threatening and arro- 
gant lone Jused by opposition 
leaders |. whu insisted that they 


On Feb. 15, the child told 
police that after his mother 
walked him hallway tosehuul, 
a man in a yellow car offered 
him a lift to school. 

The child claimed the man 
drove hint to a deserted area, 
cut off his penis, slashed his 
neck, poured kerosene on him, 
and then drove him back to 
school. 

Bui on Monday, the police 
statement said, that after lur- 
iher questioning, the child 
"confessed that his motlier did 
all these things." 

According m official 
sources, police wen; sdll ques- 
tioning lhe mother bee;iuse 
they suspect she might nut 
have acted alone" 


were going, to proceed with the 
rally whether the government 
liked it or not.” 

The opposition defied the 
ban and attempted to stage the 
demonstration after Friday 
prayers. But police foiled the 
attempt and arrested more than 
GO people. 

“What was really sad. Is that 
the organiser, took the deci- 
sion to demonstrate, set a time 
fur dial and decided to go 
ahead with the procession 
despite the government's deci- 
sion." Dr. Majali said. 

In a statement issued by the 
Senate on Monday, tlxe Hixise 
condemned the recent inci- 
dents which "disrupted the 
country’s peace and stability” 
and emphasised the need to 
preserv e its security. 

"We stress the importance of 
maintaining Jordan's security 
ami stability... and putting an 
end to attempts that incite sedi- 
tion, spread chaos and tamper 
with Uw security of the King- 
duin and ils main priorities." 
lhe si: lien icru said. 

Tire Senate, meanwhile, 
referred to its judiciary com- 
mittee two draft laws regulat- 
ing pharmaceutical associa- 
tions and military pension. It 
also referred to its financial 
committee the draft customs 
law and a draft 1997 law cov- 
ering an oil exploration agree- 
ment between the Natural 
Resources Authority and a for- 
eign firm. 


"We w'ere shocked by die 
brutal attack on our son. Now 
we are outraged to (cam thin it 
wus his moilK-r who eommii- 
led this ugly crime," the child's 
unele. Abdullah Abbadi said, 
"We do not underhand why 
site would commit sueh a 
crime. To us, she Is not a real 
mother." 

He added dial flic child Is 
currently being treated til hos- 
pital, and lhui they had been 
informed by doctors that "nm 
mueh could be done tu this 
time to help lym.” 

"But doctors gave us hope 
that in the near future and with 
ihe advancement in technolo- 
gy, the child might be eured." 


BAGHDAD (AP) . — Iraq 
and the United Natioas have 
agreed to work on a new 
food distribution plan to 
handle the proposed 
increase in the so-called oil- 
i'or-food deal, a U.N. official 
said Monday. 

U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan raei with senior 
Iraqi officials to discuss the 
issue uuLside of the pressing 
talks aimed at defusing the 
standoff on U.N. weapons 
inspections, said Eric Fait, 
the U.N. spokesman in Iraq. 

"Both parties have agreed 
to rapidly start discussing 
preparation of a new distrib- 
ution plan," Mr. Fait said. 

Iraq has not yet accepted a 
Security Council resolution 
allowing it to boost value of 
its oil exports to $5.2 billion 
from the current S2 billion. 

Mr. Fair declined to say 
whether Iraq's participation 
in the discussions amounted 
to formal Iraqi approval of 
the new plan. 

Iraq sharply criticised Mr. 
Annan's original proposal to 
have the value of its partial 
oil exports boosted by about 
(60 per cent, saying it did 
not include means lor Iraq 
to increase capacity, but 
slopped- short of rejecting it. 

Mr. Fait said Mr. Annan 
hud a meeting with Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz and senior aides 
on the issue as well us a sep- 
arate meeting with Iraqi 
Vice President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan. 

The humanitarian scheme, 
first launched in December 
1996, bypasses U.N. trade 
sanctions on Iraq imposed 
after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Tlie sanctions include a 
ban on oil export's, Iraq's 
lifeblood, which can only be 
lifted when U.N. weapons 
inspector* certify that Bagh- 
dad has eliminated its long- 
range missiles and weapons 
of mass destruction. 

It is nut clear vvhai ceiling 
Iraq will use fur its aid plan 
since it has made clear that 
(he figure of $5.2 billion is 
beyond its current oil export 
capacity. 

Iraq has proposed SI bil- 
lion. 


Mother behind son’s mutilation 


Clinton, Chirac accept agreement, say 
‘it should be enforced as soon as possible’ 

Annan: Agreement contains reference to the lifting of seven-year sanctions , 
mentions need to respect Iraqi sovereignty , dignity and national security : 
which is expected to lead to less heavy-handed methods by UNSCOM 



U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan and Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz sign an 
agreement aimed at defusing a crisis over weapons inspections on Monday (Reuters 
photo) 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

U.S. PRESIDENT BiU 
Clinton and French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac Lite 
Monday gave their hacking 
to tlie deal struck in Bagh- 
dad by U.N. chief Kofi 
Annan on U.N. arms 
inspections in Iraq, Mr. 
Chirac's spokeswoman 
said. 

lhe two presidents agreed 
that the accord seemed "to 
completely conform with 
the resolutions of the [U.N.] 
Security Council and is in 
line with the recommenda- 
tions made by the Council's 
five permanent members." 
spokeswoman Catherine 
Colonna said. 

She said the two leaders 
had agreed that the signed 
accord should be "enforced 
as soon as possible." 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Chirac had spoken on the 
telephone for more than half 
an hour, she said. 

The accord lavs down 
guidelines for a new U.N. 
inspection regime for Iraqi 
presidential sites, sources 
close to the talks said Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Annan, meanwhile 
said the two-page memo- 
randum of understanding, 
reached after he held a two- 
hour private meeting with 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, contained a refer- 
ence to the lifting of seven- 
year sanctions. 

The document also men- 
tions the need to respect 
Iraqi sovereignty, dignity 
and national security, which 
is expected to lead to less 
heavy-handed methods by 
the U.N. weapons inspec- 
tors searching for suspected 
concealed weapons of mass 
destruction. 

But Mr. Annan was asked 
by CNN when he left Bagh- 
dad whether he had reached 
an understanding with the 
Iraqi leadership that he 
would work towards an 
early lifting of the sanc- 
tions. 

Mr. Annan replied that 
"the lifting of the sanctions 
is not in my hands, this is an 
issue for the I U.N. Security]- 
Council. But there is a refer- 
ence in the document to that 
issue.” 

The U.N. secretary gener- 
al, who arrived in ftuis late 


Monday en route for New 
York, has declined to make 
tlie full details of the accord 
public until he has present- 
ed the text to the Security 
Council for approval on 
Wednesday. 

His spokesman Fred Eek- 
hard also declined comment 
on the agreement’s 
specifics, but told reporters 
that “there's a reference to 
some kind of an effort to 
complete the process and 
then lift the sanctions." 

But "there's not a promise 
to lift sanctions," Mr. Eek- 
hard said. 

Meanwhile, U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright and U.N. Ambas- 
sador Bill Richardson began 
combing through the agree- 
ment Monday to determine 
whether it meets U.S. 
demands. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman James Rubin 
said the agreement, signed 
earlier in the day in Bagh- 
dad would be thoroughly 
examined to assess whether 
U.N. weapons inspectors 
will be given full and 
unconditional access to sus- 
pected weapons sites. 

"The president's advisers, 
Secretary Albright are tak- 
ing the 'time to go through 
this, discuss it so that we 
will see whether indeed it is 
a real solution,” Mr. Rubin 
said. 

Ms. Albright was briefed 
by Mr. Richardson who 
received a copy of the 


agreement at a earlier meet- 
ing of the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Secu- 
rity Council in New York. 

"The process by which 
this agreement is examined 
and, if it’s sufficient, imple- 
mented is a lengthy one," 
Mr. Rubin said. 

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair said on Monday 
that a United Nations Secu- 
rity Council resolution was 
needed to set the seal on an 
accord with President Hus- 
sein on inspection of presi- 
dential sites. . 

He told journalists at 
Downing Street: "In addi- 
tion fto the accord with 
U.N. secretary general!, we 
have to have a Security 
Council resolution that 
makes it absolutely dear w’e 
are not going to be back in 
this position, playing the 
same game in two or three 
months’ time." 

According to a Kremlin 
announcement cited by the 
Interfax news agency Mon- 
day, Russia and the United 
States are to jointly draft a 
U.N. Security Council reso- 
lution on Iraq following the 
accord. The decision was 
taken during a telephone 
conversation between Russ- 
ian President Boris Yeltsin 
and Mr. Clinton. Kremlin 
spokesman Sergei Yus- 
trzhembsky said the foreign 
ministers of the two coun- 
tries, Ms. Albright and 
Yevgeny Primakov', wou/d 
hold talks on the initiative. 


The five U.N. Security 
Council members with veto 
power met Monday but 
were not expected to dis- 
cuss details of an accord 
that could end a U.S. stand- 
off with Iraq, diplomats 
said. 

Chief U.N. weapons 
inspector Richard Butler 
will probably return to 
Baghdad at the beginning of 
next week, Mr. Annan said 
Monday. 

Mr. Annan said that if the 
U.N. Security Council 
approved the deal on arms 
inspections that he signed 
with Mr. Aziz Monday, he 
hoped Mr. Butler would 
return to continue his talks 
with Mr. .Aziz on March 2. 

“I hope he is going to 
come back on March 2 to 
have, to continue his discus- 
sions with Mr. Tareq Aziz 
and move on with the 
work,” he told CNN. 

Mr. Annan said that he 
understood that Mr. Butler 
was one of the officials 
from the U.N. Special Com- 
mission (UNSCOM) Iraq 
hud had most difficulty 
with - . 

"Although there has been 
some misunderstanding 
with UNSCOM, there has 
been some difficult relation- 
ship with Butler, he is a 
competent person who has 
done quite a lot of work 
under very difficult and 


(Continued on page 7) 


After only two and a half months at office 

Judicial Council sends 
Ki lani retirement notice 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In an unprece- 
dented move, the Judicial 
Council yesterday served 
council president. Judge 
Farouq Kilani, with notice 
that he would be subjected 
(o early retirement effective 
today, after only two and a 
half months in office. 

A three-line statement 
carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Peini. said the 
council took the decision 
unanimously. 

Judge Kilani, who also 
headed the Court of Cassa- 
tion, told the Jordan Times 
yesterday he believes he 
was removed because there 
is a contention in the gov- 
ernment that he played a 
role in overturning in Janu- 
ary the controversial tem- 
porary amendments to the 
1993 Press and Publica- 


tions Law and for attempt- 
ing to reform the judiciary 
which he coasiders lacking 
in independence. 

"I deny thal the [Higher 
Council's! decision (io 
retire me] was taken unani- 
mously," he said in on inter- 
view with the Jordan 
Times. "The obvious rea- 
sons for this decision are 
connected to the High 
Court’s ruling in January 
concerning the press and 
publications law, ihe enact- 
ment of which was found 
unconstitutional.” 

The High Court of Justice 
in January revoked the 
amendments to the law — 
which forced the closure of 
13 newspapers late last year 
— on the grounds that their 
enactment' in May 1997 as 
temporary legislation was 
unconstitutional. 

Judge Kilani was appoint- 
ed as chief of The High 


Court of Justice in August, 
and still retained thal office 
when the weekly newspa- 
pers filed a suit against the 
government for violating 
the constitution in enacting 
the amendments. 

The High Court was 
scheduled io rule on the 
case in November, but the 
decision was postponed 
twice due to the absence of 
several of the court's 
judges. Judge Kilani told 
the'Jordan Times then that 
during the postponement, 
he wrote his own opinion, 
which he passed on to a 
higher judicial committee 
for review. On Dec. 5, 
1997, he was promoted to 
both the presidency of the 
Higher judicial Council 
and the Court of Cassation. 
The judicial committee 
passed his opinion back to 

(Continued on page 3) 


Jordanians 
in Baghdad 
hold pro-Iraq 
rally 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — A 
delegation of Jordanians 
who travelled to Iraq in a 
show of solidarity staged a 
demonstration Monday 
supporting Iraq against 
U.S. ihreats, the official 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said. 

They marched to the 
headquarters of the U.N. 
Development Programme 
and gave a protest letter to 
the U.N. representative 
there, “denouncing U.S. 
threats and the unfair 
embargo” imposed on Iraq 
after it invaded Kuwait in 
1990, the agency said. 

The delegation of 350 
Jordanian intellectuals, 
cultural figures and union 
members came Sunday at 
the invitation of Iraq's rul- 
ing Baath Party “t6 
express the Jordanian peo- 
ple's support for the Iraqi 
people and their leader- 
ship," INA said. 
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Attackers kill 13 shepherds, train 
bombing leaves 18 dead in Algeria 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Thirteen shepherds were 
killed by armed groups, and 
two bomb explosions dam- 
aged a gas pipeline in 
weekend attacks across 
Algeria, according to news- 
paper reports Monday. 

Twelve shepherds, aged 
1 5-65. had their throats slit 
late Saturday night near 
Tiaret. 240 kilometres 
south of Algiers, the news- 
papers Le Matin and Lib- 
erie. both non-government 
owned, reported. 


TEHRAN (.AFP) — Iranian 
Foreign Minister Kama! 
Kharazi said Monday that offi- 
cial Pakistani explanations of 
the weekend killings of two 
Iranians in Karachi were 
“insufficient/’ 

“Pakistan's explanations are 
not sufficient and what matters 
to us the most is finding out 
what really happened and try- 
ing the terrorists." Mr. Kharazi 
stressed on Iranian television. 

The two victims, Iranian 
construction engineers Ali 
Mohammad Habib Zadeh. 36. 
and Murtaza Adib Zade h. 48, 
were supervising work on a 
flyover in the Pakistani port 
city of Karachi when they 
were shot dead Saturday. 


Liberie said another shep- 
herd was found dead, also 
with hjs throat slit, on Sun- 
day near Chief. 150 kilome- 
tres southwest of Algiers. 

Meanwhile, IS 'people 
were killed and 25 others 
wounded in a bomb attack 
on a train travelling from 
Algiers to AJ Afffoun, the 
Algerian security services 
said in a statement. 

The blast took place in 
Boufarik. 30 kilometres 
south of the capital, the 
statement said. No other 


Three people attacked the 
engineers at their work site and 
fled on two motorbikes, police 
and witnesses said. 

The two victims worked for 
the Iranian company Machine 
Sazi Arak Iran, which also 
employs three other Iranians 
and 25 Pakistanis. 

The Pakistani ambassador 
here, Javid Hussein, was sum- 
moned to the Iranian foreign 
ministry Saturday, hours after 
the engineers were slain. 

Iranian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Mohsen Aminzadeh 
“protested that Pakistani offi- 
cials are not serious in pursu- 
ing and punishing culprits for 
such incidents and demanded 
an explanation. - IRNA said. 


details were immediately 
available. 

The attack followed two 
other bomb blasts last week 
aimed at soldiers, which 
killed some 50 persons, 
according to press figures. 

In other violence, two 
bombings late Saturday 
damaged a gas pipeline 
connecting gas fields in the 
Hassi M’el region with a 
refinery at Arzew, on the 
western coast of Algeria. 

Around 100 metres of 
pipeline near Tiaret were 


“We are concerned that Pak- 
istan has been turned into an 
unsafe place for Iranian 
nationals and urge Pakistani 
officials to seriously review 
the means by which they con- 
front the culprits." he said. 

In September, five Iranian 
air force personnel were 
gunned down in the Pakistani 
city of Rawalpindi. An under- 
ground Sunni extremist group 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack. 

Muslim sectarian violence in 
Pakistan involving activists 
from the majority Sunni Mus- 
lim and minority Shiite Mus- 
lim communities has claimed 
more than 200 lives since early 
last year. 


damaged by the bombings, 
the newspapers reported. 

No one claimed responsi- 
bility for the attacks. But 
suspicion normally falls on 
Islamists fighting a six- 
year- old insurgency against 
the military-backed govern- 
ment. 

The Islamist insurgency 
has left an estimated 75,000 
people dead since 1992, 
when the government can- 
celled legislative elections 
the Islamic Salvation Front 
was tipped to win. 

Netanyahu 
aide says 
protests 
prove Arafat 
wants to 
destroy 
Israel 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A top Israeli 
government official said 
Monday that recent 
Palestinian pro-Iraqi 
demonstrations proved 
that Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat hopes 
to destroy Israel. 

“Certain Arab coun- 
tries, as well as the 
Palestinian Authority, 
want to destroy Israel/’ 
said David Bar-Illan. a 
senior aide to Israeli 
Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu. 

The pro-Iraqi protests 
“organised by the Pales- 
tinian Authority.” which 
•called "on the Arab: sta^e., 
to rain Scud missile*; orf 
Tel Aviv, were proof, 
Mr. Bar-Illan told AFP. 

“The charter of the 
PLO that calls for the 
destruction of Israel has 
not been amended and, 
in addition, Palestinian 
media habitually puts 
out provocative mes- 
sages of anti-semitism," 
Mr. Bar-Illan told AFP. 

The Palestinian 

National Authority 
sought to put down the 
demonstrations of soli- 
darity with Iraq in the 
territories so as not to 
upset the United States 
and in an attempt to pre- 
vent criticism by Israel. 

Palestinian police have 
recently closed a total of 
eight television and 
radio stations for broad- 
casting pro-Iraqi materi- 
al. 

The Israeli govern- 
ment insists that the 
Palestinians amend the 
parts of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
charter of 1968 that call 1 
for the destruction of i 
Israel. j 


Arafat says focus moves to 
Middle East peacemaking 


GAZA (R; — Palestinian 
President Yasser .Arafat wel- 
comed the apparent end of 
Iraq's crisis with the United 
Nations over weapons inspec- 
tions on Monday, saying it 
would free world' attention to 
work on Middle East peace- 
making. 

Hundreds of Palestinian stu- 
dents staged rallies hailing a 
U.N.-Iraq deal sealed in 
Baghdad as a victory for Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 
They burned Lsraeli. U.S. and 
British flags in protests that 
defied a Palestinian National 
Authority i PNA ) ban. 

Two Palestinian school- 
children w ere slightly wound- 
ed when Israeli troops fired 
rubber bullets and teargas in 
the West Bank town of 
Hebron after about 500 stu- 
dents blocked the town’s main 
road with burning tyres and 
rocks. 

“We were lucky to hear the 
good news that reached us 
from Baghdad on the agree- 
ment” Mr. Arafat told 
reporters in Palestinian-ruled 
Gaza. “We welcome the 
agreement between Mr. Kofi 
Annan and the Iraqi officials. 
It was a very successful step 
and we appreciate it very 
much. It is a very important 
start to achieve real peace and 
to avoid any military activity/' 

Mr. Annan, the U.N. secre- 
tary general, said on Monday 
he had concluded an agree- 


ment with Iraq on the dispute 
and hoped the deal would be 
acceptable to members of the 
Security Council 

Mr. Arafat said the apparent 
end of Iraq's standoffjwjti^tiie 
* United, Nations would boost 
efforts to resolve the II- 
month-old impasse in Israeli- 
Palestinian peace talks. 

“No doubt the stress on the 
peace process will be 
increased at all levels by all 
means.” Mr. Arafat said. “We 
are ready to do all we can for 
the sake of rescuing the peace 
process and moving it for- 
ward.” 

Senior Palestinian negotia- 
tor Saeb Erekat told Reuters: 
“We’re really relieved as 
Palestinians that the Gulf cri- 
sis is over. We hope attention 
and focus will return again to 
the revival of the peace 
process.” 

Mr. Arafat had called on 
Iraq to abide by U.N. resolu- 
tions but said he was opposed 
to the use of force to end the 
standoff. 

Palestinian officials had 
complained the Iraqi crisis 
was drawing attention away 
from what they called Israel’s 
foot-dragging on implement- 
ing peace agreements and bad 
dominated the attention of the 
United States, the main peace 
sponsor. 

Peace talks collapsed last 
March when Israel broke 
ground for a new Jewish set- 


tlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem. Islamist suicide 
bombings and differences 
over the extent of an Israeli 
pullback have deepened the 
^crisis.' 

-_TheJ3d)ron-schookbildren 
marched through the town, 
carrying Iraqi and Palestinian 
flags, and burned U.S.. Israeli 
and British flags, witnesses 
said. 

Hundreds of students at 
Gaza's A1 Azhar University 
burned Israeli and U.S. flags 
and chanted “No politics, no 
peace, without your security, 
Saddam” and ‘We love you 
Saddam, we will fight for 
you.” 

Some students marched off 
campus and burned flags in 
front of the office of police 
chief Ghazi JabalL who 
banned demonstrations last 
week after protesters called on 
Iraq to bomb Tel Aviv. 

Some 200 protesters 

marched on a U.N. office in 
Gaza where a man raised an 
Iraqi flag on a pole as demon- 
strators shouted ‘Tell Kofi 
Annan not to bow to the 
Americans." 

About 1,000 ■ students 

demonstrated in support of 
Iraq in Salfit, near the West 
Batik city of Nablus, burning 
flags and carrying mock Scud 
missiles, in reference to the 
missiles Iraq rained down on 
Israel during the 1991 Gulf 
war. 


Official Pakistani explanation of 
murders ‘insufficient’ — Iranian FM 



Iraqi workers Monday watch a joint press conference on television given by U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan 
and Deputy Prime Minis ter Tareq .Aziz in Baghdad. Mr. .Annan announced that he reached an agreement with the 
Iraqi government which aims at solving a crisis over Iraq's weapons inspections fReuters photo) 

Iraq hails inspection deal as victory 
for Baghdad, U.N., setback for U.S. 


Lunch, tea for Annan in Iraqi 
presidential palaces 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan ate lunch in a presidential palace and had tea in 
another before leaving here Monday at the end of his 
peace mission, the official Iraqi news agency INA said. 

"Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz accompanied 
Kofi .Annan on a tour of presidential palaces in the coun- 
tryside near Baghdad." tire agency said. 

“The guest lunched in one palace and their went to 
another where he had tea on one of the balconies/’ it 
said. INA did not specify whether the two palaces Mr. 
Annan visited were among those at the centre of a dis- 
pute between the Iraqi authorities and members of the 
U.N. Special Commission on disarmament • - 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
on Monday hailed the agree- 
ment on U.N. weapons 
inspections as a victory for 
Baghdad and the United 
Nations but a setback for the 
United Stales and its “law of 
the jungle.” 

•Iraqi Television broadcast 
footage of the signing of the 
agreement by U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan and Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz and described the accord 
as a "new victory" for Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

Mr. Annan and Mr. Aziz 
were seen in the Iraqi Televi- 
sion coverage sitting at a table 
signing the accord ai the for- 
eign ministry here. and. then, 
standing and warmly shaking 
hands while offirialsiipplaud- 

'This agreement came in 
the wake of lengthy and inten- 
sive talks between Iraq and 
the United Nations and after 
die victorious President Sad- 
dam Hussein received UN. 
Secretary' General Kofi 
Annan.” Iraqi television said. 

“Both sides discussed all the 
issues and problems invented 
by die U.S. administration to 


justify its aggression on Iraq," 
it said “All its attempts to do 
so, however, have failed" 

The newspaper Babel, run 
by President Saddam’s elder 
son Uday, said the accord 
“amounts to a victory for all 
the efforts aimed at averting 
for Iraq, the region and the 
entire world the suffering of 
war. 

“It is also a victory for the 
diplomatic efforts of the 
international community.” 
Babel said 

"The Iraqi leadership and 
the United Nations showed 
iheir ability to settle the most 
serious crises provoked by the 
United States and the U.N. 
Special Commission an_disacr _ 
moment in order to perpetuate 

thoanctiens./ijiaid^ 

U.N. sanctions were 
imposed after the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait in 1990 and 
cannot be lifted until U.N. 
inspector* certify that Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction 
and long-range missiles have 
been destroy©! 

“The United States tried 
since the beginning of the cri- 
sis to prepare an attack against 
Iraq and make force prevail 


over reason.” Babel said 

“But the growing opposition ■ 
to this logic among most per- 
■Tranent — Security Council— 
members and other countries 
and the will of the world com- 
munity, which rejects recourse 
to force, were stronger than 
the law of the American jun- 
gle," it said 

Babel was the only Iraqi 
newspaper to report arid com- 
ment on the deal, which was 
announced late Sunday after 
three days of talks here by Mr. 
Annan. 


The coos' erupted four 
months ago when Iraq refcsed 
to allow UX wessons 
inspectors® en te ipi e si dg ntial 
sites on grounds of sovereign-' 
ty. 

Mr. .Annan said the deal 
allows for free and unfettered 
access to so-called presiden- 
tial sites for the inspectors, in 
line with UN. Security Coun- 
cil demands. 

The United States said it still 
wants to study the agreement 
before it withdraws the threat 
of military force. 


Aziz gives British journalist history lesson 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz stung Monday 
by a British journalist asking 
whether Baghdad could be 
trusted to keep its promises, 
hit back with a history les- 
son about Britain's dealings 
in the Middle East. 

“In the history of the .Arab 
World since the World War 
I until now. it was the British 
that cannot be trusted." Mr. 
Aziz said at a joint news 
conference with U.N. Secre- 
tary General Kofi Annan 
after the signing of an agree- 
ment on U.N. weapons 
inspections. 


“The successive British 
governments did not com- 
mit themselves to the 
promises they made to the 
Arab nations." Mr. Aziz 
added, in response to a 
British journalist who asked 
if the Iraqi government 
could be trusted to keep its 
commitments. 

■‘[British governments] 
backed down against the 
commitments [they] gave to 
the Arabs, including the 
Iraqis. They changed" their 
policies. They did not 
respect their commitments/’ 
he added. 

Mr. Aziz was referring to 


correspondence between the 
British high commissioner 
in Cairo. Sir Henry McMa- 
hon. and Sharif Hussein, 
ruler of Mecca between July 
1915 and March 1916. 

In a letter dated Oct. 24. 
1915, McMahon undertook 
to guarantee, in the name of 
the British government, sup- 
port and recognition for 
Arab independence within 
the limits demanded by the 
prophet's descendant in 
Mecca if Sharif Hussein, 
who led an Arab revolt 
against the Turks, would 
help the armies. 

Sharif Hussein declared 


war on the Ottomans in June 
1916 but the British assur- 
ances were made void by the 
British-French Sykes-Picot 
accord of 1916 in which the 
two countries agreed to 
divide up the Ottoman 
Empire among themselves. 

Britain’s Balfour Declare- 
tion of Nov. 2, 1917, which 
promised the Jews a 
“national home” in Pales?- - 
tine, was seen by many 
Arabs as a betrayal of their 
cause. 

Iraq, whose boundaries 
were determined by Britain, 
was under British mandate 
from 1920 to 1932. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL .773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
14:10 Cartoon — C.R.O. 


16:30 French programme — 
Conans 

17:00 The Medical Magazine 


18:00 ... 
18:30 _ 

Small Talk 

/Border Town 

19:00 ... 


19:15 ..French Educational Pro- 

gramme 
15h30 ... 


19:35 ... 

.What Would You Do? 

21:10 ... 

.....Acapolo Bay 

■”:00 .... 


22 JO 

Feature Rim — ‘'Dark 

Heritage' 


23:59 ... 

.Metro Cafe' 


00:30 .End ofTJt. 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:48 


06:06 

(Sunrise) Duha 

U:49 

Dhuhr 

15:01 

‘Asr 

17:32 

.. .Maghreb 

18:49. 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


St. Man' of Nazareth Church 
S»effieh,Td. 810740 


Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

An glican Church Tel. 
624853/62481 1. 

$L Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-Speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56SS404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman lei. Si 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 654932 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Skies will be partly cloudy with 
a chance of scattered showers, 
and winds southeasterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Amman .04/17 


Aqaba 11/25 

Deserts 03/18 

Jordan Valley 10/25 


Yesterday's high temperamres: 
Amman 17, Aqaba 25 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 26 per 
cent, Aqaba 20 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Tawfiq Qu;bain 623029 

Dc Ghafib Zawaidefa —73601 1 

Dr. Hisham Kan’an_~ 790286 

Dr. KhaldoimAsfour 832600 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy ,_.637055 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....623672 
IRBID: 

Dr. Mazea Abo Baltic. — 278770 


AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 985550 


Khallfeb pharmacy 9854 1 7 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre ...6371 1 i 
Civil Defence Dept .....5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue — 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192, 621 111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

- ....63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints ...897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints. — 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance). 121 

Overseas Calls 0 1 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

5661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 


Radio Jordan .....7741 J 1 

Water Authority 5680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Cora pan v 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 

0853200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity... ..64428 J/6 

Akileh Maternity .642441/2 

Jaba] Amman Maternity 

642362 

Maihas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ..560707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital ..-5669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 
Die Islamic. Abdali 5666126/37 

Al-AWi, Abdali 5664 1 64/6 

Italian, AJ-Muh^jreen 777 1 0 1 /3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army.Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 


5602240/50 

Amal Hospital 5674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zap.ja Govt Hospital (09)983323 


Zarqa 

National Hospital 
(OQidflnsrtn 

Dbo Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
AI Hikma Modern Hospital 

I IW vOQfKKXi 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 
(02)275553 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
i02»27‘>' , 75 

Ibn Ai 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
07:15— ——Aqaba (add) (RJ.) 

07:15 — Sanaa (RJ) 

07:25 Damascus (RJ) 

09:25 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 


10:15 — Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

16:20 ...Cairo (RJ) 

17:15 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
17:30 ....London. Frankfurt (RJ) 


Other Flights 

14:40 


16:30 


18130 . 
20:00 

. Dubai. Damascus (EK) 
.Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:10. 


20:40 


22:20. 


23:35 . 
23:35 

Amsterdam <KL) 

Lamaca (CY) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

07:45 — -Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 ....Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 -..Amman iMaika Aiipon) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 
05:00. Aqaba (add) (RJ) 


06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

08:25 Amsterdam, New York! RJ) 
11:30—...' Vienna, Frankfurt (RJ) 

12:00 Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RJ) ; 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:30 Cairo (RJ) 

19:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:20 -J-amaca(RJ) - 

20:40 Damascus (RJ) 

21:00 ...Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flights 

02:25 -....Amsterdam (XL) 

03dK) ...Athens (OA) 

15:40 ..... ...Munich (YP) 

15:45 — .........Istanbul fTK) 

17:30 Rome (AZ) 

19:30 „Dubai (EK) 

21:20 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:40 _.;.Cairo (MS) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
06:45 Amman (Marka Airport), 
(RW) 

08:15 _Aqaba(RW) ■’ 

09 UO ...Amman (QAIA) (RW) • 
17:45 Amman (Mazka Airport) -• 
(RW) 

17:55 Tel Aviv (RW) ‘ 

20:30 .„. Amman (QAIA) (R.W) 
21:50 Aqaba ; (RW) 
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Badia research programme plans 
exhibition next month in London 


AMMAN iJ.T. » — The Jor- 
dan Badia Research and 
Development Programme 
iJBRDPl will next month 
begin “exporting" hadiu 
culture and heritage to Eng- 
land via a ten-dav exhibi- 
tion. 

The exhibition. "The 
Badia Comes to London — 
A Celebration of Culture. 
Heritage and An.” uill o (l 
on display at the RuxjI 
Geographical Society in 
London beginning March 
16 and will be accompanied 
on March 23 by lectures 
from both JBRDP Director 
Mohammad Shahba/ and 
his British counterpan Rod- 
erick Dutton. The pair will 
lecture on the badia 
research programme's 
achievements and its future 
plans for developing the 
region. 

the project is under the 
dual patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassun and the 
Duke of Kent. As such, the 
programme not only enjoys 
support from the’ Higher 
Council for Science and 


Technology in Amman, but 
the L.K.\ Royal Geo- 
graphical Society, in cinip- 
eration with Durham Uni- 
versity's Centre for Over- 
seas Research jnd Devel- 
opment. 

"What we have is a gold- 
en opportunity to enhance 
our research through this 
exhibition.” said Shiirila 
Zein, public relations direc- 
tor for the project, “it gives 
us a better chance to devel- 
op a plan that is vast and 
that incorporates environ- 
mentally sound develop- 
ment in this region." 

“Most people don’t 
realise that the badia consti- 
tutes 80 per cent of our 
country." she said. “That is 
staggering, and because it 
is such a vast area, we 
should be try ing to under- 
stand how to use it effi- 
ciently and preserve the 
lifestyle of {the bedouins) 
who live there.” 

Sharifa Zein said that 
through the exhibition, the 
JBRDP also hopes to 
underscore the role of 
women in the badia. 


"There is a major miscon- 
ception about women of 
that region,” she said. "In 
fact, they have always held 
a very important role at the 
decision-making level. 
Their position should be 
conveyed." 

The badia programme 
was established in 1002 
w ith the aitn of linking the 
badia’s economies with that 
of the Kingdom \ develop- 
ment economics, its main 
aim is to improve the living 
standards of the residents ol 
flie region, which includes 
35 communities with a pop- 
ulation of roughly Ib.tXKJ, 
who are highly reliant on a 
pastoral activities fur their 
livelihood. The JBRDP also 
concentrates its efforts on 
scientific research to identi- 
fy a model useful in the 
development of and invest- 
ment in the badia. 

The exhibition will con- 
clude on March 27 with a 
formal fund-raising dinner, 
which Sharifa Zein hopes 
will augment the pro- 
gramme's “limited finan- 
cial resources." 


IWHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


FILM 

* “Braveheart" at 
the British Council, 
Jabal Amman at 6:00 
p.m. 


PLAY 

* Children’s play 
“Snowwhitc and the 
Seven Dwarfs” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre 
at 5:30 p.m. 


LECTURE 

f “La fonction 
d'Ambassadeur au 
quotidien” by French 
Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Bernard Bajolet 
at the French Cultural 
Centre at 6:30 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of 
Finnish literature and 
textiles at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, until 
Feb. 27. 

* Private collection 
of Mamdouh Bisharut 
entitled “A Vision. 
An Identity” at Darat 
AI Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh, until March 
5 (Tel. 6432511- Also 
displaying works by 
contemporary Arab 
artists — “The New 
Collection.*’ 

* “History of Car- 
toon Drawings" at the 
French Cultural Cen- 
tre, Jabal Weibdeh, 
until Feb. 26. 


Civil servant stores not 
in competition with local 
businesses — official 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
director general of the 
Civil Service Consumer 
Corporation tCSCC), 
Ahmad Kreishan. has 
emphasised that the 35 
CSCC branches around 
the Kingdom were estab- 
lished io enable limited- 
income state employees 
and their dependants to 
buy consumer goods at 
reduced rates. 

But he denied that the 
CSCC competes with pri- 
vate sector businesses or 
is run for profit. An extra 
charge is added to the cost 
of consumer goods to 
cover the CSCC's expens- 
es. he said. 

Mr. Kreishan said nearly 
137.000 families, or about 
a million citizens, benefit 
from the services of the 
CSCC. which sells prod- 
ucts at prices between 10 
and 25 per cent less than 
local market rates. 

Mr. Kreishan said that 
by buying almost VO per 
cent of its needs from 


local Jordanian produc- 
ers, the CSCC is actually 
encouraging local manu- 
facturers and suppliers. 

The CSCC management 
has never had the inten- 
tion of competing with 
local businesses, and the 
number of CSCC cus- 
tomers has not increased 
nor has there been any 
increase in the volume of 
goods sold, added Mr. 
Kreishan. 

At the same time, he 
said, officials in charge of 
the CSCC branches have 
been instructed to follow 
regulations and prevent 
persons not entitled to 
buy goods from entering 
stores. 

Mr. Kreishan noted that 
the CSCC management is 
trying to make goods, 
including foodstuffs, 
clothes and high-quality 
home appliances, avail- 
able to beneficiaries at all 
limes. 


King receives report clearing security 
forces in death of man killed in Ma’an riots 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

i/vt i.i/ io Uif JonUit i Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Monday 
said the reports he received 
on the 22-year-nld man 
killed ip the Ma’an riots 
indicated that the security 
forces w ere not responsible 
for Ins death. 

“When I inquired about 
the incident in Ma’an, it 
was clear that the security 
forees did not upen fire but 
were themselves fired 
upon. The victim was hit in 
die back, which means that 
one of the people who were 
on tile scene shot him," the 
King said. 

King Hussein defended 
the role the security forces 
played in quelling the 
unrest, stating that they, 
along with certain govern- 
mental officials, were die 
targets of a "campaign.” 

"I believe there was a 


campaign focused on the 
security forces, the govern- 
ment. the minister of interi- 
or, and the Public Security 
Department's director gen- 
eral. The security forces 
exercised restraint during 
these incidents and u 
should be clear to every- 
body tluii the security and 
armed forces represent the 
state and should be accord- 
ed respect." 

Meanwhile, the autopsy 
report of Mohammad 
Abdullah Kateb, the man 
killed during the riots, has 
indicated char he was killed 
by a single bullet that pene- 
trated his heart, die Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said 
Monday. 

The agency quoted the 
Ma'un prosecutor general, 
whose uame was not given, 
as saying that Kateb was hit 
by a 7-milluneire calibre 
bullet that "entered his 
back, penetrated his liver 


and heart muscle and 
caused a wound in ihe chest 
wail.” 

Kateb was killed during a 
pro- Iraq rally following 
Friday prayers in Mu' an, 
220 kilometres south of 
Amman. 

His death sparked two- 
days of ami-government 
riots, during which more 
than 20 persons were 
injured in clashes between 
police and civilians. 

On Sunday, the army was 
deployed and curfew was 
imposed on the city, home 
to more than 2U.0U0 citi- 
zens. 

Telephone lines and elec- 
tricity were cut to the city 
and army units launched a 
house-to-house search for 
illegal weapons. 

Kateb's body, which was 
taken by bis family from a 
local hospital in Ma'an. 
was exhumed Sunday by 
police for the autopsy. 


His body was later 
returned to his family for 
burial, Petra said. 

Army and public security 
sources told the agency that 
the gun used to kill Kateb 
"was not a type of gun used 
by either the police or by 
the armed forces." 

Human rights activists in 
Amman told the Jordan 
Times that several people 
were arrested by security 
ageiils in Ma’un during the 
search for illegal weapons. 

The number of those 
arrested was not immedi- 
ately available due to the 
army closure of the city. In 
uddiiiun to communications 
being cut, no one has been 
allowed to leave or enter 
the city. 

On Monday, local news- 
papers showed pictures of 
weapons confiscated by 
security agents and police 
searching some houses in 
Ma’an. 


It was not known how 
long the curfew will remain 
on the city. 

Meanwhile, the bead of 
the Jordan Chapter of the 
Arab Organisation for 
Human Rights, Najeeb 
Rashdan. said three people 
were arrested by security 
personnel in different parts 
of the country. 

Mr. Rashdan. a former 
judge, told the Jordan 
Times that Basil Bashab- 
sheh, a student at Mu'ia 
University, was arrested in 
his native town of Karak.* 

He added that Moham- 
mad Abu Rub and Moham- 
mad Abu Douleh were 
arrested in Zarqa and Irbid. 
respectively. 

Mr. Rashdan said there 
was no concrete evidence 
that the arrests were linked 
to the riots in Ma’an. 

There was no confirma- 
tion from the government 
on these arrests. 


Academic 

delegation 

expresses 

support for 

advanced 

research 

AMMAN (J.T.i — A delega- 
tion from (he B* Kin-based 
Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation Monday concluded 
a live-day visit to die Kingdom, 
during which they expressed 
(lie foundation's willingness to 
continue support for Jordanian 
ac;uJemics seeking fellowships 
to study in Germany. 

The delegation, I leaded by 
Humboldt Foundation Secre- 
tary General Munlred Osten. 
also conducted talks with Royal 
Scientific Society President 
Said Alloush on last year’s per- 
formance by Jordanian acade- 
mics who rccicvcd fellowships 
and the foundation’s pro- 
grammes in the Kingdom. 

The fellowships provide for 
post-doctoral candidates io 
spend a period of up to 24 
months in Germany for 
research purposes. Equipment 
und literature donations can 
possibly be included. 

The programme also 
involves reciprocal visits by 
German professors to execute 
joint scientific expeditions in 
the Kingdom. 

During their visit, the delega- 
tion attended the second Annu- 
al General Meeting of the 
Humboldt Club of Jordan 
(HC1). HCJ Executive Com- 
mittee chief Marwan Mousa 
pointed out that four Jordanians 
were awarded fellowships last 
year, bringing the total number 
of recipients to 19. 

The delegation expressed 
their hope that the visit would 
be a step forward in ciwisoli dat- 
ing die 1 headship between the 
peoples of Jordan and Germany 
und would help intensify die 
academic exchange between 
scientists from die two coun- 
tries and technology transfer to 
Jordan. 

Over the past 140 years, the 
Humboldt Foundation has 
awarded Uk500 fellowships 
worldwide. 


Prime minister asks resources authority 
to settle issue of urban stone quarries 


AMMAN t Petra j — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sulam 
Mujali on Monday urged 
the Natural Resources 
Authority /NR A) to find a 
final settlement to the 
question of environmental- 
ly unfriendly stone quar- 
ries located within the 
Kingdom's urban ureas. 

During a meeting at the 
NR A with Minister of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Mohammad 
Saleh Horani and XRA 
officials. Dr. Mujali said 
action should be taken to 


end procrastination on the 
part of quarry owners, who 
hav e been obstructing gov - 
eminent measures to 
remove quarries from 
urban regions. 

In reviewing the NRA’s 
programmes, the prime 
minister underlined the 
importance of feasibility 
studies on projects con- 
ducted by the NRA. espe- 
cially those connected with 
exploration for mineral 
resources. 

The prime minister, 
accompanied by Deputy 


Prime Minister and Minis- 
ter of Information Abdul- 
lah Ensour, was briefed by 
Dr. Horani on the projects 
of ihe ministry and the 
NRA and cooperation with 
international firms 

prospecting for oil and 
mineral resources in the 
Kingdom. 

Also Monday, Dr. Majali 
called at the Ministry of 
Administrative Develop- 
ment and met with Minis- 
ter Bassani Emoush to 
review' the ministry’s plans 
for administrative reform. 


Dr. Majali said the public 
administration .system 
should reward those public 
servants who excel in their 
performance and hold 
accountable those who 
neglect their duties. 

The prime minister said 
the government was going 
ahead with plans to decen- 
tralise administration in 
various govemorates and 
institutions to give offi- 
cials there further authority 
in dealing with local 
issues. 


JNFW, Srour discuss means of helping 
women be elected to Parliament 


AMMAN (J.T.i — The 
Jordanian National Forum 
for Women (JNFWj Mon- 
day submitted a set of 
demands designed to help 
women be elected to Par- 
liament to Lower House 
Speaker Sa’d Hayel Srour. 

The demands were sub- 
mitted by JNFW Secretary 
General May Abul Samen 
at a meeting attended by 
Mr. Srour, JNFW board 
members and several 
deputies. 

Ms. Abul Samen also 
presented comments and 
suggestions on amend- 
ments to the election law*, 
and loopholes that she said 
are obstructing the election 


of women to the House. 

In last November’s par- 
liamentary elections, 24 
women representing all 
govemorates announced 
their intention to run for 
election. The number was 
later reduced to 17, but still 
no women made it to the 
House. 

Women's organisations 
blamed the failure partly 
on the election system and 
partly on the lack of public 
awareness on the need to 
elect women candidates. 

Mr. Srour said women’s 
participation in the democ- 
ratic process is certain to 
boost women's contribu- 
tions to public life and the 


development of the coun- 
try. 

He pointed to the many 
fields in which Jordanian 
women have had success. 
He paid tribute in particu- 
lar to the efforts of HRH 
Princess Basma, the JNFW 
president, who he said has 
been instrumental in pro- 
moting the status of 
women. 

Mr. Srour promised that 
the House would study the 
women’s proposals os'sub- 
mitted during the meeting 
and requested that the del- 
egation submit ideas on a 
mechanism to help women 
reach Parliament. He said 
women's views and pro- 


posals could be submitted 
for discussion not only by 
Parliament’s law* commit- 
tee but also within the 
framework of a national 
dialogue. 

The JNFW, which groups 
120,000 members repre- 
senting various sectors of 
society, is a national volun- 
tary organisation that seeks 
to promote women’s caus- 
es in Jordan. 

The following deputies 
attended the meeting: 
Fawzi Tueimeh, Abdullah 
Zureiqat, Ahmad Khattab, 
Gha 2 i Fayez, Amjad 
Majali, and Mukhaliad 
Zawahreh. 


Arab rights group calls for Shbeilat’s release 


CAIRO < AFP> — The 
Arab Organisation for 
Human Rights (AOHR) 
Monday urged the govern- 
ment to release opposition 
leader Leith Shbeilat, who 
was arrested lost week in 
connection with pro-Iraqi 
riots. 

"The organisation calls 
for the release of Mr. 
Shbeilat in observance of 
freedom of expression and 
opinion," said a statement 


by the Cairo-based AOHR 
received by AFP. 

It also criticised Jordan 
for sending the army into 
the town of Ma'an to put 
down the disturbance, dur- 
ing which one person was 
killed and more than 20 
wounded. 

The AOHR said Jordan’s 
handling of the riots and a 
ban on protests was “a seri- 
ous infringement of free- 
dom of expression as guar- 


anteed by human rights 
instruments and by the 
democratic pluralism on 
which political life is 
based in Jordan." 

It also urged Jordan “to 
permit peaceful demon- 
strations by the Jordanian 
people in expression of 
their opinion." 

Mr. Shbeilat was arrested 
early Friday morning after 
giving a speech in Ma’an 
during which, according to 


witnesses, he encouraged 
people “to defy the official 
ban and demonstrate their 
support for Iraq with force 
if necessary.” 

Mr. Shbeilat has served 
time in prison on two pre- 
vious occasions: in 1992 
when he was sentenced to 
20 years for plotting 
against the state and in 
1995 for insulting His 
Majesty King Hussein. 


Judicial Council sends Kilani retirement notice 


(Continued from page I) 

the High Court, then 
presided by Judge Abdul- 
lah Haddad, which issued 
the verdict signed by 10 
High Court judges. 

"The government is 
blaming me for the press 
amendments decision, but 
this decision was taken by 
the ten judges of the high- 
er court, not me alone." 
Judge Kilani said. 

When Judge Kilani 
entered the High Court 
last August, he described 
his mandate as "an initia- 
tive to restructure and 
upgrade the performance 
of the judiciary as an 
important step in uphold- 
ing justice." 

During his short tenure 
at the High Court, the 
judge locked horns twice 
with the Ministry of Inte- 
rior in two highly contro- 


versial cases. 

In September, his court 
suspended new licensing 
procedures for public 
transportation issued by 
the ministry that prohibil- 
cd taxi owners from sell- 
ing their cars as public 
vehicles. Taxi owners 
claimed that the measure 
would depreciate the 
value of their cars. The 
ministry also imposed a 
capital requirement of 
JD1 million and at least 
75 operating cars beiore a 
raxi office in Amman 
could be licensed. 

A final ruling on the 
case is expected today. 

Later in October, Judge 
Kilani ruled against the 
Minister of Interior in a 
case involving the renew- 
al of the passport of Adel 
Qathem Omar. Judge 
Kilani went further in his 
judgement to say that the 


1988 decision to sever all 
administrative and legal 
ties with the West Bank 
was unconstitutional 
since it did not pass 
through cither parliament 
or the cabinet. 

But Judge Kilani main- 
tains that there are less 
obvious reasons for his 
dismissal. 

"The real reason is that 
Jlhe Minister of Justice] is 
standing in the way of 
judicial reforms,” he 
charged. "The judicial 
council sent a memo to 
His Majesty King Hussein 
asking that the judicial 
system be reformed and 
His Majesty responded by 
ordering such a reform to 
take place. 

“But the minister hid the 
King's directives in his 
drawer,” he said. 


King welcomes U.N.-Iraqi accord, hopes next stage would end sanctions 

(Continued from page 1) 


future of the whole region 
and not just brethren Iraq 
and its people, for whom 
we have all feelings of sol- 
idarity.” The humanitarian 
suffering ot' the Iraqi peo- 
ple since 1990 should end, 
the Prince added. 

Mr. Annan expressed 
appreciation for the sup- 
port he has received from 
King Hussein and Crown 
Prince Hasson in his mis- 
sion. 

“The King is one of the 
leaders of the region who 
understand the situation in 
Iraq, someone I have been 
working with and seeking 
his support and help in 
defusing the crisis. I have 
called him several times 
and met with His Royal 
Highness in Paris on my 
way to Baghdad where he 
also brought me a message 


from His Majesty,” Mr. 
Annan said. 

Mr. Annan said his talks 
in Baghdad were honest, 
frank and constructive. 
"Every one is relieved that 
we ore able to defuse the 
crisis and that the use of 
force will not be neces- 
sary.” he added. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali also wel- 
comed the agreement. 

“This is good news. We 
were always eager to reach 
such a conclusion to spare 
Iraq a strong military strike 
that would harm Iraq and 
the region." Dr. Majali told 
reporters. 

“The agreement means 
that confidence has been 
restored between the U.N. 
Security Council and the 
Iraqi leadership. We hope 
that it will be a fresh begin- 
ning rewards stability in 
the region," the prime min- 


ister added. 

“We hope that Security 
Council members, includ- 
ing the United States, will 
accept the agreement," Dr. 
Majali said. Earlier in the 
day. Dr. Majali told the 
Senate that the agreement 
has minimised the chances 
of “a strong and destruc- 
tive’’ U.S. strike on Iraq. 

“We hope that Iraq and 
ihe whole region will be 
spared the outcomes of 
such a strike,” the premier 
told the Upper House. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Anani 
said that Jordan is sure that 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein will abide by the 
new agreement, 

"The Iraqis are now sure 
that they have got a lighr at 
the end of the tunnel so 
they have something that 
they will be much too care- 
ful not 10 lose." Dr. Anani 
told Cable News Networks 


tCNN) on Monday. 

Asked if he felt the U.N.- 
lraq deal would enable the 
U.S. to resume its position 
as mediator in the Middle 
East peace process, the 
minister said he was hope- 
ful it would. 

"This is exactly what 
everybody is hoping for. 
that the peace process 
would now be given a 
chance and we can hope for 
a serious engagement also 
on the peace front, particu- 
larly on the Palestinian 
track,” Dr. Anani added. 

The Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, quoted Dr. 
Anani as saying the King- 
dom hopes the Security 
Council will "consider 
these developments posi- 
tively and lift the sanctions 
imposed on Iraq in 
exchange for its applica- 
tion of the U.N. resolu- 
tions." 
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Northern Ireland peace talks 
resume without Sinn Fein 


BELFAST (AFP) — 
Northern Ireland peace talks 
resumed here Monday with- 
out Sinn Fein, but the IRA’s 
political wing is being kept 
in close touch with the 
process. 

The republican party has 
been sidelined by the 
British and Irish govern- 
ments for the next six ses- 
sions of the peace process 
which is going through one 
of its worst crises since it 
began five months ago. 

But communication lines 
with Sinn Fein are being 
kept open. British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair and 
Irish Premier Bertie Ahern 
are scheduled to meet 
Thursday to try to give a 
boost to the process. 

The Protestant Ulster 
Democratic Party was back 
at the table after a four- 
week suspension because of 
admitted murders by one of 
its associated militias. 

The talks were taking 
place against a background 
of heightened tension in the 
province following Sinn 
Fein's expulsion after its 
IRA allies were linked to 
two Belfast murders. A 
series of protest demonstra- 
tions by Sinn Fein outside 
Stormont Castle where the 
talks are taking place was 
also planned. 

The British government 
hinted Monday that it was 
satisfied the ERA was nor 
responsible for Friday’s car 
bomb blast outside a police 
station in Moira, west of 
Belfast, which injured 11 
people. 

Northern Ireland Political 
Development Minister Paul 
Murphy said be had been 
advised that the Continuity 
Army Council, a republican 


splinter group which does 
not observe the Irish 
Republican Army ceasefire, 
was probably responsible. 

Any hint of IRA involve- 
ment would have effective- 
ly ended Sinn Fein's his- 
toric participation and left 
in tatters a peace process 
aimed at finding a political 
solution to the conflict in 
the British-ruled province 
which has cost more than 
3,200 lives since 1969. 

The IRA's ceasefire 


declared in July let Sinn 
Fein into the negotiations. 

Further evidence of 
mounting tension came 
Monday when Irish army 
experts carried out rwo con- 
trolled explosions on a 
crude car bomb outside a- 
police station close to the 
border with Northern 
Ireland in County Louth. 

To demonstrate his con- 
tinued commitment to the 
peace process, Mr. Adams 
has called for a fresh 


approach from the British 
and Irish governments to try 
and reach a settlement by 
May. the negotiating dead- 
line set by London and 
Dublin. 

He has asked for another 
meeting with Mr. Blair 
which Downing Street said 
was being considered but 
which poses a political 
dilemma for the British 
leader in view of Sinn 
Fein’s ouster from the talks. 

Mr. Adams cautioned that 
Sinn Fein had not decided 
to go back to the talks when 
the ban ends March 9. “This 
is certainly not an attempt at 
political shadow boxing," 
he said. 

Mr. Ahem, who will hold 
mid-week talks in Dublin 
with Mr. Adams, said main- 
taining the momentum of 
the peace bid was vital. “We 
have a great deal of work to 
do, and we are anxious to 
get back to work. In a fort- 
night's time, hopefully we 
will have everybody back at 
the talks again. 

There were also signs that 
ministers are considering 
transferring the talks out- 
side the British Isles in an 
effort to give them a fresh 
impetus over the remaining 
few months. 

Talks chairman former 
U.S. Senator George 
Mitchell has already indi- 
cated he would favour a 
move and Finland and 
Austria have been men- 
tioned as possible venues. 

But the province's biggest 
Protestant party, the Ulster 
Unionists, oppose such a 
move. MP Ken Magmnis 
said “to remove us from the 
reality of the Northern 
Ireland situation would be 
utter folly." 


Car bomb defused at 
security checkpoint in 
Ireland 

DUBLIN (AFP) — Irish army experts carried out two! 
controlled explosions Monday on a car bomb near a secu- 
rity checkpoint less than a mile from the border with 
Northern Ireland, police said. 

Hundreds of people were forced to leave their homes. 

The alert began when a group of men ran from the car, 
parked beside the Irish police force base in Dromad, 
County Louth, less than a mfle from the border with 
Northern Ireland. . . 

Traffic on the main road linking Belfast and Dublin was 
halted and hundreds of people were forced to leave their 
homes. 

The suspect car. with Northern Ireland licence prates and 
thought to have been stolen, bad a large metal drum on its 
back seat connected to a detonating device. 

The checkpoint, one of the most rigorous on either side 
of the border, was strengthened last year after the pro- 
Britisb Ulster Volunteer Force issued threars against tar- 
gets in the south. 

Meanwhile 28 people were appearing in a Galway court 
Monday after pitched battles between followers of the 
Galway International Motor Rally and police in the city in 
western Ireland, at the weekend. 

Extra police were on duty this year following similar 
incidents at the rally last year involving supporters from 
Northern Ireland. 

More than 200 people were involved in the clashes. 
Bottles and stones were thrown at police wearing riot gear. 
Four police were injured and several squad cars damaged. 


U.S. writers guild hands out 
best screenplay awards 



Helen Hunt holds her award for Funniest Actress in a 
Motion Picture for her role in “As Good as it Gets’ at 
the 12th annual American Comedy Awards in Los 
Angeles (Reuters photo) 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
The Writers Guild of 
America gave its covet- 
ed screenplay awards to 
“As Good As It Gets” 
and “L.A. Confidential" 
in a ceremony which 
usually serves as a point- 
er to’ who will win 
screenplay Oscars. 

Mark Andrus and 
James L. Brooks won the 
award for best original 
screenplay for “As Good 
As It Gets” while “L.A. 
Confidential" writers 
Brian Helgeland and 
Curtis Hanson took the 
award for best adapted 
screenplay. 

The awards were pre- 
sented at a gala ceremo- 
ny Saturday night at the 
Hilton Hotel in Beverly 
Hills. They are voted on 
by members of the 
Writers Guild. 

The winners of the 
Writers Guild awards 
often go on to win the 
same categories in the 
academy awards. Last 
year’s winners, Billy 
Bob Thornton for his 
adaptation of 

“Slingblade" and Joel 
and Ethan Coen's origi- 
nal “Fargo” both won 
Oscars. 

“As Good As It Gets" 
has been nominated for 
seven Oscars including 
best picture. Jack 
Nicholson as best actor 
and Helen Hunt as best 
actress, in addition to 
best original screenplay. 
The movie tells the story 
of a cynical ageing 
writer whose romance 
with a younger waitress 
changes his life. 

"L.A. Confidential,” a 


MADRID ( AFP) — Three 
sailors died in an explo- 
sion and fire aboard a 
Romanian vessel off the 
Moroccan coast, Spanish 
rescue officials said 
Monday. 

Thirteen other crewmen 
were picked up without 


film noir adaptation of 
James Ellroy^s novel, 
has been nominated for 
nine Oscars, including 
best picture, best adapt- 
ed screenplay and best 
supporting actress for 
Kim Basinger. 

"As Good As It Gets” 
beat out “Titanic,” 
“Boogie Nights,” "The 
Full Monty” and “Good 
Will Hunting” for the 
Writers Guild Award. All 
are nominated for a best 


incident from liferafts, the 
Spanish National Rescue 
Centre said. 

The accident took place 
Sunday night some 70 
nautical miles north of 
Casablanca, and the 
Moroccan coast guard 
was still trying Monday to 


original screenplay 
Oscar except “Titanic”, 
which was passed over 
for Woody Allen's 
“Deconstructing Harry.” 
“L.A. Confidential” 
topped “Donnie 

Brasco,” “The Ice 
Storm,” li Wag the Dog” 
and “The Wings of the 
Dove.” Only “The Ice 
Storm” is not Oscar 
nominated, missing out 
to “The Sweet 
Hereafter." 


douse the flames and take 
the vessel in tow, the offi- 
cials said. 

Spanish authorities were 
the first to hear the dis- 
tress call after an explo- 
sion in the machine room 
of the Adria triggered the 
fire. 


Riot police 
arrive in 
violence-torn 
Albanian 
town 

TIRANA (AFP) — 
Several hundred 

Albanian riot police 
moved in on the northern 
Albanian town of 
Shkoder Monday after 
several official buildings 
were torched overnight 
by about 100 masked 
gunmen. 

Police sources said the 
anti-riot forces from 
Tirana were facing off 
with the armed gangs 
across a bridge leading 
into the town, as they 
waited for orders from a 
national security council 
emergency meeting being 
held in the capital. 

The rioters damaged 
the bridge with explo- 
sives in a bid to prevent 
anyone from leaving or 
entering Shkoder. 

Witnesses told AFP that 
the town's university, 
library, courthouse and a 
bank had been set on fire 
and several buildings 
were still burning 
Monday morning. 

They added that gangs 
and residents were loot- 
ing banks, stores and the 
city hall and that the 
local police had failed to 
intervene. 

Interior ministry 

spokesman Art an Bizgha 
said the gunmen who set 
fire to the buildings were 
carrying “all kinds of 
weapons and were wear- 
ing bullet- proof vests.” 

Sunday, a dozen armed 
men attacked the police 
headquarters in Shkoder 
and freed 35 inmates. 
•The assailants entered 
the building after an 
hour-long shootout in 
which three policemen 
were wounded, according 
to local hospital sources. 
They escaped with 
weapons after holding 
the station for several 
hours. 

The Shkoder region is 
the bastion of the opposi- 
tion Democratic Party 
headed by former presi- 
dent Saii Berisha, a bitter 
foe of the ruling Socialist 
regime. 


Fire kills 3 on Romanian 
vessel off Morocco 



Accompanied by his fiance Renate te Water Naude 
(right), a defiant former president P.W. Botha leaves 
court after he defied a summons from the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) to appear before it 
(Reuters photo) 

Former S. African 
president Botha pleads 
not guilty to TRC snub 


GEORGE, South Africa 
(AFP) — Former 
President P.W. Botha 
Monday launched a 
scathing attack on the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission after plead- 
ing not guilty in the mag- 
istrate’s court here to 
charges of snubbing a 
TRC hearing. 

Mr. Botha, through his 
lawyer, declared his 
innocence and entered a 
lengthy plea explanation 
in which he accused the 
TRC of bias, of acting 
maliciously against him 
and of breaking an under- 
taking it would not 
require him to attend any 
hearings in person. 

The 82-year-old former 
president, who ruled 
South Africa from 1978 
until 1989. failed to 
appear before a TRC 
hearing on Dec. 19 into 
his leadership of the 
now-defunct State 

Security Council, which 
brutally enforced 

apartheid. 

He arrived at the court- 
house accompanied by 
his vivacious fiancee 
Reinette te Water Naude, 
35 years his junior, and in 
a 20-minute hearing, was 
formally charged with 
“illegally. deliberately 
and without good reason" 
failing to arrive at the 
TRC hearing in Cape 
Town on that date. 

Mr. Botha did not 
address the court, leaving 
all the talking to his 
lawyer. Lappe Laubscher. 
He sat on a chair beside 
the dock for the duration 
of the session, which was 
adjourned for trial to 
April 14-17. 

In his plea explanation, 
read out by Mr. 
Laubscher. Mr. Botha 
said TRC chairman 
Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu had on Nov. 21, 
1996. agreed that he 
would not have to appear 
in person if he made a 
written submission to the 
TRC. 

Mr. Botha subsequently 
handed over a 1,700-page 
submission but the com- 
mission said it still need- 
ed him to appear in per- 
son as many questions 
remained unanswered. 

In his plea explanation, 
the man who oversaw 
apartheid’s most brutal 
decade, said the TRC had 
claimed the answers were 
inadequate even before it 
had studied his submis- 
sion. 

He claimed further the 
TRC had acted “in bad 
faith, with an ulterior 
motive and manifestly 
unjustly" when it subpoe- 


naed him to appear at the 
Cape Town hearing in 
that it was not prepared 
to wait for further written 
answers to new questions 
raised. 

The TRC. he added, set 
the hearing in Cape Town 
when he had furnished it 
with a medical certificate 
saying he should not 
travel until this ’ end of 
December because of a 
hip replacement opera- 
tion. 

The octogenarian also 
accused the TRC of bias, 
claiming that most of its 
members are supporters 
of the ruling African 
National Congress 
(ANC) or the smaller, 
more radical Pan 
Africanist Congress 
(PAC). 

“The accused pleads 
that the commission was 
prejudiced and conse- 
quently acted ultra vires 
regarding its activities in 
general, and in particular, 
regarding the decisions 
of the commission relat- 
ing to (Botha), his gov- 
ernment and the func- 
tionaries of his govern- 
ment,” the plea explana- 
tion said. 

At the start of proceed- 
ings, before magistrate 
Victor Lugaju, lawyers 
acting for the TRC hand- 
ed over boxes of docu- 
ments which had been 
subpoenaed by Mr. Botha 
after his first court 
appearance, on Jan. 23. 

Outside the courthouse , 
in this south coast resort, 
around 100 ANC protest- 
ers jeered at the arrival 
and departure of Mr. 
Botha and denounced 
him in placards as a 
“mass killer” and “South 
Africa’s worst criminal.” 

Police overnight ringed 
the building with razor 
wire and deployed heavi- 
ly armed officers in the 
surrounding streets soon 
after dawn. 

Unlike the first hearing j 
when several dozen ! 
rightwingers demonstrat- 
ed their support for Mr. 
Botha. Monday’s hearing 
saw only a small turnout 
of white rightwingers, 
who filled some of the 
benches in the small 
courtroom. 

Mr. Botha’s eldest son 
Rossouw Botha and 
daughter Elanza Maritz 
were among those in the 
courtroom he greeted 
warmly on his arrival. 

The former president 
faces a prison term of up 
to two years if convicted 
but. due to his age and ill- 
health, he is unlikely to 
go to jail, according to 
legal experts. 


N. 



to respond positively 
to its 



SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea Monday urged the 
South to accept its call for 
dialogue between political 
parties from the two 
Koreas. the North’s Korea 
Central News Agency 
(KCNA) said. 

KCNA quoted Yang 
Hyong-Sop, North Korea’s 
alternate member of the 
political bureau of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea 
Central Committee and 
Chairman of the Supreme 
People’s Assembly, as say- 
ing in a statement Sunday 
that he supported the mea- 
sures. 

“He expressed the belief 
that political parties and 
organisations in South 
Korea would fulfil their 
duties and roles* in confor- 
mity with the aspiration and 
desire of the whole nation 
to positively respond to the 
patriotic appeal,” KCNA 
said. 

It quoted Mr. Yang as say- 
ing that a letter was sent to 
political parties and organi- 
sations in South Korea last 
week “out of desire to pool 
strength for the reunifica- 
tion of the country.” Mr. 
Yang's statement was 


issued four days after Nortii 
Korea handed 70 copies, of 
a letter to the South con- 
taming the proposals ador- 
ed at a Pyongyang meeting 
last Wednesday for political 
parties and organisations 
here, calling for dialogue. 

Mr. Yang said the mea- 
sures were considered 
“patriotic and just” and 
“reflecting the desire of the 
nation and requirements of. 
the present situation.” 

But the call made it clear 
that no reconciliation could 1 
be expected while South 
Korea remained dependant 
on “foreign forces,” a refer- 
ence to the 37,000 U.S. 
troops stationed in South 
Korea. 

The South Korean gov- 
ernment last week said it 
would review the letter 
before banding it to the 
addressees, leaders of polit- 
ical parties and organisa- 
tions including President- 
elect Kim Dae-Jung. 

But so far no comment 
has been made and analysts 
here said they believed it 
was aimed at Mr. Kim's 
South Korean administra- 
tion, which takes office 
Wednesday. 
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Polynesian military chief 
says no pollution from 
French nuclear tests 


PAPEETE (AFP) — French 
Polynesia’s armed forces supe- 
rior commanding officer Vice 
Admiral Le Beere said the 
French nuclear tests earned out 
on Mururoa and Fangataufu 
atolls in the South Pacific 
between 1966 and 1973 were 
environmentally safe. “The 
islands in this region have not 
been and are not contaminat- 
ed” Me Beere said. 

He said a report from the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency to be released in the 
next few weeks in Paris and 
Ptqpeeie should confirm this. 

Adm. Beere, however, said 
that “doubts still exist” and 
added; ‘To clear up foe infor- 
mation, we are ready to pro- 
vide reinforced medical fol- 
low-ups for the population far 
as long as necessary.” 

The French weekly maga- 
zine Le Nouvel Observateur 
had reported serious radioac- 
tive pollution on Rikitea islet 
in die Gambler archipelago, 
ihe site of the first French 
nuclear atmospheric tests in 
July 1966. The magazine said 
the nuclear pollution on the 
islet, some 500 kilometres 


southeast/rf Mururoa, was not 
officially recognised. 

Mururoa and Fangataufa 
atolls in French Polynesia were 
die sites of French nuclear tests 
between 1966 and 1973. 
France carried out its last 
nuclear test, an underground 
explosion, in Mururoa in 1996 
shortly before signing the 
international anti-nudeartesr 
ban treaty. Lucas Paeamara, 
mayor of Mangareya, said. the 
magazine repeat, was “trou- 
bling and disturbing.” 

“But these are things which 
are beyond us and which we 
barely understand. Only good 
medical control conducted 
over (he long term, will allow 
us then to know if such a thing 
has truly occurred in this peri- 
od, “be said. 

Mr. Paeamara also said that 
since 1970 all the species of 
fish in the lagoon had become 
poisonous. “Why? It has never 
been explained to us,” he said. 

In 1966 the community in 
Mangareva have been provid- 
ed with two open-bunkers in 
which the population would 
stay during a nuclear test 
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Senior Cambodian 


resistance commander 
convicted of theft ’ ■ 5 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — A 
senior Cambodian resistance 
commander loyal to deposed 
co-Premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh has been tried and 
convicted of antiquities theft, 
according to a court document 
seen Monday. 

Serei Kosal, a former deputy 
governor of northwest 
Battambang province, was 
convicted in absentia at an 
unpublicised trial there on Feb. 
17 and sentenced to 10 years in 
prison from the date of his 
arrest, aaxwding to a copy of 
the verdict shea. 

“The provincial court con- 
siders this (document) to be a 
public declaration of the ver- 
dict at the in absentia trial “ 
chief judge Chhay Kong 
wrote. 

Serei Kosal is now a senior 
general in the prince's resis- 
tance forces and commands 
troops in southeast 
Battambang province near the 
town of Samlet 

He had been removed from 
his post as deputy governor 
last February when fighting 
broke out in Battambang 
between his forces, loyal to 
Prince Ranariddh, and those 
loyal to strongman Hun Sen. 

He returned to Phnom Penh 
as chief spokesman for the 
prince and was known for his 
fieiy rhetoric as the Ranariddh- 
Hun Sen coalition government 
began to foil apart, finally 


breaking up in fierce fighting 
in July. 

In the months between 
February and July, Hun Sen 
repeatedly accused Serei 
Kosal of illegally transporting 
Khmer Rouge troops to 
Phnom Penh to protea Prince 
Ranariddh and other officials 
in his royalist FUNdNPEC 
party. 

Shortly after those accusa- 
tions began, the antiquities 
theft charges against Serei 
Kosal dating from 1995 and 
1996 were filed. 

Serei Kosal, along with i 
Prince Ranariddh and two oth- 
ers also face more serious 
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security charges. 

The ponce, his top military 
commander. General Nhiek 
Bun Chhay, and his chief erf 
bodyguards, are to be tried io 
absentia cm charges of illegally 
importing weapons eariy next 
month. 

Serei Kosal has denied all 
the charges including stealing 
tire statues, but the Battambang 
court's verdict indicated that 
two limestone Buddha statues, 
one dating from the Angkoriau 
period, had been found on las 
property. 

Both of them, alleged to 
have been stolen from the 
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provincial government office, 
have since been turned over to 
national heritage officials ft* 
safekeeping, Chhay Kong said 
in the verdict . 
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TOKYO ( AFP) — Japanese 
space scientists said 
Monday they were balding 
io salvage experiments on a 
S 36 *thillion communica- 
tions satellite by chasing its 
errant path around the 
glol*- 

A_ blunder in the launch 
meant the satellite failed to 
reach die required height for 
its journey to a geostation- 
ary orbit which would have 
kept it in a fixed position 
relative to the Earth. 

Scientists ar Japan’s 
National Space 

pevdopment Agency 
I NASD A) said they were in 
contact with the communi- 
cations and broadcasting 
engineering test satellite 
known as COMETS. 

“In order for as to conduct 
experiments we will have to 
roll an antenna to chase the 
satellite;* .said u NASDA 
spokesman. 

NASDA officials said 
d»ey were studying ways to 
propel the satellite to a 
higher orbit alter Saturday's 
mishap in which it was 
released at an altitude of 
247 kilometres instead of 
273 kilometres. 

The satellite was sup- 
posed eventually to reach a 
geostationary' orbit 36.000 
kilometres from Earth. Bui 
the lower-than-pianned 
release means it is too far 
for the onboard engines to 
cope with the journey. 

COMETS is now flying 
around Earth on an elliptical 
orbit which takes it to a dis- 
tance of 1.901 kilometres at 
the .furthest point and just 
2S0'^ume'tres at the near- 

^^are considering what 
to do with the satellite with 
an option of three different 
orbits,” said another 
NASDA official. 

The three orbits would 
take the satellite to a maxi- 
mum distance from Earth of 
either 25.000 kilometres. 
19.000 kilometers or 1 5.000 i 
kilometres. 

All three are below the 
distance required for geo- 
stationary orbit, forcing 
ground stations to consider 
tracking the satellite with 
moving antennae, the 
NASDA officials said. 

“Ws don't know if it will 
be possible for us to con- 
duct experiments.'' said the 
NASDA spokesman. “Even 
if it is possible, we are not 
sure how long we can con- 
tinue experimenting," he 
added. 

The blunder Saturday was 
Japan's first satellite launch 
failure using the home- 
grown H-2 rocket. 

NASDA found that the 
firing of the second-stage 
rocket engine lasted only 44 
seconds before the satel- 
lite’s separation, far shorter 
than die 192 seconds need- 
ed 

Space agency official 
Akira Awasawa said the 
satellite cost about 4.52 bil- 
lion yen ($36 million) while 
die ■ rocket launch cost 
another 2.3 billion yen. 

Scientists at southern 
Japan’s Tanegashima Space 
Centre were preparing to 
study data from an observa- 
tory on the tiny Pacific 
island of Christmas Island 
<n Kiribati. 

COMETS was to have 
performed tests related to 
inter-orbital communica- 
tions, satellite broadcasting, 
mobile communications 
and -the upgrading of a large 
geostationary' satellite. 

Planned experiments 
included transmission ol a 

television-style telephone 
signal and trying out 
Internet connections using 
mobile telecommunication 
equipment. 

COMETS' launch had 
been delayed for one day 
due to bad weather Friday- 
The satellite had initially 
been scheduled for launch 
last August but was post- 
poned to allow changes to 
its solar power panels fol- 
lowing a failure of similar 
systems on another satellite. 


Indonesian police break up 
demo as tensions rise in Jakarta 


* Jti ° Fa* human rights protestors wave flags and black banners as they stage 
a suent demonstration in Jakarta. They took to the streets despite the govem- 
ment ban of any gathering for the next three weeks during the indirect presi- 
dential election (Reuters plioto) 

Sri Lanka jets hit Tiger bases 
as 65 feared killed in sea battle 


COLOMBO (AFP) — At 
least 65 Tamil rebels and 
troops were presumed 
kilted utter Tiger suicide 
bombers smashed a navy 
convoy in northern Sri 
Lanka Mum I ay and the mil- 
itary retaliated with air 
strikes, officials said. 

At least eight small fowls 
packed with explosives 
rammed and blew up 
against a navy cargo ship 
and a landing craft carrying 
108 soldiers and sailors, 
military officials and the 
defence ministry here said. 

The M. V. Pabbatha and 
Vaalampuri. escorted by 
seven gunboats, were about 
to reach their destination in 
(he peninsula of Jaffna 
when they came under 
attack from the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE], officials said. 

Within hours of the attack 
10 miles olT Sri Lanka's 
northernmost tip of Point' 
Pedro, air force jeLs bombed 
suspected sea Tiger bases at 
Chalai in the north, stale 
radio announced. 

The radio gave no details 
of the strikes by Israeli-built 
Kfir jeLs but said several 
rebel boats were destroyed 
and an unspecified number 
of guerrillas killed. 

Military sources said 45 
soldiers and 17 sailors had 
so far been rescued, some of 
them injured. However, 
hopes were fading for the 
remaining 46 missing crew- 
men and soldiers. 

The defence minisny said 


a flotilla of 10 to 12 rebel 
boats, including suicide 
craft, were involved in a 
fierce lirefight with the 
navy convoy till early 
Monday under a waning 
moon. 

The Pabbatha was carry- 
ing 5K soldiers, 25 navy 
crew and two armoured per- 
sonnel earners, officials 
said. Both ships sank after 
catching fire. The leading 
vessel in the convoy, ihe 
MV Shukthi with 400 sol- 
diers aboard, escaped the 
attack. 

Navy officers estimated 
that the eight suicide boats 
had two elite Black Sea 
Tiger cadres in each and 
therefore 16 guerrillas may 
have perished. 

However, total rebel loss- 
es were estimated by mili- 
tary .sources at about 20 
killed in the fire fight with 
other boats also providing 
cover to the suicide craft. 

Seven navy fast-attack 
craft, including four Israeli- 
made Dvora-efass gunboats, 
were in the area at the time. 
They were later deployed 
for the search and rescue 
operations. 

There w'as no immediate 
word from the LTTE about 
the strike. 

The two boats which were 
sunk were part of a convoy 
taking troops to the penin- 
sula, which the government 
wrested from rebel control 
in December 1995. The sol- 
diers were returning to their 
posts in Jaffna after leave. 


Although the military 
look Jaffna, the main land 
access to the region is still 
held by the rebels, forcing 
the authorities to use expen- 
sive and dangerous sea and 
air routes to supply the 
peninsula. 

The Tigers attacked a 
North Korean merchant 
vessel, the MV Moranbang, 
in July, killing one crew- 
man. They later freed the 
other crewmen and the ves- 
sel but warned that mer- 
chant shipping travelling to 
Jaffna would be targeted. 

The navy has suffered 
heavy losses front devastat- 
ing suicide attacks by the 
LTTE in the past. Navy 
chief Cecil Tisscra narrowly 
escaped an assassination 
bid in December. 

Troops have been mount- 
ing a major offensive to 
capture the land route to 
Jaffna since last May but 
still have some way to go 
amid heavy losses. ■ 

Official figures show 
nearly 1,000 soldiers and 
some 3.200 rebels have 
been killed, but the rebels 
have denied the figure for 
their losses. 

The Tigers are waging a 
protracted campaign for an 
independent homeland in 
(he north and cast, where 
the two-million strong 
Tamil minority is concen- 
trated. 

More than 55.000 people 
have been killed in the past 
25 years with fighting inten- 
sifying since 1 983. 


Pakistan president urges India to 
accept U.N.-sponsored vote in Kashmir 


ISLAMABAD iAFP) — 
Pakistani President 

Muhammad Rafiq Tarar 
Monday called on India 
to accept the “right” of 
people in the strife-tom 
Kashmir region to deter- 
mine their future in a 
U.N.-supervised referen- 
dum. 

In his first address to 
parliament after his 
December election. Mr. 
Tarar said Pakistan want- 
ed “tension-free” ties 
with India, but Kashmir 
remained a “stumbling 
block.” 

The president con- 
demned what he called 
India’s "brutal atrocities” 
in Kashmir. the 
Himalayan region divided 
between the two countries 
and claimed by both, a 
dispute that has sparked 
two wars between them in 
the past. 

Opposition MPs led by 
former Premier Benazir 
Bhutto and deputies from 
Muttaliida Qaumi 

Movement (MQM), an 
ally of Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, walked out 
during Mr. Tarar’s maiden 
speech to the parliament. 

Mr. Bhutto challenged 
Mr. Tarar’s credentials, 
alleging the former 
Supreme Court judge 
inspired u rift among 
judges during a constitu- 
tional crisis beiore his 
election anti was now 
serving Mr. Sharil s inter- 

ests. . , . 

The opposition leader, 
speaking to reporters after 
the walkout, claimed Mr. 


Tarar w-ux in league with 
the government in its 
efforts to tame the judi- 
ciary and undermine its 
independence. 

The MQM walkout was 
to protest against the mas- 
sacre of eight people, 
including six party work- 
ers, by undentified gun- 
men in the group’s 
stronghold of Karachi 
Sunday, party representa- 
tives said. 

Mr. Tarar warned India 
that a people ready to 
"sacrifice their lives for 
liberty" could not be kept 
in "chains of slavery.” 

India has to keep this 
“lesson of history” in 
mind and give the 
Kashmir people self- 
determination, he said. 

Mr. Tarar said Pakistani 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif took a “bold initia- 
tive” that led to three 
rounds of talks between 
the two countries Iasi year 
at the foreign secretary 
level. 

He accused India of 
backing out of its 
“promise” during the 
talks to set up a mecha- 
nism of joint working 
committees to address 
Kashmir and all other 
bilateral issues. 

“I hope India will recip- 
rocate our sincere efforts 
and seriously address all 
the issues bedevilling 
relations between our two 
countries,” he said. 

The president urged the 
international community 
io put pressure on India to 
engage in “meaningful” 


talks to resolve the 
Kashmir issue. 

India accuse* Pakistan 
of aiding a Miparaiisi 
campaign that has left 
more than 20,000 people 
dead in the Indian-con- 
trolled southern two- 
thirds of Kashmir. since 
1989. Pakistan says it 
gives only moral support. 

U.N. resolutions on 
Kashmir, . adopted in 
1948-49 after the first war 
between the two coun- 
tries, envisaged a referen- 
dum. India says the reso- 
lutions are no longer rele- 
vant. 

Mr. Tarar said 
Pakistan’s "lime-tested” 
close ties with China 
would be further strength- 
ened, while continuing 
efforts to end “atmos- 
phere of suspicion and 
mistrust" with Russia. 

Relations with the 
United Slates have an 
“important place in our 
foreign policy," he said. 

In recent contacts with 
Washington. Pakistan had 
stressed the need for an 
“equitable" U.S. nuclear 
non-proliferation policy 
(towards Pakistan and 
India), he said, adding 
that there was mutual 
agreement to enhance 
trade and investment 
links. 

On Afghanistan, Mr. 
Tarar voiced support for 
peace efforts in the war- 
tom country promoted by 
the United Nations and 
the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference. 


JAKARTA f AFP) — 
Indonesian police backed 
by armed troops Monday 
broke up a smalt and 
peaceful demonstration 
by women protesters 
handing out flower* umid 
rising tension in the capi- 
tal. 

Three of the dozen 
women were arrested and 
taken to Jakarta’s police 
headquarters after the 
protest over soaring 
prices was dispersed. 

They had been detained 
for holding their protest 
tyi a busy central round- 
about and in view of sev- 
eral major international 
hotels without permis- 
sion. police at the scene 
said. 

Authorities have 

banned all public gather- 
ings in the capital until 
after next month’s presi- 
dential selection ends on 
March 1 1 . A forum on 
political reform, to be 
attended by leading 
opposition figure A mien 
Rais, was abandoned 
Saturday after police said 
it was banned. 

Monday's protest by a 
group of women calling 
themselves “The Voice of 
Concerned Mothers" was 
ihe first to test the ban. 
implemented Thursday. 

The well-dressed 
women earlier displayed 
banners complaining 
about the soaring prices 
of basic commodities and 
sang patriotic songs. 


"Safeguard our milk 
supply," said ihe banners. 
"Mothers are the pillars 
of society.” “We want our 
families to be healthy." 

A police officer who 
identified himself only as 
Arthur D. said the three 
did not have a permit to 
hold the protest and 
would be questioned. 

“If we find that the 
intent was sabotage, then 
they will be arrested." he 
added. when asked 
whether the ihree were 
formally under arrest. 

A statement distributed 
by the protesters blamed 
the current dire economic 
situation on “a govern- 
ment which docs not pay 
attention to the interests 
of die common people 
and which represses their 
voices." 

"We do not w ant to liv e 
in a culture of intimida- 
tion and manipulation.” 
Tuty Herary, an academic 
ar the state-owned 

L'niversitas Indonesia. 

told AFP on the sidelines 
of the protest. 

Another protester, 
Tieneke Arif, said the 
group represented about 
50 mothers but acred on 
behalf of all Indonesian 
women. 

The women warned 
healthy families whose 
basic needs were guaran- 
teed. their children to 
have adequate nutrition 
and “a civilised nation 
which respects basic 


human rights and civil 
rights," the statement 
said. 

"We feel that the crisis 
in Indonesia is a great 
cause of concern “ they 
said, adding the price of 
essential commodities 
such as rice, cooking oil 
and especially milk hud 
“soared bey ond reach." 

The rupiah has lost 
more than 70 per cent of 
its value against the dol- 
lar since July, prompting 
an economic slowdown 
and soaring prices. 

The rises have sparked 
rioting in more than 25 
towns and cities across 
Indonesia in the last two 
weeks, leaving at least 
five dead. hundreds 
arrested and massive 
damage. 

A silent protest over 
Indonesia's economic 
crisis and political sys- 
tem was permitted to go 
ahead in another pan of 
the city some two hours 
later. 

Some 24 demonstrators 
clutched a strip of black 
cloth and held their fists 
in the air for about 30 
minutes at the main 
entrance to a central an> 
centre where some 
activists study. 

The protesters were 
members and sympathis- 
ers of the Indonesian 
Solidarity for Amien and 
Mega (Siaga). a group 
supporting challengers to 
President Suharto’s bid 


for the next presidential 
ierm in March. 

Siaga was formed last 
year io support the candi- 
dacy of outspoken 
Muslim leader Amien 
Rais, who heads the 
influential 

Muhummadiyah Islamic 
movement, and of lead- 
ing opposition figure 
Megawati Sukarnoputri. 

Mr. Rais and Mr. 
Megawati have both said 
they would accept nomi- 
nation as candidates for 
the presidency, which is 
io be decided next month 
by a 1,000-strong elec- 
toral committee dominat- 
ed by Suharto loyalists. 

A human rights watch- 
dog, meanwhile, urged 
the country's new mili- 
laiy commander General 
Wiranio to find two dissi- 
dents who have been 
missing for nearly three 
weeks. 

The Indonesian Legal 
Aid and Human Rights 
Association (PBHi) said 
the lack of police action 
had prompted specula- 
tion the disappearances 
of Desnion Mahesa, 33. 
director of the Jakarta 
chapter of the Nusantara 
Legal Aid Institute and 
Siaga secretary-general 
Pius Lustrilanang. 30, 
were linked to their pro- 
democracv activities. 


EU states not to condemn China on rights 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Union will not 
back an attempt by rhe 
U.S. or any other country 
io have China's human 
rights record condemned 
at the annual meeting of 
U.N. Human Rights 
Coirimissiofi 'in Genev’a 
next month, EU foreign 


ministers agreed here 
Monday. 

“In view of the first 
encouraging results of the 
EU-Chinu human rights 
dialogue, the Council 
agreed that neither, the 
Presidency nor any other : 
member state should table 
or co-sponsor a draft reso- 


lution at the next U.N. 
Commission on Human 
Rights." the ministers said 
in a statement. 

The move follows a bit- 
ter row last year when 
France., used its veto .to 
^preveqinhe EU presenting. . 
a resolution in Geneva. 
The EU had presented 


such a resolution every 
year since 1990. 

The move led to recrim- 
inations after Denmark, 
which decided to go ahead 
and present the resolution, 
was threatened with trdQe 
__ sapetjogs Jjy China, atjd 
France clinched asenes" of 
major contracts. 


We invite you to the place of honor 
on the new RJ Crown Class. 
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Starting March 1 St, we’ll roll out the red carpet 
for business travelers on our new "Crown Class". 

On the ground, well pamper you with check in and advanced 
sealing services. Our rriurbished CIP lounges are luxuriously 
equipped for your added pleasure. You'll find fax and Internet 
facilities for your business needs. Inflight, indulge in First Class 
service. Stretch out on extra spurious seats. Relax with yournew 
PorconalUed Video System, featuring a choice of 15 international 
hit films. On the ground and onboard the new RJ Crown Class 
is an invaluable experience. 
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Win for diplomacy 

EVEN THOUGH the nuts and bolts of the accord 
reached between Iraq and the U.N. in Baghdad on 
Sunday have yet to be revealed, certain elements 
of it could be discerned from what Kofi Annan 
and Tareq Aziz said in their joint press conference 
yesterday. 

Two major sticking points that reportedly 
delayed agreement until the last moment appear 
to have centred on the time frame for carrying out 
the mandate of UNS COM's weapons inspection 
teams in obtaining full and unfettered access to all 
sites in the country including the presidential 
palaces. In the press conference the U.N. secretary 
general shed light on the first point by saying that 
whereas no time limit would be imposed on the 
work of the inspection units, the mandate of 
UNSCOM would nevertheless have to be conclud- 
ed within a '"reasonable time." The rule of thumb 
in legal construction is that whenever no time 
limit is specifically mentioned in any agreement, 
the '"reasonable time" criterion would have to be 
read into the text of the accord. This effectively 
means that the U.N. Security Council would have 
to pronounce itself on this issue at a later stage. 
The formula thus offered the most amicable way 
out for the two sides. On the one hand it 
addressed Iraq's legitimate concerns that the 
inspection of their country' could not be accepted 
as an open-ended exercise! On the other hand, the 
formula should satisfy Washington’s insistence 
that no time frame be placed in writing on the 
conduct of the inspectors. 

On the other issue, which concerned the lifting of 
the punitive sanctions imposed against Iraq fol- 
lowing its invasion of Kuwait in 1990, Annan was 
understandably not able to go beyond saying that 
the boycott would be lifted upon the faithful 
implementation of the Baghdad accord. 
Nevertheless there is no doubt that whatever 
assurances Iraq won from the U.N. on ending the 
sanctions, whether written or otherwise, need to 
be taken into consideration at the earliest possible 
opportunity. 

Every carefully drafted agreement would have 
to be interpreted against the backdrop of the 
deliberations held on the evfe of the signing of the 
pact The negotiating process that culminated in 
the deal is obviously reflected in the records and 
minutes of the long drafting sessions. In the final 
analysis, it is the Security Council which would 
have to make a decision on the lifting of the sanc- 
tions regime. The council, how’ever. would not be 
acting in a vacuum. Rather it will act within the 
context of what transpired between Annan and 
the Iraqi government The positions of France, 
Russia and China on this question would probably 
be sympathetic to Iraqi demands. Britain may still 
waver on this issue. But it is more likely that 
London would eventually adopt the stance pro- 
nounced recently by Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook who favoured lifting the boycott as soon as 
Iraq agreed to unimpeded inspection of all sites. 
Washington may choose to drag its feet. However, 
with the plight of the Iraqi people now attracting 
more attention than ever, the Clinton administra- 
tion might come under increasing pressure to be 
fair. 

The U.S. needs to draw the right conclusions 
from this latest showdown with Iraq. It can still 
claim success for its policy by asserting that none 
other than its military build-up in the Gulf could 
persuade the Iraqi regime to comply fully with the 
Security Council resolutions. Bat no matter how 
hard the Clinton administration tries to punch 
holes In the new U.N.-Iraq accord, it in the end has 
to accept international legitimacy and add to its 
policies in the region an element of fairness and a 
human dimension. 

This Washington can do today by respecting the 
will of the international community as represent- 
ed by the agreement sighed in Baghdad yesterday. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek said it is pointless for the 
American war industry to produce “smart" bombs and 
sophisticated weapons if they are kept in the hands of 
those in the U.S. administration who lack wisdom and 
intelligence. He said the administration has proved to 
be a total failure on two counts: first in securing the 
success of the Middle East peace process when it 
allowed Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu to 
make a mockery of it; and when it failed in its dual con- 
tainment policy against Iran and Iraq and failed to top- 
ple the Saddam regime through sanctions prompting it 
to resorr to the use of force. Dr. Fanek said the U.S. can 
ensure the success of its policy only when its adminis- 
tration is wise and deals with world crises wisely and 
not through the use of force. The U.S. administration’s 
recourse to use force reflects its bankrupt politics and 
its inability to persuade the world community of its 
views. -Not only has the U.S. administration failed to 
rally the world community behind its decision to attack 
Iraq but it also failed to convince the American public 
of the necessity of resorting to aggression, according to 
the writer. He said the U.S.~siate and defence secretaries 
tasted such failure in their recent meetings with univer- 


THE NEWS from Baghdad of U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan’s agreement with Iraq on the continued, full 
implementation of the U.N. weapons inspection system in 
Iraq seems likely to resolve this immediate crisis, but the 
outlook for the future remains clouded. The good news 
this week is substantial: — military attacks against Iraq 
seem to have been averted for the momenr: — *the United 
Nations Security Council has voted to significantly 
increase the oil-for-food arrangement that can reduce the 
suffering of Iraqi citizens who, like most Middle 
Easterners, have no real say in their government’s poli- 
cies; — the diplomatic role and credibility of the United 
Nations have been partially restored by the good work of 
its able Secretary-General: — the weapons inspection 
system reduces any imagined or planned Iraqi use of 
weapons of mass destruction against its neighbours; — 
many people in the United States and a few in the U.K. 
spoke out clearly against Anglo-American unilateral mil- 
itarism. revealing that the Anglo-American people are 
much smarter than their bombs: and, — the full imple- 
mentation of U.N. resolutions re-validates the sanctity of 
the United Nations as a moral conscience and logistical 
peace-maker and peace-keeper in our world. 

The bad news this week is equally substantial: — there 
is no guarantee that any of the agreements reached will be 
fully implemented or that new obstacles will not arise 
during the ongoing weapons inspections; — the United 
Nations’ reputation and role were only partially restored, 
and then only after having been taken to the brink of 
embarrassing diplomatic irrelevance by that peculiarly 
brutish Anglo-American legacy of arrogance and vio- 
lence; this saw the U.S. and U.K. blatantly” ignore the for- 
mal role of the U.N. Security Council in favour of an 
Anglo-American determination unilaterally to interpret 
and re-define U.N. resolutions, judge if compliance is tak- 
ing place, add new conditions such as a change in the 
Iraqi leadership, threaten the use of force, and ultimately 
use military force if deemed appropriate; that attitude 
continues unabated, with Washington stating that it would 
do as it wishes if it does not like the agreement Mr.. Annan 
negotiated; — there was no attempt seriously to address 
the single most important complaint among Arabs and 
many others in the world, the accusation of gross Anglo- 
American double standards in implementing UJM, resolu- 
tions related to Israel and Arab states; — Iraqi- American- 
British tensions continue to be a destabilising element in 
many pans of the Arab World, as we witnessed this week 


in Palestine. Jordan, Egypt and elsewhere in the form of 
domestic tensions and some low-level political and phys- 
ical violence: and, — the .Anglo-American military build- 
up triggered an upsurge in anti-American Russian official 
statements, signalling the dangers of sparking global 
rather than only regional tensions. 

The most troubling dimension of the Iraq situation, in 
my view, is the institutionalisation by the United States 
and the United Kingdom of what can best be called Daffy 
Duck diplomacy — a term that captures that wide combi- 

The immediate problem with 
Daffy Duck diplomacy is that it 
results in suffering and waste to 
both the good guy and the bad 
guy; without ever resolving the 
underlying causes of tension. 

nation of elements that define Anglo-American govern- 
ment actions on Iraq. The American government attitude 
to Iraq perfectly mirrors the fundamental moral values of 
the American cartoon and entertainment industry that 
define much of American public culture; the issues are 
defined in simple, black-and-white, good guy/bad guy 
terms; the bad guy is really, irrevocably, incorrigibly evil 
(“a repeat offender". Madeleine and Bill keep calling 
Saddam): the bad guy is personalised and dehumanised 
(i.e., not the Iraqi leadership, but Saddam Hussein the 
person); the bad guy of cartoon morality has to be repeat- 
edly beaten up by the good guy. because he only under- 
stands force: the bad guy keeps coming back for more 
beatings because he is too stupid and/or evil to learn the 
lessons of his repeated beatings; the bad guy cares not for 
anyone else, and is willing to allow great suffering in 
order to perpetuate his own life; the cartoon story line 
keeps repeating itself, but every time with a slightly dif- 
ferent twist, in order to keep the audience watching; the 
four essentia] elements in cartoon values — the bad guy, 
the good guy, the bad guy’s use of deception, and the 
good guy’s repeated use of substantial violence — are 
always there in every show; beneath the main story line is 
a sub-plot of the good guys heroic morality and an epic 


will to sacrifice for the greater good of the world, indeed, 
even to save the world from a terrible fate (a theme that is 
amplified, please note, in Anglo-American presentations 
like Batman, James Bond, and ocher such phenomena). 

The immediate problem with Daffy Duck diplomacy is 
that it results in suffering and waste to both the good guy 
and the bad guy; without ever resolving the underlying 
causes of tension. The longer term danger is that Anglo- 
American culture may be trying to project what is quick- 
ly becoming its supreme national value — consumer 
entertainment — as a dominant determinant of the char- 
acter and fate of other countries in the world. The fact that 
Mickey Mouse is already the world’s most widely recog- 
nised character and visual image confirms the possible . 
dimensions of such a frightening trend The slow institu- 
tionalisation of Daffy Duck diplomacy as the successor 
to, say, the United Nations Charter or the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, will only lead to perpetual 
global resentment and tension, and probably also to vio- 
lence and warfare that would be bard to contain in one 
part of the world. 

The complete lessons of what we are experiencing in 
the Iraq situation must be analysed and digested on mul- 
tiple levels, if we hope to escape from the undignified fate 
of perpetual subjugation to cartoon morality and comics 
values. If there is a pause now before the next show, we 
would do well to examine the following issues: the true 
threat, if any, of Iraq to others in this area; the presence or 
development of weapons of mass destruction in all parts 
of the Middle East, including Israel, Syria, Iran and oth- 
ers; the need to implement all U.N. resolutions with equal 
validity and determination; the precise relationship of the 
U.N. Security Council to the world's leading powers; and 
the underlying and still expanding causes of tension and 
resentment throughout the Middle East that are not direct- 
ly related to Israel, the United States or Iraq, including 
socio-economic disparity, political autocracy, die contain- 
ment of indigenous and religious identities, and continu- 
ing regional and domestic fragmentation. 

These inter-linked dimensions of the repeated dramas 
and wars of the Middle East were not seriously addressed 
during die criminal Iraqi occupation of Kuwait in 1990, 
and so they have returned in 1998 — ghost-like — to 
spark this latest little drama. They will return again and 
again to haunt those who try to escape the real world, and 
instead seek refuge in the false universe of the amusing, 
the make-believe, and the commercially entertaining. 


A repetition of past horrors 

To the editor: 

IN THE present quarrel between the U.S. adminis- 
tration and the leadership of Iraq, a matter of utmost 
seriousness and potential for disaster, one wants to 
be able to believe that we, in the U. S.. are sincere 
in our efforts. But the whole debacle seems in so 
many ways a repetition of the many horrific politi- 
cal/military involvements we have been involved in 
since the end of World War II. There is a long list of 
tales of reported atrocities supposedly committed 
by, or aided and abetted by, agents of the U.S. gov- 
ernment. For several years, personal descriptions of 
terrible destruction and death have emerged from 
Viet Nam, of course, but also from Indonesia, East 
Timor, Nicaragua, El Salvador. Panama, Belize, 
Chile, and many other places. Could these scattered 
examples of violent and unlawful CIA and paramil- 
itary involvement be true? Viet Nam to be sure, but 
the others... are they factual? 

Being bom and raised in Indiana where one is 
schooled to the theme “truth, justice, and the 
American way,’’ one learned to brush off short neg- 
ative paragraphs found on the back pages of news 
publications — about purported CIA death squads, 
arms and training for violent dictatorships, and 
extensive use of weapons of mass destruction such 
as napalm and cluster bombs — as merely the 
overzealous waxings of left-wing radical pundits. At 
least we were taught to think that. But time and 
events have a way of exposing the evidentiary 
nature of an entity, whether it be a person, an event, 
or a country. When personal research tends more 
and more to add credence to tbe validity of these 
many, varied, and unfortunate historical tragedies, 
then the innocence of ignorance is lost. 

If there is a good side to such negative “enlighten- 
ment" it has to be that the thusly-opened mind has a 
wider and more cautious perspective of current 
events, and that we can more properly prepare for 
the very probable retribution which may come out 
way. Having acted the role, for several decades, of 
arms dealer to the world, we now have to decide 
whether to commit deliberate acts of violent aggres- 
sion on other sovereign nations — and more tragi- 
cally to kill thousands of their innocent civilians — 
in order to protect ourselves from the reality, the 
threat, or even the possibility of their using such 
weapons on, our nation or on other nations “friend- 
ly" to us. Of course the raised voices of those who 
protested over these many years against our interna- 
tional arras-salesman mentality were unheard; the 
protests were lost among the shuffling noise of 
“defence” contractor accountants rushing to the 
bank. (These moneychangers also rushed, albeit less 
noisily, to contribute to favoured political candidate 
coffers, and to private and public foundations spon- 
soring flashy news documentaries on the wonders of 
American military hardware.) But now the fun of 
counting tbe dollars is about over and the real cost 
that of placing the security of our own cities at 
risk is coming to light. 

Violence is almost never the response which 
serves the long-term best interest of the assailant, 
and this is especially true of the use of the bomb. 
Like an airborne land mine, it just whooshes away 
from the source and crashes to earth, bringing with 
it a hell-hot blast of destruction, and leaving a 
residue of screaming, tortured survivors and blood- 
stained piles of concrete and steel. There is little 
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unleash it. 

Maybe that's one reason we turn more ^ndinore to 
it. Perhaps it is because so few Americans, of the 
U.S. variety, not the people of Guatemala. Nicaragua, 
Grenada. Panama, etc., have experienced a bombing 
— discounting the single-building episode at 
Oklahoma City — that we seem to have little com- 
punction about using it. But clearly, when American 
missiles and warplanes deliver tonnes of bombs over 
foreign populations, the folks who survive it develop 
a fierce detestation of the bombers, that is. us, much 
like the national wave of loathing and indignation we 
felt after the Oklahoma blast. How can we imagine 
that bombing the people of Iraq will cause them to 
hate Saddam Hussein more than they do those who 
perpetrate such horrifying agony on them? They 
won’t of course. 

And at the end of the day, (week, month) Clinton 
and Cohen say Saddam and some of his mass 
weaponry will remain. What are we doing here? Is 
this what we want? 

Mike McKiliip 
Muncie, Indiana, USA 


Congratulations 

To the editor: 

PLEASE ACCEPT the warm congratulations of one 
Canadian resident on your own government’s resis- 
tance to the projected U.S. bombing campaign 
against Iraq. I realise that it is often not easy for 
small countries to take a principled and moral stance 
against a superpower like the U.S. and I admire your 
government greatly for doing just that. 

Please also accept my apologies for the Canadian 
involvement, small as it might be, in this shameful 
enterprise. I’m appalled that my hard-earned tax dol- 
lars will be used in pan to assist the U.S. military in 
its forthcoming murderous onslaught against inno- 
cent Iraqi civilians. 

Irrespective of what “the polls" might say, large 
numbers of Americans and Canadians see through the 
U.S. administration’s blatant propagandising on this 
issue and want nothing to do with this state-sanc- 
tioned aerial holocaust against the Iraqi people. 

We may not be able to stop it, but we can tell yon 
how we feel about it. We are ashamed and disgusted. 

John Whitley 
Toronto 
Canada 


Note of thanks 

To the editor: 

I WISH to thank His Majesty King Hussein, HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan and the people of Jordan for 
their efforts towards a peaceful solution [to the Iraqi 
crisis]. 

I would also like to send President Saddam greet- 
ings and thanks for a wise and intelligent decision 
that impacts the welfare of all people of all nations. 
1 will send a letter to him care of Kofi Annan at the 
II. N. 


Freedom ‘undeserved’ 

. To the editor: 

WHAT WE are witnessing these days from ill-man- 
nered corrupting souls who are affecting our securi- 
ty and the reputation of this loving country, is due to 
the forbearance and undeserved freedom of expres- 
sion/comportment for their kind. 

It is very upsetting to watch news reports on CNN, 
BBC, NBC etc... about the demonstrations in Jordan. 
These stations showed footage of such incidents that 
in turn affected our image regionally and globally. 

New laws must be passed to curb such transgres- 
sions toward this country and its people. Many new 
laws must be passed to castigate people who use this 
country as a profit centre for their own benefits. 
These people are only interested in making enough 
money and heading abroad to criticise this country, 
abusing the needs of the country, the rights of the 
people either in benefits, employment, and opportu- 
nities. 

Many people know that Jordan is the only safe 
haven for any person who seeks refuge. This is a 
well-known tradition for Arabs in general, and 
Jordanians in particular. But it seems that such 
humans abuse such personal freedoms when there is 
no one to chastise them. Otherwise, they have to 
keep their mouths’ confined, and things would be a 
lot different. 

Samer Qubain 
Amman 


Waste of time’ 

To the editor: 

IN REFERENCE to the news headlined “Police dis- 
perse thousands at illegal pro-Iraqi rally" (Jordan 
Times, Feb. 14, 1998), I would like to express my 
total support to the government on its decision. 

The question which comes to mind is why is Jordan 
the only Arab country in whicb such an illegal rally 
took place? Even if this rally were permitted, I do not 
see anything coming from it. If the whole internation- 
al community is looking for the diplomatic solution to 
the crisis, why do we have to waste our time and 
efforts in Jordan to show our support for Iraq in an old 
fashioned way. At this time we are not strong enough 
physically, but we have the strength of being highly 
educated, so we can differentiate between right and 
wrong. Hopefully, one day we will be accurate in 
making decisions. 

My advice to the opposition leaders if they are still 
willing to support Iraq (or more specifically the Iraqi 
president) is that they have to go to Baghdad and 
become human shields to the war. Do not include 
Jordan as part of this scenario. 

Abdelaziz L. Al-Khlaifat 
Chicago, 'Dlinois 
USA. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contri- 
butions from its readers on any issue they wish 
to tackle. Letters intended for publication should 
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Excavations at Neolithic Ba’ja 
provide new insights into earliest human villages 
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By Rami C. Khuuri 

Spciuit in the Jordan rimes 

ONE OF the m»Kt exciting dimen- 
sions oi Jordanian archaeology jn 
reccni decade* ha* been ihe verita- 
ble explosion ut research into 
human community and economy 
during ihc Neolithic period — that 
historic era around X>i.io- 4 $imj BO 
when people first settled into year- 
round hamlets and camps 'hat ulti- 
mately became villages, towns and 
cities. Jordan is proving u, he one 
of the most impurtant repositories 
ot Neolithic villages »n the world, 
with nearly a dozen major Neolith- 
ic site* excavated m Jordan m 
recent years. 

The latest is Ea ja, nestled xv ithiti 
a well protected and uatur.«ll\ forti- 
fied *omc 14 kilometre, 

north of Petra/Wadi Musa. The area 
receives about 2m.» mm of ramlaJl 
annually, at an altitude of 112U- 
1160 metres above sea level. Sued 
on a steep slope and protected on 
all sides by the Siq al- Ba’ja and 
almost vertical din's, Ba'ja is only 
accessible through the siq. which is 
blocked by large boulders in .sever- 
al places. Its expansion was obvi- 
ously limited hy i r v natural setting, 
but this is one reason why scholars 
have been keen u» examine it. 
Unable to expand honzontalK. u 
started to expand vertically, gi’xme 
us perhaps the world's earliest two- 
story huilt houses. 

“Baja so far is the only example 
among the major early Neolithic 
central settlements that may allow 
us to study, undistorted. the internal 
organisation and conditions of 
growth and decline lor such settle- 
ments under purely local condi- 
tions." according u» project co- 
directors Hans-Dieier Bienert. 
director of the German Protestant 
Institute of Archaeology in Amman, 
and Hans Georg Gebel ol ex orienie 
e. V. (Berlin. Germany ». 

Covering an area of less than 1.5 
hectares. Ba’ja is smaller than other 
early Neolithic sites in Jordan such 
as ‘Ain Ghazal. Wadi Shu’eib, es- 
Sifiya, Basra, and ‘Ain Jummam. 
Such early Near Eastern sedentary 
communities documented in Jordan 
are all characterised by large cen- 
tral settlements — and always situ- 
ated on the Jordan Rift Valley's 
eastern edge. They may reflect the 
earliest manifestation of ‘proto- 
urbanism’; or. they may he a 
chronologically isolated feature 
within humankind's development 
up to city hierarchies. Bienert and 
Gebel said in a recent interview 
here with the Jordan Times — mir- 
roring the still strong debate within 
the academic community about 
when we can first identify 'urban' 
or ’proto-urban' situations in histo- 
ry- 

The first season of excavations at 
Ba’ja in 1997 revealed substantial 
architectural remains of a village 
that flourished at the end of the 
period called the Pre- Pottery 

Neolithic B tPPNB). around 65UU- 
6000 BC. The village’s well pre- 
served and dense housing quarters 
were arranged «»n sleep-slope ter- 
races, within the general framework 
of three major terrace walls. This 
gives the settlement a Pueolo-likc 
look, and the original village also 
must have resembled today's rural 
villages in south Jordan. About 250 
square metres of ancient structures 
have been opened to date. 



Close-up view of some of the over 8000-year-old excavated domestic architecture at Ba'ja '.Photos by K&har-.na Hoeilken and Stephan Fengier. 

site* in the i >n. though -ome "re: iccts a self-reliant regional ecn- 


Berlin. Germany! 

Variety of struclurrs 

The excavations revealed many 
structures comprising double-faced, 
straight and curved walls made of 
roughly dressed sandstone slabs 
stabilised by small stone wedges. 
The walls formed small, rectangu- 
lar or polygonal rooms, with a lew 
large rooms und/or courtyards m . 
places. The rooms ranged in size 
from 1.5 to 15 square metres, hut 
most were small. Room floors were 
made ol a Time-plaster paving on 
top of a cobble layer Testing on the 
sterile s,u|. Some openings in walls 
were later blocked, and some small- 
er walls seem to have been later 
additions, indicating functional 
changes m the architecture during 
the life of the village. Some of the 
longer walls weakened over tune 
and were stabilised and strength- 
ened with reinforcements, some- 
times more than once. 

A succession of sub- phases in the 
village's life can be identified in 
places, in the form of blocked wall 
openings, raised walls, additional 
wall-, buttressing ol walls, and the 
almost certain addition of second 
stories to existing houses. The 
architecture generally is identiejl 
to that at Basla. ‘Ain Juininaiti. 
Ghwair 1 and es-Sil'iya Neolithic 
x i Mages. 

The site of Ba'ja.. also called el- 
Mehnud by sonic locals, was dis- 
covered in I9K5 by Dr. Manfred 
Lindner and his team from the 
Naturhisiurische Ge.sellschafi 

Nuernberg in Germany. Dr. Lindner 
is well-known to all scholars work- 
ing m the greater Petra region, 
where he has conducted many sur- 
veys and archaeological excava- 
tions in recent decades. Hans Georg 
Gebel nude an initial probe at the 
site in l'*S4. revealing substantial 


cultural layers of the Lite PPNB. 
Ha’ | a is probably the successor set- 
tlement to nearby Be id ha. which 
was abandoned by the end ol the 
Middle PPNB. perhaps tor environ- 
mental reasons such as erosion. 
Because the Ba'ja community's 
possibilities for extensive pastoral - 
isin were limited hy the restricted 
environment, it seems to have 
relied more on maiinfaeiuiiug and 
trade, especially the man u lac lure of 
stone bracelets on an industrial 
scale. Bienert anJ Gebel said-' 

Distinct zones 

Three distinct activity zones 
cuuld be identified at tile end of last 
year’s dig: remains of ovens associ- 
ated with ashy layers, often rich in 
animal bones: food processing 

activities evidenced hy many grind- 
ing tools: and the 'industrial' area 
with a high concentration of stone 
discs that weic left over from the 
manufacture of sandstone rings tor 
bracelets). 

The sandstone rings were manu- 
factured Irom abundantly available 
stone that was first flaked info a 
rough disc shape with an average 
diameter of S-9 centimetres, from 
which an inner disc was removed: 
the remaining miter ring was then 
carved, chiseled and ground into its 
final shape, and sometimes was 
back -stained and further decorated. 
The project directors see this devel- 
opment of "prestige" goods for 
trading as one means of ofiseiting 
the villagers' restricted ability to 
rely *111 large-scale agriculture or 
herding, due to their peculiar, safe 
hut confined location in a relatively 
isolated valley. 

The ground stone and chipped 
stone industries al Ba'ja reflect the 
known varieties from other PPNB 


local v.illatlun- aie already Mailing 
to become clear 1 »u^h a-. !e-s Jc- el- 
oped sub-cla-sc* o: to.*! type-.. Lit- 
tle c vide ike for -.peer jliscd work- 
shops has been delected, hut litis is 
hi tiled ai by some -.lone tool ernes 
anJ worked i Jeuik'ulaiedi arrow- 
heads and borers. Other tools 
include ad. es. ed:-. h.immerstoncs. 
and a lew reiouehcd or ad hoc 
implements Hu- stone tool Lit 


:rc milter than a centre involved in 
large-scale surplus production and 
exchange." Bienert and Gebel said. 

Only a lew worked hone frag- 
ments were found. including 
piercers and spatulas and a blank 
used to manufacture beads. Other 
artifacts excavated included niuther 
of pearl and marine mollusks. and 

some stone beads. 

No human remains have been 

I-- ■■•iiji 


found other than some human bones 
mixed in with animal hones and 
flint tools in the ashy deposits. 
Plant and animal remains include 
ennner wheal. wild pistachio, 
juniper and pistachio wood, wild 
goal, domesticated sheep and goal, 
gazelle, wild bojr. aurochs. African 
wild ass. hare, hedgehog, hyrax and 
birds. 

A site and vicinity survey con- 
ducted by Bernd MiieMcr-Ncuhut 
three University of Berlin 1 showed 
that the greatest concentration of 
PPNB walls showing at ground 
level was at the highest part of the 
site, wliilg grinding tools were 
found throughout the entire area — 
perhaps in pari because they were 
re-used in laier periods. The site 
was re-useJ during the Nahaijean 
period, as evidenced by stone piles, 
lield terrace walls, pottery, wall 
alignments, surface leveling and 
other cultural and architectural 
remains. 

The 1^97 season was conducted 
under the auspices of the German 
Protestant Institute of Archaeology - 
Amman utl’ice. in collaboration with 
the German Archaeological Insti- 
tute. Orient-Section. Berlin <DAI>. 
and ex orienie e.V . a research asso- 
ciation at Free University of Berlin. 
Funding was provided by the Ger- 
man Protestant Institute of Archae- 
ology - Amman office iDEIt and its 
Head Ofhce in Hannover. Germany: 
the German Research Association in 
Bonn tDFGi: the German Archaeo- 
logical Institute. Orient-Section. 
Berlin (DAh: ex orienie in Berlin: 
and the Department of Antiquities of 
Jordan. Logistic support was granted 
by Dr. Heige Fischer t Petra Stone 
Preservation Project. CARCJP- 
GTZi: Dr. Kamel Mahadin and Mr. 
Suleiman Farujai < Petra Regionul 
Council); Mr. Huni Falahai and Mr. 
Mohammad Abdel Aziz (Department 
of Antiquities. Petra Office*: Mr. 
Robert Fierz tMdxenpick Resort 
Petra t; and Mr. Hid Nawafleh and 
Ms. Wendy Botham (Petra Moon 
Tourism Services). 



Steps in the production of sandstone rings at Ba’ja (from bottom to top): rough disc, drilled out cores, 
rings that were finished by grinding and polishing. 



Chirac accept agreement, say 


‘it should be enforced as soon as possible’ 


5.200 troops already there as a 


Clinton, 

(Continued from page 1) 

stressful circumstances.. 

"And all of us. when we get 
caught in those situations, may 
nuke one or two slips — it 
doesn’t mean we should he 
, condemned." 

The Iraqi media has called 
Mr. Buder a ‘‘mad dog" for his 
outspoken comments about 
alleged continuing Iraqi non- 
convenuonal weapons capabil- 
itv, 

Mr. Annan signed the deal 
with Iraq Monday to try to end 
the impasse oxer D.N. 

weapoas inspections and pre- 
vent a U.S. military strike 
against Iraq. 

The “agreement 1 have 
reached with the government 
of Iraq, J consider balanced 
and... in conformity with Secu- 
rity Council resolutions.” Mr. 
Annan said. 

"Therefore, I hope it will he 
acceptable to ail the members 
of the Security Council," 
including the United States, 
Mr. Annan told reporters. 

Mr. Annan will name special 
teams to inspect presidential 
palaces under the terms of the 
deal he signed with Iraq to aid 


the weapons inspection crisis, 
an official Iraqi statement said 
MiHiday. 

“The simple fact ol agreeing 
on die entrance t»» these sites... 
by a team tv' be formed bv the 
secretary general means Ir.iq 
has more credibility than the 
United States and Britain.” said 
the statement quoted by the 
Iraqi New s Agency. 

The ufficij] statement was 
published alter a meeting of 
President Hussein and the 
Iraqi leadership, which said 
“ihe agreement concluded with 
the United Nations was bal- 
anced." 

Mr. Aziz, who signed the 
agreement lot his government, 
said the deal was :t victory for 
diplomacy. 

‘‘it was diplomacy. Wise, bal- 
anced United Nations, wurid 
diplomacy that enabled us 10 
reach this agreement. Not 
sabre raiding." Mr. Aziz said. 
“This is an agreement of rea- 
son.” 

Mr. Ann.m confirmed that 
the agreement addressed the 
U.N. inspectors' right to unlim- 
ited access 10 suspected 
weapons sites. Iraq had earlier 
offered to til low - inspectors into 


presidential sites tor two 
months. 

Tile United Stales lunl vigor- 
ously iip|Hjscd such a limit, and 
agreement on that point report- 
edly was clinched only when 
Mr. Annan met President Hus- 
sein for three hours Sunday 
afternoon. 

”1 con say categorically, tliere 
.ire no time limits or deadlines 
in the agreement.” Mr. Annan 
said. “We will try to do our 
work in a reasonable period.” 
he said. 

When .1 reporter asked Mr. 
Aziz about U.N. inspectors 
entering presidential palaces, 
which Ir.iq had designated off- 
limits on grounds of national 

sovereignty, the deputy prime 
minister interjected (irmly: 
“First of all. you don’t know 
what we have agreed upon. Sc 
don’t rush to conclusions " 

Mr. Annan said Ik* consulted 
with all live permanent mem- 
bers cl' die Security Council 
during his three-day negotia- 
tions liere. Asked alvout Ms. 
Albright’s reaction. Mr. Annan 
s;tiil: "She did have some ques- 
tions, which i utUlresseri, and I 
think we w-ill he talking lunher 
when I get back to New- Y< irk." 


An endorseuKrnt by the 
Security Council woiild save 
Iraq Irom a punishing U.S. air 
attack. ;utd save Washington 
from strong international oppo- 
sition to such a strike. It wonlJ 
nisi* be a triumph for Mr. 
Arman — it the Iraqis hold to 
die bargain. 

Asked it he gave an ultima- 
tum to Iraq. Mr. Annan said: “I 
did not conic here with ultima- 
tums. Tlie secretary -general 
dixrs nut speak in those lenns." 

“1 am hopeful and perhaps 
even contidem that this agree- 
ment will lake us heyouJ the 
crisis," he said. 

Mr. Annan's deal-making 
meeting with President Hus- 
sein iwk place at die eleventh 

hour at die Republican Palace, 
tine of eight presidential sites 
dial haq had declared oll'-lini- 

iLs to U.N. weapons iaspeelors. 

The inspectors are trying to 
determine if Iraq Iuls complied 
xv'iilt U.N. onlers. issued at the 
end of the l iW l Gulf war, to 
destroy all long-range missiles 
and weapons of mass ilcsl ruc- 
tion. Tluil condition must Iv 
met before U.N. economic 
sat let ions can be lifted. Bagh- 
dad ;ilso savs it has destroyed 


the proscribed wcap*ns. 

Asked when the sain. lit. hi* 
will he lifted. Mr. Ann.iu sjiJ 
“that will he delcnuiiied by the 
completion of ihe vvori." ol ihe 
we:i|Kuis nisjvcltirs ,:iul die 
international Atomic Lnergx 
Ageitev. "I hope. . we will be 
seeing light at die end ol die 
tunnel. " lie said 

Asked i! tills level o| crisis 
could he repeated. Mr. Annan 
said: “I dunk the import of 
v our question is. .ue v.e going 
to be hock at this crisis three 
mouths from now. six months 
1 1 mu now. I gemnuelv Ivlieve 
it \ve do the tilings we sax we 
will do. vxe w ii.oe dial 
kind ol crisis." 

In Washington, \\ lute House 
spokesman Mike McCurr. 
said prelunm.irx .icc<.>unts lia«.l 

been reccited from Baghdad. 

hut he let used to .Lsse%s diem. 
"We've got a lot ol serious 
questions. It \ a very xenons 
mailer at a sen* ms time, and we 
waul to gel some t|ue%liviiis 
ansvxeied,’ he said. 

Tire crisis over weapons 

inspections has brought die 
Gulf 10 the brink of w,u. The 
L 1 tilled States has sent a naval 
.innada and 25 .ikhi iri«>p» to 


the region to mount air strikes 
on huq 

Retelling to the threat. Mr. 
Aziz said “the crisis is v. ith die 
I 'luted Stares, which is trying 
to imp« i.»c iLs will i> n die U.N." 

Pr.—lr.u| prolesLs haxe erupt- 
ed across the Arab World and 
sent Israelis scurrying for gas 
masks and diplomats tliere 
prep.iring in ie.:’,e. Israel al-w 
decided bunday to Jisiribule 
antibiotics to protect against :t 
l>!ologie.il attack, despite Mr. 
Annan's new > 

France lisik some credit for 
the U.N chief's deal, fixing 
P.iris "eonstunily Jet ended the 
idea ot a Jipl.imjuc s,.»luuon." 

' Fiance vvetcomcs die 
;uiiu)uneemer*: made in Bagh- 
dad ;uid hope* that the tieeurd 
'.vtll respond to expectations.'' 
the imeigti ministry said in u 

slaleiticu:. 

Israel also welcomed a dipio 
maite solution. "The whole 
v.nrlil vvoiilJ rat iter see Uti' 
resolved hx dipk-nuey rather 
than htree. provided that the 
vlanger of j:i Iraqi attack, nun- 
LonxeimoiLil or otherwise, is 
eliminated.'' s.ud David Bar- 
lll.nl. die lop adviser to Israeli 
Pnme Minister Benyumiii 


Netanyahu. 

Before the announcement. 
BntLsh Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook said in London 
that the United Nations could 
consider lifting the sanctions if 
President Hussein gives Mr. 
Annan a written promise to 
comply with the inspections. 

"If Ik* would comply... and if 
he really is willing this time to 
cooperate and not continue to 
deceive and delay, that 1 lifting 
the sanctions 1 could be done in 
ihe fairly near future," Mr. 
Cook said on British Broad- 
casting Curp. Radio. 

Mr. Annan and his eight- 
member team negotiated with 
Iraqi ollicials around the clock 
Saturday in a series of meet- 
ings that ended at 2 u.m. The 
talks resumed later Sundax* 
morning at the Iraqi foreign 
ministry. Alter that, Mr. Annan 
met President Hussein.. 

U.S. forces, however, contin- 
ued moving in the Gulf Mon- 
day despite the deal struck w ith 
Iraq. U.S. defence officials 
said. 

Several flights coming U.S. 
amiv inwpx from Fort Stewart. 
Georgia, were scheduled to 
depart Inr Kuwait to join some 


deterrent torce. a spokesman at 
Fort Stexx-an said. 

"We continue on with the 
deployment." said Boh Close, 
a base spokesman. 

In the past week, some 3.70U 
U.S. amiv troops have been 
airlifted to Kuwait from Fort 
Siewun. Mr. Close said about 
500 more troops from the base 
are slated for deployment. 
Another I.5fX> already were 
there conducung exercises 
" hen tlie crisis' erupted last fall. 

The deployments raise the 
total numbers of ground troops 
in the Gulf to abviut 6»S00. 

It "'as unclear whether the 
Pentagon would moxe ahead 
with plans to deploy os many 
as 2,00fl more army troops to 
Kuwait. 

The Pentagon also was 
awaiting a White House deci- 
sion on whether to call up 
reserves for Gulf duty, spokes- 
men said. 

Defence Secretary William 
Cohen announced Sunday he 
liad requested authority to call 
up 500 members of the Nation- 
al Guard and reservists with 
skills in logistics, airlift, trans- 
portation. and port security. 
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DEF plans new strategy to curb borrower abuse 


By Suha Ma'ayeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ionian's state- 
run Development and 
Employment Fund (DEF) 
plans to train its employees 
on assessing the feasibility of 
projects before granting loans 
to help curb borrower abuse. 

The training scheme, due to 
start next month, will also 
enable employees to ensure 
the sustainability of any pro- 
ject funded by the DEF 
launched in 1990 to boost 
development through helping 
fund income-generating pro- 
jects. 

"Some of the borrowers are 
under the impression that our 
funds are some sort of free 
grants and crfis and that we 


will not take action to make 
them repay the loans,” DEF 
Director General Ali Qabbah 
told the Jordan Times in an 
interview. 

"Seventy per cent of our 
borrowers are meeting their 
financial commitments on 
time while the rest are drag- 
ging their feet.” he added. 

The DEF. using funds given 
by the government and inter- 
national lenders, has so far 
helped finance 5,63 1 projects 
that have benefited 11,147 
people under easy term repay- 
ments. 

"Some projects doD't work 
out because the borrower is 
incapable of conducting a fea- 
sibility study prior to estab- 
lishing the project," Mr. Qab- 
bah said. 


Insurance companies 
asked to present 
views on new law 


By Issam Qadamani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Min- 
istry’ of Industry and Trade 
has prepared a draft for a 
new insurance law and dis- 
tributed copies to various 
insurance companies invit- 
ing them to put forth ideaS 
and views to be discussed 
at a special seminar for 
which a date is yet to be 
fixed. 

The ministry set March 2 
as the deadline for these 
companies to submit their 
iews and ideas to the min- 
".try's department responsi- 
ble for insurance issues. 

It promised that all 
remarks and ideas will be 
taken into serious consider- 
ation because, it said, the 
ministry is concerned with 
working out a modern law 
that caters to the various 
requirements and needs of 
insurance in Jordan. 

The draft law creates a 


six-member special com- 
mission chaired by the 
minister of industry to 
organise the insurance sec- 
tor. 

The commission, which 
will enjoy financial and 
administrative indepen- 
dence. is to be entrusted 
with implementing the pro- 
visions of the law and car- 
rying out plans designed to 
develop and promote the 
insurance industry, accord- 
ing to ministry sources. 

The draft law grants the 
minister of industry and 
trade and the commission 
chairman wide powers to 
recommend to the Council 
of Ministers regulations 
and rules to organise the 
operations of insurance 
companies. 

Under the provisions of 
the draft law, an insurance 
company which insures life 
cannot as well engage in 
other kinds of insurance. 


Israel cuts interest 
rates to lowest level 
since August 1994 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel's 
central bank cut interest rates 
on Monday from 12.9 per cent 
to 12.6 per cent, their lowest 
level since August 1994, after 
the country succeeded in rein- 
ing in inflation last year. 

"This is the lowest rate since 
August 1994 and it's possible 
because of the low inflation.'' 
Bank of Israel Governor 
Yaukov Frenkel told Israel 
Radio. 

The reduction, which will 


take effect on March 1. is in 
line with expectations but less 
than industry bosses had 
demanded to boost exports and 
economic growth. 

The bank previously lowered 
its interest rate by half a per 
centage point to 12.9 per cent 
in January after inflation last 
year fell to a 30-year low of 
seven per cenL reflecting a 
sharp slowdown in economic 
srowth. 


“So starting from March, 
we intend to train our 
employees to conduct and 
analyse the feasibility study 
of any project given to them 
to ensure its sustainability 
before the loan is granted,” he 
added. 

Under an ambitious plan, 
the DEF plans to cooperate 
with commercial banks to 
widen its umbrella of activi- 
ties. IMF-directed economic 
reforms, launched in 1 989 
after a financial crisis, have 
harmed Jordan's vulnerable 
groups, prompting the gov- 
ernment to set up the DEF 
and other institutions to help 
ease poverty and unemploy- 
ment 

Around 30 per cent of Jor- 
dan's 4.2 million people live 


below the poverty line. 
Unemployment officially 
stands at 15 per cent while 
independent estimates have 
put it between 22 per cent and 
27 per cent. 

The fund focuses on "sus- 
tainable projects'* in agricul- 
tural. industrial, vocational, 
services and tourism sectors. 

It gives a maximum loan of 
JD 10,000 with a grace period 
of one year and the resr 
should be paid in six years 
time on a monthly basis at a 
benefit rate of 6.5 per cent. 

DEF loans have funded 
agricultural, industrial, touris- 
tic projects as well as voca- 
tional training and services. 

Individuals can borrow up 
to JD 1 0,000 and are given a 
one-year grace period after 


which they have to settle the 
loan over six years at a 6J per 
cent interest rate. 

The DEF. Mr. Qabbah said, 
often encountered problems 
caused by the borrowers' lack 
of seriousness. 

"Unfortunately. even 
though many graduated from 
different handicraft societies, 
they are not serious enough to 
start their own business. They 
want to find everything set for 
them without making any 
efTon.” he indicated. 

"Others refuse to perform 
certain jobs that they are 
capable of doing because of 
cultural taboos." the DEF 
chief said. 

He said the fund gave prior- 
ity to funding projects in 
remote and “less fortunate" 


areas of Jordan to boost 
development efforts and ease 
the plight of people, 

“In many cases we visit 
these areas and advise people 
on how to stan a project that 
best suits their areas,” Mr. 
Qabbah said. "We also help 
them in managing the scheme 
and marketing products” 

This year, the fund plans “to 
cooperate with intermediary 
organisations, such as chari- 
ties, municipal council and 
other cooperatives to help 
identify needy families and 
lend them money to stan a 
project," he explained, 

•This method will be effec- 
tive especially that there are 
certain areas where the DEF 
has no branches." he conclud- 
ed. 
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PAST 12 
Bid! 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY ’ S NAME 

P / E 

nrv. 

346 000 

750, 0«KJ 

ARAB BANS 

15.2 

1.21 

2-340 

l-StfC 

-TOR. NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0.00 

S 3.540 

1.370 

MANX op JORDAN 

4.4 

0.00 

1.300 

.890 

Mm.SAST INV.BK. 

66.3 

0.00 

S 2.689 

i-650 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 

10.2 

6.14 

5.300 

4.610 

TUt MOUSING ax. 

29.9 

1.94 

S 4.020 

1 .*90 

JOk. ISLAMIC HANK 

10.7 

4.57 

1.SS0 

.800 

nfciT.AL-HAL (BRITNA) 

-5 

17.86 


NO. NO. OF 
OF SHARES 
TRANS. 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 


OPEN CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE PRICE 


330.00 331.00 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 232.04 *CHG: *0-38 


tCHS: *0.38 


2.210 1.390 JOR FRENCH INSUR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 121.22 ICBC: *0.10 


2.050 1.353 JOR. ELECTRIC P*R. 9.9 *■ 

3.990 2.430 HXHSH MINERALS 21.2 2. 

1,550 .930 NATL. PORTFOLIO 9 °- 

.610 .410 JORDAN ZNTL-TRAD. 23.1 0. 

8.900 6.74Q AT.RX'I 15-7 

4.000 2.8V0 ARAB INTL- IHV.EDOC. 10.5 0- 

1.090 .900 LAftKA EDUCATION 9 °- 

1.930 1.830 UNIFIED CO. 8.2 6. 

.810 .600 ONION LAND DEV. 9 °- 


2.10 2.12 



SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 117. 

.72 ICBC: 

*0.96 


4.450 

2.690 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

IB. 4 

4.01 


4.140 

3.0S0 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

9.4 

2.94 


7.050 

5.620 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

15.1 

3.09 


11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. RKFINARY 

10.0 

8.63 


2.710 

1.280 

INDUSTRIAL COMM.AGR. 

9 

0.00 


4.840 

3.440 

ARAB PHAXM. KANF. 

13.2 

4.18 

S 

1.420 

.770 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

9 

o.oa 


6.070 

4.400 

DAR ALDAHA DV.INV. 

14.3 

4.27 


3.590 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

5.7 

10.20 


.610 

.400 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 

9.5 

0.00 


1.190 

.680 

ARAB PAPER CCNV.TRD. 

24.1 

0.00 


1 .060 

.370 

INTERNED - PKTRQ . CHEH. 

9 

0.00 


.810 

.500 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

9 



2.450 

1.380 

UNIV.CHEM. INDS. 

13.1 

6.90 

s 

3.000 

.920 

NATL. CABLE WIRE.MFAC 

25.5 

0.00 


. 79D 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEH 

9 

0.00 


1.570 

1-150 

ARAB PHARM. CHXM- 

16.3 

5.47 

s 

1.760 

.810 

UNTV. MOON. INDS. 

P 

.24 


1.410 

. .690 

JOR . DOS . RESOURCES 

10.2 

13.16 


1.620 

1.350 

NATL. CHLORINE 

13.9 

4.76 

T 

.930 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

17.4 

0.00 


i.eao 

1.290 

EL -LAY READY WEAR 

48.6 

0.00 


1.2SO 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.4 

0.00 


1.200 

.860 

UNION CH. 6 VEG. 

47.7 

0.00 


.810 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

-32-6 

6_-94 


.840 

. .570 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.0 

15.38 


21023 

500 

2050 

14290 

lOO 

42549 

4440 

12100 

2650 

70850 

11850 

3200 

100 

100 

64543 

51750 

15600 

111100 

550 

1350 

110328 

5350 

5150 

6800 

127450 

149300 


57700 
1700 
12603 
145931 
132 ‘ 
201661 
3782 
70613 
6493 
31783 
9273 
1356 
55 
145 
67269 
30508 
19676 
96767 
418 
1974 
103006 
7380 
5952 
7043 
90414 
94861 


2.75 

3.45 
6.10 

10.14 

1.34 

4.68 

.82 

5.80 

2.40 

.43 

.75 

.41 

.52 

1.43 

1.02 

.57 

1.22 

.84 

.74 

1.45 
.90 

1-34 
1.16 
I. 00 
. 6 *-- 
. 62 * 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS IHDKX: 112.73. ’ *CHG:' *1.04 - \ . 669 835073 1068492 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 167.62 *C8G: *0.63 


790 922230 1309353 
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1.050 

.960 

EXPORT fi FrK.BWK.7S 1 

E 

0.00 

9 

12150 

9118 

.96 

1.00 

.540 

.340 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You tend to favour the 
scientific approach rather than the emotional. If there’s 
an argument between these two, that’s the side you. 
would be on — but it’s not necessarily the winning side. 
In fact, it looks like they're evenly matched. So listen to 
both and maybe act as referee. You re good at that, and 
you'd learn a lot. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) People are tiyiug to 
tell you what to do. Most of the time, you manage to get 
along just fine without their input. That might not be an 
option today, however. It looks like a person who's Dy- 
ing to change your life is in a position to do so. Instead 
of putting up a fuss, just wait. You could have the last • 
laugh after all. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You're stronger, more 
confident and decisive, able to concentrate on the work 
at hand. Are visitors coming over tonight? You’d prob- 
ably better be prepared just in case. Your spouse could 
be bringing the boss home for dinner. Go pick up some- 
thing gourmet, which you can pretend you cooked. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) The very thing you 
least want to get involved with could be the key to your . 
success. It’s like having to learn to type so you can get , 
a job, so you can buy a new car. In that case, learning to i 
type equals a new car. It's that sort of situation you'll : 
find yourself in today. Might as well relax and enjoy it. J 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You'll do well in a financial 
deal if you're working with a partner. U could involve a 
legal settlement. If you're thinking a lawsuit, it's a good 
day to start proceedings. The matter will be judged fairly, 
but the person who’s doing the judging is in a rather gen- 
erous mood. This will be true of any son of arbitration. 
VIRGO: ( August 22 to September 22) First thing this 
morning, a problem could cause you to rethink the situ- 
ation. You may have to go back to the drawing board. 
Just take it one step at a time. If it's necessary to call in 
an expert, go ahead. Don't waste your own time on 
something that's making you crazy, if somebody else is 
would enjoy it. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're excep- 
tionally intelligent today, and also lucky. There could be 
a breakdown at work around the middle of the day. By 
pulling strings behind the scenes, you can fix it. You 
may have to go to the manual to find out how this 
mechanism operates. Call an expert if necessary. You’re 
so cute, you can probably get one to help you for free. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) -The focus 
today is on domestic matters. Is there something around 
your house that needs fixing or rearranging? If so. it 
will float to the surface today. You’ll want to put in the 
correction, and quickly. Later in the week, the condi- 
tions will be absolutely marvellous for romance, so 
spen d a li ttle time right now setting the scene. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
You're pushed right now to make changes at home. 
With all the other conditions that are in effect right now. 
it looks like those changes will be positive ones. So 
while it may be a little disruptive for a while, the end 
will be worth the means. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 ro January 20) Now 
there’s an emphasis on money. Unfortunately, it's going ' 

. out. Today, starts out .with jut unpleasant surprise. It’s a ( 
bill you forgot to' pay or a fee coming due.' An idea wifl 
pop into your brain in the early afternoon. It's the most 
creative, inventive, unusual, and workable solution. 
Don't act until you've found it 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Either a 
friend is messing with your money or a project is drain- 
ing your resources. You want to help, but you're run- 
ning a little thin. You’ll have the confidence and the 
information you need to make a tough decision around 
the middle of the day. Don't let yourself be talked into 
anything before then. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) It seems like 
there's more to do than one person can handle. Find 
someone who can help you get organised or take over 
some of your chores. This is not necessarily your mate, 
but your mate could help. You tend to keep your ideas 
to yourself, but today you're going to have let other 
people help you turn them into reality. Go for iL 

Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx j 


THE Ddlly Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 'POdflLitS 


THE BETTER HALF. By Glasbergen 


ACROSS ' 

1 Precipitous 
6 Tiny particle 
10 Desert Storm 
missile 

14 blanche 

75 Runny cheese 

16 Woman in the 
Gospels 

17 Dress style 

1 8 Sword end 

19 Ken or Lena 

20 Dickens novel 

22 Swiss artist 

23 Work for 

24 Ryan and 
Tatum 

26 Assembled 
masses 
30 Our planet 

32 Author of 
■Portnoy’s 
Complaint* 

33 Org. 

35 Protected 
places 
39 Corrode 
41 Insurance 
company 
employee 

43 Composed a 
teller 

44 High: pref. 

46 Getz or Kenton 

47 Summon 
49 Animal fat 
51 Twice-grill 

54 Perfect report 
card 

56 End of a buck? 

57 Centerpiece of 
an estate 

63 Honolulu's 
island 

64 Finished 

65 Ascend quickly 

66 Shoshones 

67 Final position 

68 Stage whisper 

69 Solitary 

70 Org. of Agassi 
and Sampras 

71 'Siddhartha' 
author 

DOWN 

1 Wound crust 

2 Lofty 

3 Pennsylvania 
port 


TMSPuzztosOaoLcom 
■'o in I is FS i 



By Eugene R. Puffonberger 
Res ton, VA 


4 Mediterranean 
peak 

5 Snuck a look 

6 Regard with 
horror 

7 Groups of three 

8 Cora and olive 

9 Luminous trail 
in the sky 

10 Farm 
outbuilding 

11 Showy lily 

12 One of the 
archangels 

13 Units offeree 

21 Attacks 

25 Contents abbr. 

26 Support group ( cii8wT« M i>w*s a nta«.inQ > 

27 Serengeti noise 

28 Director 
Preminger 

29 President's 42 Close, but no 

residence 

31 Art sch. subj. 45 Having the 

34 Water well least fat 

36 __ Hari 48 Imitation of i 

37 Lingerie buys gold 


□□□□□□EH □□□□□□□ 

□□□□□bci □□□□□□□ 

EH3SEK3E1Q BI9DQDSB 
DE3QB □□□[§□ □□□□ 
DEB □□□ BUIE 
QBQO HQQEE DQC1Q 
BEJO nnaQ □□□□□□□ 
□□□ ■ 
□□□□□□□ QQQQDQQ 
BEDE DEIDBB □□□□ 
add BOB □□□ 
DBDQ BSEBQ E9DBB 
□□□□□□□ □□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□ □□QEBQQ 
[§□□□□□□ BBBBDBB 


53 Singer Leonard 
55 Main artery 

31 Art sch. subj. 45 Having the 58 Gardner and 
34 Water well least fat others 

36 _ Hari 48 Imitation of 58 River into The 

37 Lingerie buys gold Wash 

38 ‘Add Lang 50 Gung-ho 60 Les Elats-_ 

40 SL Petersburg’s 51 Dufy or Walsh 61 Lather 

river 52 Muse of poetry 62 Fencer's stiletto 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 


I’LL GIVE VQU ONE MORE CHANCE? 
L BREAK THIS ONE ANO -f 1 


% l 
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" 3 
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WHYGHVE'EM 1 
_ WARNING? J 


mutt; did you \/TT> 

HEAR SOMEBODY J( NO - 
% YELL FORE? yO 






“When I wa6 a kid, my mom did 
most of the work. My father thought 
parenthood was a spectator sport." 


THAT. SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and MBca Arglrlon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 

_ LIRTL I 


oigw TVtJM Vrlm Sana. Ik. 
•ingnAwraL 


GAILE 


CARAFS 


FORPIT 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug-' 
gssted by the above cartoon. 


Answer 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: YODEL BOWER MYSTIC THRASH 
Answer: Enjoyed on their nature walk — 

THE ECHO SYSTEM 
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Beat 


A review of new s from the ArabicPress 
Court makes it easier for landlords to evict tenants 

■ A XA\ A A M'O /1/M 


serious as it touches upon the rights of 
companies which rent premises fur 
administrative purposes only. He 
explained that if the ruling is endorsed hv 
*he courts of appeal and cassation, it 
would mean that amending or adding any 
additional purpose to the operations ol a 
company is a cause for eviction from its 
premises tAl Ra'i). 


AMMAN’S COURT of First Instance 
has ruled that any company in die King- 
dom will be considered in violation of a 
mm agreement if it amends or adds to the 
Stated purposes uf the business while the 
rent agreement is in force. Any, chance is 
an ultimate cause to request the eviction 
of die rented premises, the court ruled, 

Munther Hjmmo, a lawyer, said the 
principle established by the court is very 

Cooperative corporation posts surplus 

** THE JORDANIAN Co operative Cor- 
poration has achieved a surplus in its 
1997 balance sheer as a result of carrying 
out some productive and service projects. 

An official source said the JD 1 00,000 sur- 
plus was achieved for the ilrsi time since 
the early 19JS0s as the corporation has 
been recording a ycarlv deficit of between 
JD300.000 and JD4OO.DO0. 

The source expected the surplus to 
increase after operating sonic troubled 
project such as the raising and fattening 


*heep project by the private sector :uid 
from investors. He indicated that one of 
the projects that yielded profit was the 
production and multiplication of 
improved seeds for field crops. This pro- 
ject. he explained, had an annual produc- 
tion of 350 tonnes covering about 60 per 
cent of the Kingdom’s needs. 

Other projects included farm equipment 
and pasture land development (A! Duv 
fourf. 


Marketing firm still losing 


** THE JORDAN Marketine Company 
posted a JDI23.SOO loss last year com- 
pared to a JD724,500 loss in 1996. How- 
ever, the net losses to be carried forward 
have reached JD1.09 million after being 
at JD96 1,200 in 1996. 

The total current assets declined from 
JD 1.(16 million in 1996 to JD825.000 last 
year while total assets dropped to 
JD9 3 8, 200 from JD1.2 million. The net 
shareholders' equity also fell m 
JD57 1,300 from JD6V5.I0O. 

The board of directors indicated in the 
1997 annual report that the company’s 
operations which started from the begin- 
ning of 1997 was abruptly halted when a 
committee appointed by the Central Bank 
of Jordon took over the management of 


the Amman Bank lor Investment in 
Murch 1997. The committee stopped all 
lines of credit to the company and 
demanded ait outstanding facilities he 
repaid. 

The report .said the company was unable 
to obtain credit from other banks due to 
the company's JD.0.5 million of direct 
and indirect indebtedness to the Amman 
Bank for Investment which also held 
more than 82 per cent of company's equi- 
!>'- 

The board of directors recommends to 
the general assembly, which is to meet 
Saturday, restructuring the company 
through increasing its shares in die free 
open market and opening new' m:irkets 
(A1 Ra’i). 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 
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Indian businessman lured by Jordan’s QIZ 


By Ubalia Alul 

Joniun Times Stuff Reporter 


AMMAN — It started with 
a Business Week article on 
Jordan's (Qualifying Indus- 
trial Zone (Q12) and ended 
with Indian Fakhruddm 
Anuji, 53, deciding to 
expand his multi-million 
dollar regional garment 
industry by opening shop in 
Jordan. 

Mr. Amiji, hased in 
Dubai's sprawling Jabal Ali 
Free Zone, owns one of the 
largest garment manufac- 
turers and e\pK«iersi operat- 
ing in (he Middle East, with 
an annual turnover of $100 
million. In addition, he ha> 
production .sites in Bahrain, 
Qatar, Oman and Kuwait. 

If all goes well. Jordan's 
Qualifying Industrial Zone 
in Irbid will be a new pro- 
duction site for Mr. Atniji's 
ATRACO Industrial Enter- 
prises, employing 2.000 
workers :md manufacturing 
casual wear lor men. 
women and children. 

"We are keen on invest- 
ing in Jordan. We have a 
good impression about the 
country, the clean high- 
ways. nice hotels, and the 
kind people who speak 
good English," he told (he 
Jordan Tunes Monday. 

Mr. Amiji said that privi- 
leges offered by the QIZ, 
including free access to 
U.S. markets without reci- 
procity, the country's cheap 
labour and a zero quota on 
textile exports had prompt- 
ed him to open a factory' in 
Jordan as part of expansion 
plans. 

"There are some restric- 
tions on our exports to the 
U.S. because of (he quota 


and the labour h expensive 
because it's usually import- 
ed." he said. 

“...Bui in Jordan, labour 
is cheaper and the cost of 


living is lower than in 


Palestine or in Israel," he 
said. 

Mr. Amiji said Jordan's 
bureaucracy and red tape 
procedures were his only 
concern about opening up a 
business in Jordan — ■ com- 
mon views aired by most 
foreign investors. 

The QIZ, established at 
Irhid's Al Hassan Industrial 
Zone, is at the heart of 
U.S. -Israeli- Jordanian eff- 
orts to deliver an elusive 
peace dividend to many of 
Jurdan's disenchanted pop- 
ulation. 

Jordan and Israel, in the 
presence of U.S. Secretary 
of Srare Madeleine 
Albright, signed the agree- 
ment 'designating the QIZ 
at a controversial Middle 
East and North Africa eco- 
nomic conference held in 
Doha late November. 

But many feel biucr that 
the privilege of having free 
access to the U.S. market 
will come at the expense of 
involving at least 11 per 
cent input from Israel or the 
Palestinian market — eco- 
nomically held captive by 
the Jewish state. 

However, others see the 
QIZ, housing 54 plans, as 
promising new markets for 
products manufactured in 
Irbid and providing over 
1,500 jobs for the King- 
dom's growing unem- 
ployed. 

Mr. Amiji said he hoped 
the garment facility, to be 
built on a total area of 
S.OtiO square metres, will 


Shakeout in Asia’s PC 
market seen worsening 


SINGAPORE (AFPi — A 
shakeout in Asia's personal 
computer manufacturing 
business is expected to wors- 
en due to regional financial 
turbulence stemming from 
the currency crisis, industry 
officials and analysts have 
said. 

"I think there will be more 
to come,” Paul Chan, Asia- 
Pacific managing director of 
U.S. giant Compaq Computer 
Cuip., told reporters when 
•asked w hether more comput- 
er companies would exit the 
scene because of the crisis. 

Many local personal com- 
puter cutnpanies in the region 
had fulded up in the aftermath 
of the rapid depreciation of 
regional currencies against 
the U.S. dollar since July last 
year. 

"What is obvious is that 
where companies find they 
cannot compete profitably in 
any specific place then they 
will be forced to take radical 
action which may result in 
companies exiting from the 
marketplace,” Mr. Chan said 
at u media briefing on Com- 
paq's 1997 financial results. 

"You have seen a number of 
companies actually exiting 
right here in Singapore,” he 
said, without giving names. 

K.T Technology Pie. Ltd., 
Singapore’s aggressive per- 
sonal computer maker in the 
early 90’s, is among those 
which bowed out of the scene 
recently. 

Mr. Chan said Compaq, 
reputedly the largest global 
supplier of personal comput- 
ers and which chalked up a 41 
per cent worldwide net 
income growth to SI .85 bil- 
lion in 1997, was unlikely to 
be hit hard by ihe crisis 
because of strong demand 


and preseoce in the United 
Slates and Europe. 

Compaq does not give a 
regional breakdown of its 
profits due to competitive 
reasons. 

Mr. Chan pointed out that 
very large companies which 
had been leaders in the com- 
puter industry had found it 
tough to compete in certain 
segments of the personal 
computer industry, citing the 
consumer segment as an 
example. 

He said that one indication 
that "industry consolidation” 
was accelerating amid finan- 
cial turmoil in Asia was the 
estimated 10 percentage point 
increase in global market 
share of the top four compa- 
nies. 

'The actual truth is that in 
many of the Asian countries, 
products are becoming more 
expensive because of the 
depreciation of the local cur- 
rencies," he said, forecasting 
that persona] computer ship- 
ments to Asia in 1998 would 
be "much lower” than pro- 
jected. 

U.S. -based market research 
firm International Data Carp. 

( IDC ) hud forecast in Decem- 
ber last year that 1 99S growth 
in personal computer ship- 
ments to Asia from last year 
would dip to 1 6 per cent from 
18 per cent in 1997. 

But the I99S figure is 
expected to be revised in a 
fortnight because of the nega- 
tive impact of the regional 
financial turmoil over the last 
two months. 

"The figure will be lower 
than projected because of the 
regional crisis," said Gerald 
Tan, analyst with the IDC 
Asia-Pacific office in Singa- 
pore. 


provide over 600 jobs to 
local workers operating 300 
machines. 

Mr Amiji. whose main 
clients include American 
bratid names such as CAR 
Banana Republic. Wal- 
Murt, K-Mart and Fruit of 
the will be compet- 

ing w rib ox er 30 textile lac- 
tones at QIZ. 

The QIZ agreement will 
come into full force in two 
weeks. 

ATRACO. currently pro- 
ducing around 20 million 
piece*, a year, is keen on 
exporting a high quality 


service by providing train- 
ing and know-how i» work- 
ers. 

Behind QIZ was a con- 
glomerate, Century Invest- 
ment Group — a Jordanian 
public shareholding compa- 
ny with an estimated equitv 
value of more than $100 
million. 

The group is employing 
1.200 employees at its 12 
factories established at the 
QIZ — all a 50/50 partner- 
ship basis with world multi- 
nationals. 

On Monday, Mr. Amiji 
investigated Jordan's 


investment climate. 

Thuniya Salti. researcher 
of the National Competi- 
tiveness Team at the Min- 
istry of Planning, briefed 
Mr. Amiji on Jordan’s tex- 
tile industry and its compet- 
itiveness on world markets. 

Later, he visited the 
Investment Promotion Cor- 
poration (IPC) and got a 
comprehensive briefing on 
the services provided by 
IPC to foreign investors 
who can now have a 100 
per eent equity ownership 
in Jordan. 
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Rusedski claims 1st 
title in five months 


ANTWERP (AFP) — Greg Rusedski, 
who will be one of the favourites in the 
ATP‘s new London event next week, 
got a pre-tournament boost Sunday 
when he won his first title in five 
months by defeating defending champi- 
on Marc Rosset of Switzerland 7-6 
(7/3). 3-6. 6-1. 6-4 in the final of the SI 
million European Community 
Championship here on Sunday. 

The 24-year-old. ninth-ranked British 
player, who last won a title in Basel last 
October has now won six events during 
his career. 

Rosset. 27. who beat Rusedski's com- 
patriot Tim Henman in last year’s final, 
showed early determinati'on. saving 
three break points in the fourth game of 
the opening set to frustrate Rusedski for 
2-2. But he twice needed treatement for 
a blisiered thumb in the second-seL 

“1 think I competed well." said 
Rusedski after his win. 

"The court was a little slow for 
indoors and you have to mix it up oth- 
erwise. even if veu set vour serve in. 


guys can get to the return. 

The Canada-born British No. 1 
described the victory as “one of the 
biggest” of his career — “along with 
Basle.” 

“Those are two of the most important 
indoor events in the world.” 

Rusedski got the chance to handle the 
million-dollar diamond-encrusted gold 
racket during the awards ceremony. The 
trophy becomes the property of any 
player who wins the Antwerp title three 
times in five years. 

Only former World No. 1 Ivan Lendl 
in the 19S0s has ever taken away the 
trophy. 

"It would be great for ray house.” 
Rusedski joked. “But you can't talk 
about getting it until you have at least 
two titles. I hope to be back next year to 
defend. 

“It was pretty heavy, that’s for sure, 
it's a special thing and I’m sure Lendl 
cherishes his.” 



Britain’s Greg Rusedski holds his trophy after winning 
the final of the European Community Championship in 
Antwerp. Rusedski defeated Swiss Marc Rosset 7-6 3-6 
6-1 6-4 (Reuters photo) 


Samaranch unapologetic 
about cost of Olympic bid 

WASHINGTON iAFPi — International Olympics 
Committee President Juan Antonio Samaranch shrugged 
off criticism that cities musL spend lavishly to win their 
bids to host Olympic Games. 

In a television interview that aired late Sunday. 
.Samaranch acknowledged that it would be “not easy” and 
"quite difficult" for a city to clinch the Olympics if it were 
unwilling to pay dearly for the privilege. * 

“But if they are getting the games, they will receive a lot 
of money." Samaranch. 77. told CBS television. 

CBS' weekly news programme “60 Minutes” also raised 
questions about the selection of the I IS-member IOC 
Committee. 

ft noted Lhat members have included commercial spon- 
sors of the games, a defence minister under former 
Ugandan dictator Idi Amin, a former member of the 
Korean intelligence service, and Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin's former tennis coach and sports minister, who 
reported! \ made a fortune in tobacco and alcohol. 

CBS also pointed out that Samaranch held high office in 
the Spanish regime of dictator Francisco Franco. 

Asked if he had any apologies for serving under Franco 
for three decades. Samaranch responded: “I am very proud 
of my present. I am very proud of my past”. - •* ■ 



Maria Mutola of Mozambique celebrates after she set a 
new women's indoor world record in the 800 metres in 
Lievin, northern France (Reuters photo) 

Mutola breaks Wachtel’s 
decade old world record 


LIEVIN (AFP) — 
Mozambique's triple world 
indoor champion Maria 
Mutola broke the 1 0-year- 
old world indoor S00 
metres record here on 
Sunday in a time of 1 
minute 56.36 seconds. 

The 25-year-old, who also 
took the outdoor world 800 
metres title in 1993, broke 
the previous record set by 
Christine Wachte! of East 
German v in 198S of 
1:56.40.' 

Mutola. who retained her 
world indoor title last year 
only weeks after returning 
home when her father was 


killed in a car crash, said 
that she had always pro- 
grammed this meeting to 
break the record. 

“T used Stockholm's 
meeting on Thursday as a 
practice run. but it was here 
that 1 had targeted to break 
the record,” Mutola said. 

Morocco's dual world 
indoor champion Hicham 
El Guenouj. who claimed 
the 1500 metres outdoor 
title last year, blamed being 
tired from Ramadan for 
missing out on breaking his 
own 1500 metres world 
record by just nine tenths of 
a second 



South Africa Brendan Augustin (R) fights for the bail with Morocco Rossi Yoossef 
February 22, during the quarter-final of the African Nations Cup soccer tournament 
in Ouagadougou stadium. South Africa beat Morocco 2-1 (Reuters photo) 

South Africa win clash 
of Nations Cup giants 


OUAGADOUGOU (AFP) 
— David Nyathi scored his 
first international goal in 34 
appearances to take holders 
South Africa past Morocco 
into the African Nations Cup 
semi-finals with a 2-1 victory 
here on Sunday. 

Nyathi. a left wingback 
from Swiss club Saint 
Gallen. unleashed a shot 
inside the penalty area with 
his less dangerous right foot 
and goalkeeper Abdelkader 
al-Brazi never stood a 
chance. 

Benni McCarthy, a 20- 
year-old striker who was 
playing lower division foot- 
ball in Cape Town less than 
one year ago before being 
signed by Dutch giants Ajax, 
set the quarter-final alight by 
scoring after 21 minutes. 

Al-Brazi, at 33 the oldest 
player on the Municipal 
Stadium pitch, could only 
parry a Helm an Mkhalele 
cross and Brendan Augustine 
headed the ball into the path 
of McCarthy, who made no 
mistake. 

South Africa conceded a 
soft equaliser in ther 35th 
minute when Youssef Chippo 
rose unopposed at a comer to 
steer the ball into the path of 
Said Chiba, whose close- 


African Nations Cup schedule 

• Feb 25 — Semi-finals: Democratic Republic of Congo 
v South Africa, August 4 Stadium. Ouagadougou 1600 
GMT: Burkina Faso v Egypt. Omni sport Stadium. Bobo- 
Dioulasso 2000 

• Feb 27 — Third-place playoff. Municipal Stadium, 
Ouagadougou 1600 

• Feb 28 — Final, August 4 Stadium 1 600 

Leading African Nations Cup scorers 

5 — Benni McCarthy (South Africa), Hossam Hassan 

(Egypt) 

4 — Joel Tiehi (Ivory Coast) 

3 — Tondelua Mbuilua (Democratic Republic of Congo), 
Souleymane Oulare (Guinea), Alphonse Tchami 
(Cameroon) 


range header found the net. 

Billed as the clash of the 
giants because South Africa 
are the defending champions 
and Morocco are ranked No. 
1 in Africa by world control- 
ling body FIFA, the match 
was open, entertaining and 
tense. 

After an even first half, 
Morocco took territorial con- 
trol without seriously trou- 
bling goalkeeper Brian 
Baloyi and the winner came 
against the run of play. 

McCarthy was repeatedly 
caught offside in the second 
half by a well-drilled 
Moroccan defence but the 


North Africans missed 
injured leading scorer 
Salaheddine Bassir. 

Morocco brought on 
Ahmed Bahja for disappoint- 
ing playmaker Mustapha 
Hadji and Abderrahim 
Ouakili for Ali al-Khattabi in 
the closing stages as South 
Africa retreated. 

Bafana Bafana (The Boys) 
had defender Andrew 
Rabutla sent off in injury 
time for a late tackle and he 
will miss the semi-final 
against the Democratic 
Republic of Congo here on 
Wednesday. 


Coach 
calls for 
drugs 
to be 

legalised 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Former top athletics coach 
Wilf Paish has called for 
the legalisation of perfor- 
mance-enhancing drags in 
sporr. 

Paish. who coached Tessa 
Sanderson to a gold medal 
in the javelin at the 1984 
Olympics and who was 
also in charge of the South 
African ream in Atlanta, 
made his comments on a 
BBC television programme 
Sunday. 

“We should see drug-tak- 
ing as an acceptable way of 
enhancing performance in 
spore” said the 65 -year-old 
Paish. 

“The (doping) rales as 
they are applied now sim- 
ply do not work, and I say 
they should be scrapped. 

"Even the infamous 
steroids have been shown 
to be safe when taken on 
their own and under super- 
vision. Meanwhile, many 
top athletes are faking 
banned drugs and getting 
away with iL I say. why be 
hypocrites?” 

Paish, who has also 
worked with the England 
cricket team and Halifax 
rugby league side, said ath- 
letes would continue to 
take a chance with drugs 
because the rewards for 
success are so high. 

His comments follow 
similar calls for the accep- 
tance of drugs by South 
African sports scientist 
John Hawley and 
Argentinian researcher 
Claudio Tamburrini. 

“The ban on doping is 
paternalistic because the 
main reason advanced for 
the .ban . is. to. protect, ,tl}§.., 
sportsman's health," said 
Tamburrini. 

"No one would dream of 
sanctioning career-minded 
people who work too hard 
and ruin their health. 

“Elite sport is now a pro- 
fession like any other. 
Athletes should decide for 
themselves how much risk 
they are willing to take. 

“The ban on doping is 
also unworkable because 
athletes, like other profes- 
sionals. will always tiy to 
better themselves. If soci- 
ety finds it unacceptable to 
limit development in other 
professions, then it is also 
unacceptable to place lim- 
its on athletes.” 


George 
aims at 
indoor vault 
record 

ADELAIDE (AFP) — An 
indoor athletics meet has 
been scheduled for here 
next month in a bid to give 
Australian pole vault won- 
der Emma George a chance 
to retrieve her world indoor 
record. 

After breaking her own 
world outdoor record of 
4.55 metres with a vault of 
4.57m in Auckland last 
weekend. 23-year-old 
George will be given the 
chance to regain die indoor 
record from Iceland’s Vala 
Flosadottir, who holds the 
current mark at 4.44m. 

George previously held 
the indoor record at 4.40m 
but that has broken several 
times since the start of the . 
recent European indoor 
season. The Adelaide 
indoor meet will be held on 
March 7. 
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Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of * 

It might seem that this bit of 
advice is redundant, but we are 
constantly ■irnwii at the number of 
declarers who traipse down the 
merry road to destruction without 
paying the slightest heed to warn* 
ing signals. Look for the problem, 
and the solution will often lie right 
before you. 

The auction was textbook. After 
South's one-no-trump opening, 
North used the S layman Conven- 
tion to check for a possible 4-4 heart 
Gt. When South denied a major, 


North leaped to the no-trump game. 

West led the queen of spades, 
taken by declarer. Sooth could 
count six fast tricks in the black 
suits, so the problem was to score 
three tricks in the red suits before 
Bast could gain the lead, thereby 
preventing that defender from mak- 
ing a fatal return through declarer's 
spade tenace. 

The solution is quite simple. The 
red suita. had to be Jed from dummy 
to stop East from capturing an hon- 
or and shifting to a spade. Declarer 
crossed to the table with a low dub 
to the nine at trick two. Does it 
moke any difference which red suit 
Sooth tackles first? 

You betcha! A diamond would be 
a auble error. East can rise with the 
ace and return a spade, and 
because of the 4-1 break declarer 
can score only two tricks in the suit 
for a total of eight — two spade 
tricks, two diamonds and four 
Idnbs. 

When declarer elected to lead a 
low heart. East could not rise with 
the ace — that would present 
declarer with three tricks in the 
suit. After the jack won, declarer 
returned to dummy with, a dub to 
Dead a diamond. Again East could 
not afford to take the ace, so 
South's queen became the second 
red-suit trick. Declarer now revert- 
ed to hearts to secure cine tricks 
before the Hgfowea can collect five. 
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®per sub rescues 
I point for Newcastle 

? S5 : ^ LE . < ^ FPl N ' ewcaa,t!,s Temur Ketsbuia 

! £ MC ‘T* liser wilhin a «“«* ol coming 

if the »^nch to cancel out a stunning coal bv Leeds’ 

' R( !S?n WJ ^ “ a . pu,salin S 1 ■ 1 draw here on Sunday. 

! w * N rt ^ ll L tra, t ns Walbce\ S2od minute strike. 

Gcotpan inidlicider Keisbaia grabbed a vital point for 
j struggles Newcastle with a speculative 30-yard drive two 
minutes from tune. 

ueds goalkeeper Nigel Mem ,., who had an ouwmding 
^otherwise, buned h,. head in hi. hands after his only 
nusttke in 90 minutes allowed the ball to squirm under- 
ijcalh him and into the net. ~ 

Boi the goal and the point it secured was no more than 
Newcastle desen-ed from an open, attacking game which 
ma de a mockery or both sides' reputations tor boring foot- 
ball. 

Newcastle had a golden chance to take the lead after iust 
three minutes when two of the club’s recent signings com- 
bined 10 carve Open the Leeds defence. 

Swedish striker Andreas Andersson. bought from AC 
Milan J^l month, burst into the left of ihe area and cut the 
ball hack for former Everton and Leeds midfielder Gary 
Speed who railed to make clean contact on the ball from 
live yards out 

Shearer was inches away from finding the breakthrough 
on 18 natures when he saw his ferocious left-foot shot bril- 
liantly tipped onto the bar by Marty n. 

Two minutes later the England striker was once again 
denied by the Leeds keeper, who palmed a looping far post 
header over the bar. 

But Leeds were making their own contribution to a high- 
ly entertaining start to the game and they .should have taken 
the lead when Brnno Ribeiro cut the ball back for Wallace 
who scuffed his shot wide from close range. 

Former England full back Sruun Pearce then forced 
another smart save from Many n when he bent a low free 
kick around the defensive wall alter Shearer had been 
fouled on the edge of the area. 

Five minutes before the interval. Northern Ireland winner 
Keith Gillespie burst down the right flank and his inch-per- 
fect cross was met by Andersson at the near post but his 
well struck drive flashed inches past. 

The game continued to flow in the second period with 1 
both sides creating a string of half chances, but it was the 
visitors who came closest to a goal when Wallace smashed 
a ferocious 20 yard volley which was tipped onto the 
Newcastle cross bar by 'keeper Shay Given. 

The game deserved a goal and no-one more than Shearer 
deserved to score it. 

Ten minutes from time the England captain was present- 
ed with a chance which nine times out of ten he would 
buried, but his powerful header was beaten out brilliantly 
by Martyn. 

And within two minutes. Shearer had good reason to 
regret his miss when Wallace fired the winner for Leeds 
with a flying scissors kick from 10 yards out. 

Bat that was not the end of the drama as Keisbaia came 
off the bench to grab his last gasp equaliser. 


The pace begins to tell as top teams crash 


PARIS (AFPj — Europe's 
top teams found that the 
pace was beginning to tel! 
when they crashed to shock 
league defeats this weekend. 
Juventus and Inter Milan 
were beaten in Italy. Real 
Madrid dropped off of the 
top of the Spanish first divi- 
sion when they went down 
in a seven-goal chriiier in 
Tenerife despite twice tak- 
ing the lead. And in France 
paceserters Marseille, Metz 
and Monaco didn't earn a 
point between them. 

Italian champions 

Juventus stuttered to a 
humiliating 3-0 defeat at 
Fiorentina on Sunday while 
rivals Inter Milan also crum- 
pled to a 3-0 loss to Lazio, 
who went second on goal 
difference to gatecrash the 
nice to this season’s Italian 
league title. 

Juventus, beaten 1-0 by 
Lazio in the midweek Italian 
Cup semi-finals. badly 
missed central defenders 
Ciro Ferrara, tltrough injury, 
and Mark Iuliano, through 
suspension. 

They also struggled with 
coach Marcello Lippi’s 
decision to a field 
Alessandro Del Piero as the 
only striker in the first half. 

Aldo Firicano nodded in 
Fiorentina’* first and 
Belgian international Luis 
Oliveira slotted home the 
second in the 34th minute 
after Gabriel Batistuta 
rounded Juventus ‘keeper 
Angelo Peruzzi and 
knocked the ball back. 

Substitute Anselmo 

Robbiari added the third 
with 12 minutes left as 
Fiorentina beat Juventus for 
the first time since 1992. 
and avenged last month s 
Italian Cup defeat to the 
Turin club. 

Lippi admitted: '“We 

deserved to lose. Fiorentina 
played weLl and we certainly 
didn’t. Perhaps I didn’t 
explain myself clearly 
enough, but we were too 
defensive. We sometimes 
had five defenders in a line 
and that's not what I wanted. 
Fabio Pecchia and Zinedine 
Zidane, who should have 
been supporting Del Piero, 
were coming back too 
often." 

Lazio, who have won 13 


and drawn two in their last 
15 cup and league games, 
outclassed Inter in front of a 
70,000 crowd at the 
Olympic Stadium. 

Diego Fuser tucked the 
ball past Inter keeper 
Gianluca Pagliuca in the 
25th minute and a glancing 
header from Croatian inter- 
national Alen Boksic made 
it 2-0 before the break. 

Inter libero Salvatore Fresi 
handed Lazio the third by 
trying to dribble past 
Pierluigi Casiraghi. Italy’s 
World ~Cup centre forward 
won the tackle and deftly 
planted the ball inside 
Pagliuca's far post. 

Inter, whose only positive 
note came from Nigerian 
substitute Nwankwo Kanu, 
had Maura Milanese sent off 
lor sarcastically applauding 
the referee for having 
booked him in injury time. 

In Spain, FC Barcelona on 
Sunday made the most of 
Real Madrid’s slip-up 24 
hours earlier, by scoring a 2- 
0 home victory over 
Compestela. But they need- 
ed to steady, frayed nerves 
when Rivaldo missed a 
penalty after just fifteen 
minutes. 

Real Madrid went down 4- 
3 in Tenerife in a match 
which saw three players sent 
off and three of the goals 
coming from penalties. 

In other matches third- 
placed Real Soeiedad were 
held 2-2 at home by Oviedo 
while Majorca beat visiting 
Racing Santander 2-1 — all 
of the goals coming in the 
last seven minutes. 

French leaders Marseille, 
beaten in a five-goal thriller 
at home by Auxene in the 
French League Cup quarter- 
finals earlier in the week, 
slipped for a second time in 
from of their fans when they 
crashed to a shock 1 -0 
defeat against Rennes. 

Stephane Gregoirc scored 
the only goal of the match 
on the hour to give Rennes 
their first away win of the 
season. 

Despite the defeat 
Marseille stayed top along- 
side Metz, who were also 
beaten in the League Cup in 
midweek by Paris St 
Germain. Both clubs have 
50 points from 27 matches. 


Metz, hoping to pur their 
League Cup defeat behind 
them, went down 2-1 at Le 
Havre. 

Bastia, with seven of their 
first choice players missing 
front their lineup because of 
either injury or suspension, 
plundered maximum points 
with a 1-0 home win over 
champions Monaco. 

Monaco were sunk thanks 
to an opportunist goal from 
second-half substitute 
Wilfrid Gohel who lobbed 
French international goal- 
keeper Fabien Barthez and 
his defenders on the hour 
with a clever left-footed 
effort. 

moved up to fourth place 
in the table after coming 
away from Bordeaux with 
maximum points after a goal 
from Anton Drobnjak in the 
62nd minute earned them a 
1-0 victory. 

But Paris St. Germain, 
their Brazilian coach 
Ricardo still under fire after 
a series of disappointing 
results despite Use midweek 
League Cup success, were i 
held 0-0 at Guingamp. 

In Portugal. Bcnlica coach 
Graeme Souness believes 
*his revitalised side still lias a 
chance of overhauling lead- 
ers FC Porto and winning 
die Portuguese league 
championship. 

Former Scottish interna- 
tional Souness, who look 
over the Lisbon giants when 
they were in the doldrums, 
was delighted with a crush- 
ing 4-1 win over rivals 
Sporting Lisbon in a local 
derby match on Saturday 
night. 

The victory lifted Benfica 
to wilhin eight points of 
Porto, who have 50 points 
and are on track for a fourth 
straight title. 

“Until it is a mathematical 
impossibility we certainly 
aren’t going to rule out win- 
ning the title,” said Souness 
on Sunday. 

"If we keep playing the 
way we arc, and more 
importantly defending the 
way we are, than we have a 
chance of beating anyone." 

Czech international Karel 
Poborsky and former 
Sheffield United striker 
Brian Deane ■ — a pair of 
Souness signings — both 


scored for Benfica as they 
swamped Sporting in the 
second half. 

“We knew it was going to 
be a tough game and we had 
to defend well against 
Sporting's onslaught for the 
first 30 minutes — but in the 
end we won well," Souness 
told Portuguese television 
station. 

Porto, meanwhile, slipped 
up over the weekend, drop- 
ping two points way to 
Campuinaiorense. 

Benfica now face a 
Portuguese Cup semi-final 
against Sporting Braga on 
Tuesday with Souness — 
sacked by Italian second 
division side Torino earlier 
in the season — in an upbeat 
mood. “We have to he confi- 
dent the way we are play- 
ing," he said. 
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West Asian Zone basketball qualifiers 

Riyadi win crucial match, 
play Syria’s Wihdeh today 

Jazireh score easy 96-26 win over Mina ’ 


Swiss tennis player Patty Schnyder returns a ball t«i 
Czech Jana Novotna during their final match at the 
Women Tennis Association tWTAt in Hanover t Reuters 
photo ) 

Schnyder shocks 
Novotna to take 2nd title 

HANOVER l AFP I — Unseeded Swiss starlet Palls 
Schnyder saved two match |x>ints on her wav Ur her second 
WTA title here on Sunday, beating top seed Jana Novotna 
of the Czech Republic O-U. 2-6, 7-5. 

The 19-year-old, who won in Hobart in January, took full 
advantage in the first set of a belovv-par Novotna, who had 
pulled a stomach muscle in Saturday's semi-final with 
Anna Kournikova. 

Schnyder broke the Czech’s serve three times to take it fi- 

ll. 

However, Novotna, ranked third in the world, hit hack in 
the second, breaking for 5-2, and served out to level the 
match. 

The third set produced a remarkable, turnaround with 
Schnyder, who reached last year's Italian semi-finals, com- 
ing back from 4-5 and two match points down to lead 6-5 
after six deuces on her serve. 

A visibly tiring Novotna. 29. saved one match point but 
overhit- an easy smash to- give Schnyder the title after 
almost two hours. 


By Alftn Bannayan 

Jordan Slat? 'Rrpt *rter 

AMMAN — Lebanon's Ai Riyadi 
M« inday overcame Iranian champions 
Aihohan NV-MJ to win the opening 
match at the 1st West Asian Zone bas- 
ketball qualifiers which opened here 
with five teams taking part. 

Jordan's Ai Jo/jreh had no trouble in 
Llicir match as they sailed by Yemen’s 
AI Mina' 06-26 in the Lie game. The 
hosis romped to an expected victory 
after leading 19-0 in the first six min- 
utes and won the first half 47- IS. 

AI Riyadi led 50-41 at halftime and 
their players dazzled the fans with var- 
ied dunks as they mounted a fas! attack 
Vo maintain the lead throughout die sec- 
ond half at 75-62 and S3 09 before the 
Iranians slightly narrowed the gap but 
tailed to catch up. 

'Hie opening day matches were 
attended by Minister of Culture and 
Youth Total Sui'aii AI Hasson, and the 
ambassadurs of Iron and Yemen. 

Syria’s Ai ihdeh will play Ai Riyadi 
in fhetr first match at 4 p.m, today in an 
important tie that will somewhat deter- 
mine Ihe chances of two teams. Ai 
Mina’ face Zohohan in the late match. 

It is still early to anticipate who will 
win the sole qualifying berth to the 
Asian Clubs Championship which will 
be held in Malaysia April 25-May 2. 
hut onlookers expect A! Riyadi, 
Zobuhan and AI Ja/ireh to be the 
favourites. 

AI jazireh Aramex. the Kingdom's 
reigning champions arc hosting the 
Feb. 23-27 event amid preparations to 


retain the Kingdom's title which they 
won last year ending a 36-year domina- 
tion by rivals Orthodoxi and AI Ahli. 

Four referees from the Asian 
Basketball Confederation t .ABC) are on 
hand fur the tourney televised live on 
JTY and Future TV of Lebanon. 

Aramex has undertaken the cost of 
accommodation for ihe teams and is the 
sole sponsor at an estimated cost of 
JD2«».0nu. 

The Asian Clubs Championship will 
include 10 tideholding Asian teams: the 
top lour from the last championship, 
one each from the ABC’s five zones 
and fhc host nation. 

The ABC five zones jrc: Middle Asia. 
East Asia, Southeast Asia. West Asia 
and the Gulf. 

Ai Jazireh’s lineup has been boosted 
by the experience of AI Ahli’s veteran 
play maker Samir Murqus who relumed 
to the game after signing with AI 
Ja/ireh after a two-season retirement. 

AI Riyadi have three professionals on 
their lineup. The Iranian team also 
boasts two Yugoslav pros and the 
Syrian team includes veteran national 
team players including Anwar Abdul 
Hay and Tarif Qutrash. 

Referring |i> the fact that the ABC 
allow s foreign play ers in such tourna- 
ments. chief of Al Jazireh Aramex \ 
organising committee Fuji Ghandour 
noted that he wanted no change on his 
lineup which will soon compete for the 
Kingdom’s title. 

"We have confidence in our team, and 
our plans are long-term. We do nut 
work for a panieular championship 
onlv." 


Aramex 's sponsorship was the under- 
lying reason which enabled Ai Jazireh 
to be crowned the Kingdom’s champi- 
ons after playing in the second division 
only a decade ago. 

This year, the team will travel to 
Malaysia if they win the qualifiers. The 
agenda also includes the .Arab Clubs 
Championships in Beirut March 23- 
April 2. 

Ghandour said holding the qualifiers 
in Amman were pan of celebrations 
marking Arame.v'.s 15 years of opera- 
tion adding that the tournament was 
open to the Jordanian public free of 
charge. 

"This is our gift tor Jordanian basket- 
ball fans as it is not often that we host 
events grouping Arab champion 
teams.” 

Al Jazireh's lineup includes live 
national team players including Husant 
Lutfi, Mu' an Ode'h and Noser Alawneh. 
Mu'tasent Sal a inch and Ghaith Ennabi 
are missing the event. 

Al Orthodoxi and Al Ahli had previ- 
ously taken pan in the Asian Clubs 
Championship, with AI Ahli securing 
the best Jordanian showing with a 
fourth place finish in 1995. 

Al Jazireh won the Kingdom's bas- 
ketball crown in 1997 leaving tradition- 
al rivals Al Ahli in second place and Al 
Orthodoxi third. 

Al Orthodoxi had an undisputed reign 
from 1976-19S9. Al Ahli won the title 
in 1990. 1992. 1993 and 1994 while Al 
Orthodoxi eame back to win in 1995 
and 1996 and are currently preparing to 
get buck the title. 


Philippoussis 
beats Chang 
for title 

MEMPHIS fAFPi — 
Fourth-seed Mark 

Philippoussis of Australia 
spoiled American Michael 
Chang’s 26th birthday 
Sunday hy defeating the sec- 
ond seed and defending 
champion t>-3, 6-2 in the 
ATP Tour final here, 

Philippoussis, 21, broke 
Cluing tltree times eii route to 
his fifth career ATP Tour title 
and his first since his Stella 
Artois Championships tri- 
umph in London last June. 

The victory was worth 
$120,1)00 to the Australian 
who had lost all four of his 
previous career n latches 
against (he American. 

Philippoussis, who won 
three titles on three different 
surfaces last season, will 
jump from 16th to a career- 
high 1 3th in next week’s ATP 
rankings. 

Chang saw hi.s 1998 record 
fall to 8 wins against three 
defeats. 


Seattle defeat Denver; Spurs lose 


ORLANDO (API — Nick 
Anderson’s 3-pointer with 7. 1 
seconds remaining capped a 
30-paint performance Sunday 
and gave the Orlando Magic a 
96-94 victory over the*Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

A crowd of I7.231S booed 
virtually every time O’Neal 
touched the ball and cheered 
wildly each time he missed a 
shot and committed a foul. 
O’Neal finished with 2U 
points and 10 rebounds. 

■ New York Knicks 92, 
Houston Rockets 74: In 
New York. John Starks scored 
13 of his 24 points in a bun* 


at the stun of the fourth quar- 
ter to carry the New. York 
Knicks over the Houston 
Rockets! ' „ 

• Milwaukee Bucks 79, 
Cleveland Cavaliers 71: 
Glenn Robinson scored 29 
points and Ray Allen scored 
eight of his. 20 in the fourth 
quarter as Milwaukee beat 
Cleveland. 

• Seattle Supersonics 88, 
Denver Nuggets 68: Greg 
Anthony had a season-high 
15 points, including three 3- 
pointers in the fourth quarter, 
as the Seattle Supersonic* 
handed the Denver Nuggets 


their seventh straight loss. 

. • , Phoenix Suns 97, San 
Antonio Spurs 79: At 
Phoenix, Danny Manning 
and Dennis Scott came off the 
bench to spark a big fourth 
quarter for Phoenix, which 
won* its season-best fifth 
straight. 

• Pacers 97, 76ers 92: In 
Philadelphia. Reggie Miller 
scored 19 of his 25 points in 
the second half and hit a key 
3-pointer with two minutes 
left as Indiana beat 
Philadelphia 97-92 for the 
second time in four days and 
ninth time in a row. 


A FURNISHED APARTMENT IN WESTERN 

SHME1SAN) FOR RENT 1 

Area: 220sq.m., second floor apartment. Consists of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, 1 

spacious living room, veranda, independent central heat- 
ing, telephone, maid's room, modem equipped kitchen 
and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel.: 5665711, Fax 5664256 • 


m 
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JORDAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY 


| Changing telephone numbers | 
[inAmrr^ 

JTC announces that at midnight 
of February 28 , 1998 ail telephone numbers 
connected to Amman Central Exchanges 
which begin with 

61 , 62 , 63 , 64,65 

will be changed 
to ( 7 ) digits by adding 
NO ( 4 ) to the left 
of the existing telephone number 


f l/\ 


MEMORIES LAST FOREVER 


26 - 27 February 1998 from 3:00 - 10:00 pm 
Tbe Royal Hall at Radisson SAS Hotel Amman (Previously Philadelphia Hotel) 


WEDDING EXPO. 


Note 


Area code is 
(06) 

Directory information is 
. ( 121 ) 

Fault Complaint is 
(139) 


Director General 
Mamoon Balqar 


RadissonJW 


Participating Companies 

Rosenthal Shop • Karen- i Emsaih & Sens • Al Nafees Fashions • Black & Whit® Studio & Labs 
Al Manhour lighting Deca - Trust Tourj Agency • Dooud Tycoon’s Stores • Noor Flower 
Conna Fashion Houm ■ Novel • Studio Nabil Nasr • Bride & Groom Center 
Avon * Lis Confisene - Your Vision ■ La eyounak" - Atelier Royal - Sdeen 
Nwser Irsheid And The Knights • Immortol FWrj • Aramex (Shop the World) 
Radisson SAS Hotel Ammon • Music Box • Loli Abu Zeid 
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Israeli, Palestinian negotiators 
meet in attempt to restart talks 


■JERICHO fR) — Senior 
Palestinian and Israeli negotia- 
tors met in die West Bank town 
of Jericho on Monday in a bid 
to restart negotiations on out- 
standing issues of the Israeli- 
PNA interim peace deal. 

Palestinian officials said they 
hoped the apparent end of 
Iraq's stand-off with the United 
Nations would free world 
attention — more specifically 
that of main peace sponsor the 
United States — to work on 
Middle East peacemaking. 

But Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
nothing could take the place of 
direct talks between Israel and 
the Palestinian National 
Authority and whatever they 
could agree together. 

Palestinian negotiator Saeb 
Erekat and Israeli Cabinet 
Secretary' Danny Naveh told 
reporters after their meeting in 


Jericho they would hold mote 
talks on Tuesday evening with 
U.S. ambassador to Israel 
Edward Walker, at his home in 
Tel Aviv. 

“We will do our utmost to 
find ways to faithfully and pre- 
cisely implement the signed 
agreements" Mr. Erekat said. 

Nine joint Israeli-PNA inter- 
im committees have focused 
on meeting pledges made in a 
1995 peace deal (hat include 
opening Gaza air and sea pons 
and a “safe passage” for 
Palestinians between the West 
Bank and Gaza 

The Gaza airport has been 
built, but disputes over security 
have held up its opening. 

‘We both hope that we can 
achieve serious progress and 
fulfilment of both sides' oblig- 
ations," Mr. Naveh said. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat said in Gaza the appar- 


ent end of Iraq’s stand-off with 
the United Nations would 
boost efforts to resolve the 11- 
momh-dd impasse in Israeli- 
Palestinian peace talks. 

“No doubt the stress on the 
peace process will be increased 
at all levels by all means," Ml 
A rafat said. 

Palestinian officials had 
complained the Iraqi crisis was 
drawing attention away from 
what they called Israel’s foot- 
dragging on implementing 
peace agreements, and bad 
dominated the attention of the 
United States, the main peace 
sponsor. 

Under Ml Netanyahu's 
right-wing leadership, 

Washington has played a far 
more prominent role brokering 
Israeli accords with the 
Palestinians than it did in nego- 
tiations under the centre-left 
governments of Yitzhak Rabin 


and Shimon Peres. 

But asked how be might 
cope with increased U-S. pres- 
sure now that Washington 
could turn its attention to 
peacemaking, Mr. Netanyahu 
said: “1 believe there is no alter- 
native to direct discussion 
between us and the Palestinian 
[National] Authority. 

“In die end, no outside pres- 
sure of one kind or another will 
advance matters unless there is 
joint will which certainly 
exists with us and I hope it 
exists also with the 
Palestinians, to make 
progress.” he added. 

Peace talks collapsed last 
March when Israel broke 
ground for a new Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab east Jerusalem. 
Islamist suicide bombings and 
differences over tire extent of 
an Israeli pullback have deep- 
ened the crisis. 


Syria, Russia sign nuclear, 
tourism, economic accords 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syria 
and Russia signed cooperation 
agreements Monday on 
nuclear power, tourism and 
economic measures, diplomats 
said. 

The agreement on nuclear 
energy - for peaceful means was 
signed by Ibrahim Osman, 
director of the Syrian atomic 
energy institute, and Russian 
Atomic Energy Minister 
Viktor Mikhailov. 

The other agreements con- 
cern tourism. Investments and 
double taxation. 

No other details were provid- 
ed on the agreements, which 
were siEnedlai the end of the 


first session of the Syrian- 
Russian technical and econom- 
ic committee, created five 
years ago. 

The committee session was 
opened Saturday in Damascus 
by Syrian Economy Minister 
Mohammad Imnrfi and 
Russian Justice Minister 
Sergei Stepashin. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad met Mr. Stepashin and 
Ml Mikhailov here Sunday, 
the president's spokesman 
said, adding that Mr. Assad 
said he was satisfied with the 
positive direction in Syrian- 
Russian cooperation. 

Economic cooperation 


between the two countries has 
been hampered by Syria’s debt 
to Russia of about $10 billion 
resulting mainly from aims 
purchases by Damascus from 
the former Soviet Union. 

In 1997. Syrian-Russian 
trade rose to $200 million, 
including $130 million in 
Syrian exports to Russia, 
which are mainly comprised of 
textiles. 

A Russian parliamentary 
delegation led by Gennady 
Seleznyov, speaker of the State 
Duma, the lower house of par- 
liament, is expected here 
Tuesday night to meet Ml 
Assad. 


U.S., British peace activists welcome 
Iraq deal, urge end of sanctions 


BAGHDAD fR) — A U.S.- 
British peace group on 
Monday welcomed a deal 
signed by Iraq and UN. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
to defuse a crisis over arms 
inspections and urged an end to 
crippling UN. trade sanctions. 

“Voices in the wilderness 
welcomes the news that 
[Annan] and Iraq's President 
Saddam Hussein have reached 
an agreement to peacefully 
resolve the crisis over weapons 
inspection.” the group said in a 
statement issued in Baghdad. 

“During the past two weeks 
our delegation of peace 
activists from the U.S. and 


Britain found ample evidence 
of the use of sanctions as a 
weapon of mass destruction," it 
said. 

“We have been amazed by 
the emphasis ordinary people 
here have placed on sanctions 
rather than the threat of bomb- 
ing,” citing the plight of sick 
children it said had been 
denied medicines because of 
sanctions imposed for Iraq’s 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 

“They cannot import enough 
medicines, or have clean drink- 
ing water, or repair their 
sewage and sanitation systems, 
or even buy enough food to 
feed the population unless eco- 


nomic sanctions are lifted,” the 
statement said- 

Vbices in the Wilderness said 
sanctions were a crime against 
innocent Iraqi people and 
should be lifted now. 

Under UN. Security 
Council resolutions, Iraq must 
get a clean bill of health from 
the UN. Special Commission 
charged with dismantling its 
chemical biological nuclear 
and long-range missile pro- 
grammes before sanctions can 
be lifted Medicines were 
excluded from the U.N. sanc- 
tions. 


Greek minister slams Ttirkey-Israel 
ties as ‘alliance of wrongdoers’ 


CAIRO fR ) — Greek Foreign 
Minister Theodores Pan gal os 
criticised Turkish- Israeli mili- 
tary ties on Monday and said 
they represented “an alliance 
of wrongdoers." 

“Turkey's ties with Israel 
are not simply just for exer- 
cises as some people pre- 
tend” Mr. Pangalos told 
reporters in Cairo after meet- 
ing Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

“We very well know that 
this is a strategic alliance and 
that it is the wrong kind for 
everybody. This is an alliance 
of wrongdoers that brings us 
to a cold war situation. It is 
not in keeping with contem- 
porary times,” he added 

Israel and Turkey held their 


first joint naval exercises in 
the East Mediterranean in 
January. The United States 
also took pan in the manoeu- 
vres which are part of a 1996 
military agreement between 
Turkey and the Jewish state. 

Many Arab states, chiefly 
Egypt and Turkey's neigh- 
bour Syria, criticised the 
manoeuvres which Turkey 
and Israel said were only for 
search and rescue. 

Mr. Pangalos, whose coun- 
try has tense ties with fellow 
NATO-member Turkey, said 
he shared Arab fears that the 
exercises could be directed 
against a Mediterranean or 
Middle Eastern state. 

“These exercises are not 
simply meant to save people 


from the sea in an accident.” 
he added 

Mr. Pangalos, who arrived 
in Egypt on Sunday on a 
three-day visit, said be dis- 
cussed regional affairs and 
growing Egyptian- Greek mil- 
itary ties with Mr. Mubarak. 

Mr. Pangalos is due to meet 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa on Monday for 
more talks on facilitating an 
Egyptian cooperation agree- 
ment with the European 
Union (EU). 

The agreement is held up by 
Ell tariff barriers on Egyptian 
farm produce, the area in 
which Cairo says it holds a 
comparative advantage. 


EU to resume contacts with Iran 


•RUSSELS (AFP) — The 
uropean UnionfEU) moved 
londay to resume minister- 

il contacts with Iran, end- 
ig a 1 0-month freeze 
nposed after a German 
Durt implicated the Islamic 
:gtme in terrorism. 

At talks here, foreign min- 
ters from the 15 EU states 
greed that they should 
respond positively” to 
jncouraging” recent devel- 
pments in Iran and the 
iterest shown by Tehran in 
lore constructive ex- 
langes with the EU. 

“As a first step, the council 
-cided that official bilateral 
linisierial visits to or from 
an should be resumed. ' the 


ministers said in a statement 

They also called for offi- 
cials to develop proposals on 
how contacts between the 
EU as a bloc and Iran could 
be enhanced 

These contacts should be 
comprehensive and lead to a 
dialogue on issues including 
terrorism, the production of 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, the death sentence 
imposed by Tehran on 
British writer Salman 
Rushdie and the Middle East 
peace process. 

“Iran’s willingness to 
address these concerns 
would greatly enhance the 
success of the dialogue and 
Iran’s reintegration into the 


international community." 

The EU stance is bound to 
aggravate existing tensions 
with the United States over 
how to deal with Iran. 

Washington has pursued a 
policy of isolating the 
regime and has enacted leg- 
islation which gives the U.S. 
courts the power to impose 
sanctions on European com- 
panies which invest in its 
enei-gy sector. 

The United States justifies 
this policy as a means of 
denying Iran the hard cur- 
rency it needs to develop 
biological or chemical 
weapons. 


Israeli Labour 
Party to submit 
no-confidence 
motion over 
Iraq scare 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel's 
Labour opposition will present 
a no-amfidence motion 
against Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu next 
week over bis handling of 
preparations for a possible 
Iraqi attack, Israel Radio 
reported Monday. 

Labour deputies accused the 
government of confusing citi- 
zens during the crisis by insist- 
ing they equip themselves with 
protective gear while at the 
same time saying the chances 
for an Iraqi attack were very 
slim. 

“The government made the 
entire country feel endan- 
gered” Labour Deputy Yossi 
Beilin told Israel Radio. 

“The view that Israel lost a 
war that never happened is not 
far from the troth," Mr. Beilin 
added “The prime minister 
who always presented himself 
as Mr. Security has proved he 
is Mr. Lack of Security.” 

Meanwhile. Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Monfcchai 
derided in a meeting with 
security chiefs to follow devel- 
opments in Iraq and to contin- 
ue defence preparations as 
necessary. Israel Radio said 

Press: Israel will 
insist on keeping 
64% of W. Bank 

TEL AVIV ( AP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu will insist on 
retaining 64 per cent of the 
West Bank until a final 
peace settlement with the 
Palestinians is reached the 
Haaretz newspaper said 
Monday. 

Haaretz said Mr. 
Netanyahu told an 
American visitor last week. 
“I won't give anything that 
leaves us with less than 64 
per cent, because it affects 
our security. We need terri- 
tory so we have something 
to trade in final status." 

The Palestinians current- 
ly have full control over 
three per cent of the West 
Bank and partial control 
over 24 per cent Under the 
Israel-Palestinian agree- 
ments, Israel is supposed to 
make three unspecified fur- 
ther withdrawals from West 
Bank land by May 1998, 
before a final peace settle- 
ment 

The Palestinians say they 
expect to be in control of 
90 per* cent of the West 
Bank following those three 
withdrawals, none of 
which have been carried 
out 

But Mr. Netanyahu’s 
statement would mean 
Israel would give up just 
nine per cent more of the 
West Bank in one pullout. 
His government has said it 
wants to keep at least 50 
per cent of the West Bank 
in a final settlement as 
well. 

The prime minister’s 
office did not immediately 
return telephone calls from 
the Associated Press seek- 
ing comment 



THE MUSIC OF PEACE: Iraqi citizens celebrate an agreement reached by the U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan and the Iraqi government to avert a U.S.-Ied military 
strike against Iraq in Baghdad on Monday (See story on page 1) (Reuters photo) 


Erbakan selects successor as 
Turkish Islamists regroup 


ANKARA ( AFP) — Banned 
Islamist party leader 
Necmettin Erbakan has hand- 
picked a moderate ally to lead 
Turkey's future Islamist move- 
ment as his successor, his aides 
said Monday. 

Recai Kuian. a 68-year-old 
civil engineer and a former 
energy minister, will lead the 
new Islamist group to replace 
Ml Erbakan's dissolved 
Welfare Party in the next six 
months, they told AFP. 

Also, some 20 MPs from the 
defunct Welfare Parry, whose 
constitutional court ordered 
closure took effect on Sunday, 
joined the Virtue Party, a polit- 
ical group recently set up by 
Erbakan aides. 

Speaking to .AFP. Mr. Kutan 
did not comment on his 
expected leadership, but sai± 
“Our new movement will be a 
conservative one close to the 
centre, and will be free from 
extremist elements. Also reli- 
gious elements wil] not be 
stressed" 

He said Welfare leaders 
would meet on Wednesday to 
deride whether to keep the 
Virtue Party as Welfare’s suc- 
cessor or to set up a new polit- 
ical group. 

The Erbakan aides said Mr. 
Kutan would lead the new 
Islamist group in a transition 
period of some’ six months, 
after which the movement 


would elect a permanent chief. 

“Younger politicians, like 
[Istanbul mayor] Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan and [Erbakan 
spokesman] Abdullah Gul 
would have higher chances for 
being elected ~then,“ one aide 
said 

“Bui in the shorter term, 
Erbakan wants to keep Kutan 
— who has been with Erbakan 
for more than 30 years — lead- 
ing the movement during tran- 
sition.” be added 

The constitutional court rul- 
ing of Jan. 16 banning Welfare 
came into effect when the ver- 
dict was published in Sunday's 
Official Gazette. 

The ruling also bars party 
leader and former Turkish pre- 
mier, Mr. Erbakan. 71, from 
politics after officially losing 
his seat in parliament. 

.The court had ruled that 
Welfare should be dissolved 
for undermining Turkey's sec- 
ular regime — a major crime 
under the country’s constitu- 
tion 

Judicial sources said Mr. 
Erbakan who lost Ins parlia- 
mentary immunity with his 
seat could be charged with try- 
ing to overthrow Turkey's sec- 
ular regime, and would face 
around 10 years in jail if found 
guilty. 

The charges that led to 
Welfare’s closure focused on 
remarks by Ml Erbakan and 


his aides calling for a “jihad", 
or Islamic holy war. and efforts 
by party officials to introduce 
some Islamic practices into 
daily life. 

Mr. Erbakan became 
Turkey's first Islamist prime 
minister in June 19% after 
forging a coalition government 
with a conservative party, but 
his one-year term was marred 
by major rows wife die gener- 
als. 

He was forced to step down 
under heavy military pressure 
in June last year and replaced 
by conservative Mesut Yilmaz 
who now heads a secular ihree- 
paity coalition. 

Welfare garnered 21 per cent 
of the vote in the December 
1995 legislative elections and 
was the biggest party repre- 
sented in parliament 

The Welfare verdict has 
prompted non-violent protests 
by Islamist groups in the last 
few weeks. 

In a related development 
Monday, a Turkish prosecutor 
ordered the arrest of an Isl amis t 
ex-deputy for “anti-secular” 
remarks, the Anatolia news 
agency reported. 

Sevld Yilmaz, a former 
Welfare member who was 
expelled by the party before 
die group's closure, has been 
accused of insulting Turkey’s 
secular regime in several pub- 
lic speeches in recent years. 


Indian polls death toll passes 55 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Seven 
more people died in India 
Monday as the death toll dur- 
ing continuing national elec- 
tions passed 55. 

Unidentified gunmen shot 
dead two people. Monday dur- 
ing balloting in a north-eastern 
state, while five paramilitaiy 
personnel died in a landmine 
blast in the south while return- 
ing from polling duties. 

India's four-phase national 
elections began on Feb. 16 and 
end on March 7. 

About. 30 deaths were 
recorded across the country on 
the opening day. with 20 mere 
during the second phase on 
Feb. 22. The next legs are due 
on Feb. 2S and March 7. 

There have also been wide- 
spread reports of voter intimi- 
dation arid ballot box fraud 
Around 3,000 polling centres 
have so far been ordered to 
organise new polls after the 
first leg. 

Most of the deaths, caused 
by dashes between rival 
groups, were reported in Bihar, 
an eastern state regarded as 
India's most lawless province. 

Many victims have also died 
at the hands ■ of separatists 
groups or left-wing revolution- 
aries opposed to the polls. 


Indian court orders restoration 
of nationalist government 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — An Indian court Monday ordered the 
restoration of a Hindu nationalist state government sacked two 
days ago after losing its majority, the Press Trust of India (PTT) 
reported. 

The directive was given to authorities in the northern stale of 
Uttar Pradesh by the .Allahabad High Court the news agency 
said. 

The court “left it open to the [Uttar Pradesh] governor to con- 
vene a session of the state legislative assembly to prove its major- 
ity,'' PTI added. The Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Partyj 
(BJP. Indian People's Party), which had launched a legal chal- 
lenge after the sacking, welcomed the judgement, saying it had 
been ‘Vindicated.” 

Uttar Pradesh Governor Romesh Bhandari late Saturday 
sacked the BJP state government after it lost its majority. An alter- 
native government, made up of opposition parties, was sworn in 
its place. The BJP protested strongly, arguing it should have been 
allowed to try to prove its majority before being dismissed. 

BJP leader Atal Behari Majpayee, the party's candidate to 
become prime minister in ongcnngnaiional elections, launched a 
hunger strike in protest. 


The country's election com- 
mission, however. - responsible 
for the running of fair polls, has 
claimed that the death toll has 
been inflated. It argues that 
some deaths not connected to 
the elections have been includ- 
ed. 

The commission has pointed 
out that India, with a voting 
population of 600 million, is 


die worid’5 largest democracy. 
It also stressed hundreds of 
thousands' of .polling booths 
had been involved in voting, 
with barely one per cent com- 
plaining of trouble. 

The recorded fatalities, how- 
ever, do not include around 
100 other deaths in the run-up 
to die elections. 



Moss and C ampbell 
huddle with Castro 


HAVANA (AFP) - . 
Carwalking Brits Kate Moss 
and Naomi Campbell hud-, 
died privately wife President 
Fidel Castro Sunday, who . 
admitted he was rather famil- 
iar with their work. The- leggy 
twosome, here fora magazine 
shoot, woe continuing to col- 
lect world leaders with gusto: 
last week, they chatted up 
South African President 
Nelson Mandela. But on 
Sunday it was Casio. 
Campbell fresh from her 
close encounter with Fidel 
gushed to reporters that the 
71 -year-old communist 
leader was “a source of inspi- 
ration to the world." An avid 
reader. Castro was familiar 
with their print work, the 
women said, but was sur- 
prised at how different they 
looked in the flesh. 

Japan's crown 
prince thanks wife 
for cooking 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
Crown Prince Naruhfto. cele- 
brating his 38th birthday 
Monday, thanked his wife for 
her cooking but made no 
mention of the. hottest topic 
surrounding tire couple — 
whether they will produce an 
hein “It feels as though the 
years since our marriage have 
really flown by,” the prince 
said of his diplomat-turned- 
wife. Princess Masako. in a 
previously recorded news 
conference released on his 
birthday. Naruhito said he 
was “grateful from my heart” 
for all Masako had done, both 
as crown princess and as his 
wife during their five-year 
marriage. “Somehow she 
manages to find time in her 
busy ~ schedule of official 
duties to cock for me and it is 
really delicious," he said. _ 

Candidate threatens 
political rivals with 
divine punishment 

BACOLOD (AFP) — A hath 
healer running for governor 
of a central -Philippine 
province told his political 
rivals oil they Would face 
divine retribution if they insist 
on running against him. 
German ValJadarez, who 
claims to be a frtith healer and 
prophet, said God had 
revealed lo him that anyone 
else who stands for governor 
of Negros Occidental 
province in May 11 elections 
would meet an accident and 
die. “Persons wbo violated 
this revelation... running 
against the will of God 
Almighty Elohim Yahweb El 
ShaddaL. they shall be put to 
accident and shall die.” 
Valladarez said. Also standing 
are the incumbent governor 
and a former television vari- 
ety show host 

German finance 
minister's teddy 
bear fetches $665 

NUREMBERG (AFP) 
German Finance Minister 
Theo Waigel's teddy bear 
fetched $665 Sunday at an 
auction in this south German 
town for child war victims. 
The teddy, visibly scarred by 
Waigel long before he rose to 
his elevated position, is a relic 
of the 1930s. 

Pigeons to carry 
election messages 
in India state 

NEW DELHI (R) — 
Election officials in the east- 
ern province of Orissa kept 
carrier pigeons ready to take 
utgent messages as India held, 
the second phase of general 
elections on Sunday. Wireless 
services and telephones have _ 
still not reached some remote ; 
areas, where pigeons are 
used, the Press Trust of India 
fPTI) said “The [rained birtfc • 
of the Orissa Police Pigeon 
Service, the only one of is- 
land in the country, might 
carry election messages and. 
information regarding law 
and order” ft said- The news 
agency said the pigeon sa? 
vice was launched in 1946 ' 
with binds taken- from jflfc 
armv after World WarTw&'\ : 




